
10:45 

In-Person or on Zoom

Sunday School at 10:30

StAndrewsBurt.com

Join Us Sundays

S t .  A n d r e w ' s  N e w s l e t t e r

St. Andrew's Episcopal Church

“We seek to share God’s love with a faith and outreach presence that is welcoming 
to all.” 

That is the vision statement your Vestry has agreed upon to help us focus our 
long and short term goals on.  While we agree that our strengths are 
incorporating outreach in our ministries, having a vision, and generally 
looking like our community, there are some groups who are less represented.  
These are families and those in the 20’s-30’s age range.  Now this isn’t an area 
that is unique to our church as many are struggling to find ways to reach and 
involve those in these demographics.  It is true that family demands, activities, 
and preferences are shifting away from these groups regularly attending a 
Sunday service.  YET, that doesn’t mean that a relationship with God and a 
connection to a parish family are not important to families and those in their 
early adult years.  We know that OUR church, the Episcopal Church, has a lot 
of great things to offer, so the one goal we are choosing to focus on is 
“Growing our outreach to families and those in their 20’s-30’s.” 

Here is a list of action steps we feel we can take over this year with this goal in 
mind:
 - Collecting contact information from people who attend our events  and  build 
a system to do reminders of church activities using technology (such as text 
messages).
 - Become more of a presence IN our community, moving beyond just the 
walls of our physical church.
 - Intentionally INVITING those in these demographics to our church and 
activities, starting with looking at those members we have not seen in a while.
- Offering opportunities to come INTO our church that are faith based and 
beyond Sunday service (such as our KidVentures in Faith collaboration).    

continued on page 2
 

From Your Warden
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continued from page 1

Now being a part of these demographics myself makes this goal and actions steps near to my heart. As a vestry we are 
really striving to take a close look at St. Andrew’s strengths and areas we can improve on with a long range focus on 
continuing to be an important part of our community. As always, we encourage and welcome any ideas you may have 
concerning this goal!

With Faith & Love,
Sarah 
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Shout Outs!
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Jonathan Clarcq has written his own play script for the Newfane Middle School Drama club.  He is directing, has 
cast the students, and supervised costumes and set.  The performance will be Saturday, June 10th at 1:00pm at 
the Newfane Middle School Auditorium!  Jonathan also has tried out for Area All State for voice and clarinet.

Bobby Beilein is graduating from Lewiston Porter in June.  He will attend NCCC this fall, majoring in Business and 
playing basketball for his father!  Will also attends NCCC majoring in Business and plays basketball.  Brooke will 
be a Junior this Fall at Lew-Port and wants nothing to do with basketball other than cheering her family on!  She 
recently earned her permit and looks forward to driving in 2 years! 

James Leibring has graduated from RPI with his Computer Science degree!  He will be working at the US Naval 
Undersea Warfare Center in Newport, RI starting in August. 

Gage Gailie earned his Black Belt degree!

Sending a big “Thank you” to Cindy Harrington for the gift of Mother’s Day flowers which were gifted after the 
service.

Jackie writes a thank you to our Altar Guild family for all that they do for us. “I cannot thank them enough for 
working with me and teaching me so much throughout the past year and 1/2. I could not do this without your 
support and I wouldn't want to! Thank you Dorothy Cheasty (for passing me the torch), Prudy Waters, Sue 
Villieneuve,  Darcy Buchanan, Cindy Harrington and Janelle Dengate for all your love, support and precious 
time! Also a big shout out to Shawn for making sure we have what we need and for all my "kind" reminders.”

Congrats to our Kindergarten graduates!  Archer Hornquist, Thatcher Gailie, and Grace Pless!

The flowers in our gardens look beautiful! Thank you, Sharon Rhodes! And thank you Pam and Eric Leibring for 
all the work in the Prayer Garden that you've been doing these past several months!

Wishing our dancers, Lana, Archer, Grace, and Molly Dengate the best in their recital with JCDA Newfane on 
Saturday June 3rd at 11am at Cardinal O’Hara High School!  

If you have anyone you would like to be recognized/thanked in our next newsletter send the information and a picture if 
you’d like to Sarah,  s.a.harringt@gmail.com or text 716-622-1314.



Diocese
S t .  A n d r e w ' s  N e w s l e t t e r
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One year ago today, an 18-year-old white supremacist gunman drove 200 miles from his home in southern New York 
State to the Tops Market on Jefferson Avenue in Buffalo with the express purpose of murdering Black people. Before 
the afternoon was over, he had used an AR-15-style rifle to kill 10 people, all Black, and injure three others, including a 
security guard with a gun who tried to stop him.

On that day, Celestine Chaney, Roberta Drury, Andre Mackneil, Katherine Massey, Margus Morrison, Heyward 
Patterson, Aaron Salter Jr., Geraldine Talley, Pearl Young, and Ruth Whitfield were killed. May light perpetual shine 
upon them.

Our beloved city, and especially the East Side, was changed forever that day. In the last year, we have grieved, prayed, 
and, through the work of the Commission to Dismantle Racism and Discrimination, redoubled our work to redress the 
systemic injustice of racism that gives rise to the death-dealing ideology that the shooter embraced. Together with 
leaders from St. Philip’s Episcopal Church, I have met with Buffalo Mayor Byron Brown and other city and state leaders 
to express the Episcopal Church’s commitment to supporting East Buffalo and investing in its future. I continue to 
participate in the Greater Buffalo Racial Equity Roundtable, chaired by Justice Rose Sconiers of St. Philip’s, and to work 
with leaders from across the region as we seek to make our communities more equitable and just for all our residents. 
The diocesan staff and I are also working with the leaders of St. Philip’s to envision that congregation’s future as a 
center for hope and healing on the East Side.

