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July 21, 2010
Dear Friends,

I want to invite you to a Five Wishes Community Workshop to be held at St. Andrew’s  on Saturday, September 25, 2010.  Registration begins at 8:30 a.m., and the program will be held from 9 a.m. to noon.  Registration is free, and open to all members of our community.  Please invite your colleagues and members of your congregations to take part. 

The Five Wishes Program has been developed by the organization Aging with Dignity to provide a way for individuals, families, and caregivers to discuss openly and in detail what kind of care and treatment they want when they can no longer speak for themselves.   

What are the 5 wishes?

· For the person I want to make care decisions for me when I can’t

· For the kind of medical treatment I want or don’t want

· For how comfortable I want to be

· For how I want people to treat me

· For what I want my loved ones to know

The Five Wishes Program provides both a planning tool and a document that is legal in 42 states, including New York.  It goes beyond other living will documents by giving individuals the opportunity to share their wishes for comfort, personal treatment, and important personal matters in their closest relationships.  It also includes very clear and precise guidelines for how to supplement it with other legal documents if desired (such as a DNR order, for example).  To learn more, please visit their website www.agingwithdignity.org and our website www.standrewsburt.com. 

At the Five Wishes Community Workshop we will read through the Five Wishes document and reflect upon these wishes with professionals who work in our local communities in the fields of law, funeral preparation, medical care, and pastoral counseling. There will be the opportunity for individual consultation at the end of the morning.

This workshop is being organized by St. Andrew’s in partnership with St. John’s Episcopal Church in Wilson.  Light refreshments will be served, and on-site child care will be available.  Please call 778-7633 or email standrewsburt@verizon.net for more information and to reserve materials.

We look forward to meeting you and learning more about how to insure comfort, personal dignity, and spiritual peace for those we love and respect.

Faithfully, 
The Very Rev. Judith Lee[image: image3.png]
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