What happened to our city on May 14, 2022, was the result of the twin epidemics of racism and gun violence that 
continue to plague our nation. I have long participated in Bishops United Against Gun Violence, a network of more than 
100 Episcopal bishops, and this year, I also joined with the Episcopal bishops of Pennsylvania to advocate for common 
sense gun legislation in Pennsylvania, which is one of the six “Iron Pipeline” states that supplies illegally trafficked guns 
to New York State. Many of you have also taken action against gun violence in your communities, and I encourage you 
to persevere, even as we grieve the rising tide of senseless gun murders, accidents, and suicides that have enveloped 
our country.

A year ago, I told you that we would follow the lead of the people of Buffalo’s East Side and provide support and 
solidarity where it is most needed. As we have kept that promise, it has become ever clearer that we must be guided in 
our work by the Advocate, the one whom Jesus promised to us in this morning’s reading from the Gospel of John. The 
Advocate grounds us in our identity as children of God—in the promises we make at baptism—and gives us strength to 
defeat the warped and evil ideologies of the world that tempt humanity to discriminate and hate. As I said in my 
sermon this morning at St. Paul’s Cathedral, we can rely on the Advocate to draw us out of the world’s death-dealing 
space and into the waters of baptism, where life is found.

Today we remember the beloved children of God who were lost to us a year ago, and tomorrow, we continue the work 
God has given us to do. May the Advocate guide us through all our days in this world that desperately needs God’s love.

Faithfully,

+Sean



Bazaar News
Start searching for some treasures especially during these summer clean-out months ahead of us, hit the garage sales 
and rummage sales-this will give you an opportunity to try minimalism or an excuse to go thrifting!! We will be meeting 
the 4th Monday of the Month @5:00pm. Everyone is welcome!

Around Our Parish
S t .  A n d r e w ' s  N e w s l e t t e r
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KidVentures in Faith
Our first 2 sessions of an elementary age youth group collaboration with the Newfane United Methodist church was full 
of fun and making new friends!  We met first for 4 weeks during Lent at the Methodist church and then for 4 weeks after 
Easter at St. Andrew’s, each time on Thursday’s from 3:30-5:30pm.  A total of 6 kids representing 5 families across the 
parishes participated in songs, activities, bible story study, and then shared dinner together.  We look forward to 
restarting this youth group in the new school year, so stay tuned for more information once plans are made!

A big “Thank you” to those who provided dinner during our session of hosting, Cindy & Jerry Harrington, Tom 
Villeneuve, Lynn Schauer-Bewley, and Pam Leibring!  

“Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these.’ ” Matthew 19:14

~Sarah Hornquist

April Vestry Highlights
Created a new vision statement during the vestry retreat…”Sharing God’s love with faith and an outreach presence that 
is welcoming to all.”

Looking into a new preferred caterer for funeral luncheons

Looking to re-establish a team for an emergency/security plan

Lynn provided a Love Rising update with Pam expanding on the details of the past Love Rising Meeting.
     -An “elevator speech” was developed.
     - Rather than 1 day, there will be a couple events during the week leading up to July 15th.  A possible get together at      
               Schulze Winery and a kids event off-site.
     -Looking into possible grant applications
     -July 15 morning sunrise service in Olcott and evening music at sunset in the Prayer Garden.

Pet Food Pantry Updates
First of all THANK YOU to everyone who has been bringing on food and 
treats! It's beginning to really pile up, but keep it coming!

I've collected some data at the April Mobile Food Truck Delivery Day, and it 
looks like there are approximately 50 families that utilize the mobile food 
truck day that have pets that will benefit from our donations. We are 
currently storing the dry pet food donations in my barn where my expert 
barn kitties will keep everything rodent-free. 

Target for first distribution day: July 22nd. Who'd like to help on that day? See 
me - Lynn Bewley - and let's do it!



I'd like to thank all of you for attending my brother's funeral. Your presence and prayers were much 
appreciated. All of you requested a copy of one or more of the recipes my wife Mary made for the 
reception. Attached are the three recipes she made. 

Thanks again for your support.

Roger Haidvogel

 

Dale Haidvogel's Funeral Reception Recipes
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Hungarian Mushroom Soup
1/2 pound bacon
4 Tablespoons butter
2 cups onions, chopped
24 oz. white mushrooms, sliced
2 cups chicken stock
2 teaspoons dried dill
1 1/2 teaspoons freshly ground black 
pepper
2 teaspoons minced thyme leaves
1 teaspoon hot Hungarian paprika
2 Tablespoons soy sauce
1 cup whole milk
2 Tablespoons flour
1/4 cup sour cream
2 Tablespoons lemon juice
2 Tablespoons fresh Italian parsley for 
garnish

Cut bacon up into small pieces and fry 
in large soup pot.  When bacon is 
crisp, drain off fat and add butter to 
pot. Add onions and mushrooms and 
cook until soft, about 15 minutes. Add 
the stock, dill, pepper, thyme, paprika 
and soy sauce. Bring soup to a 
simmer and cook for about 10 
minutes. In small bowl whisk together 
the milk and the flour. Add to the 
soup until it starts to thicken. Turn 
down the heat and add sour cream 
and lemon juice.

Makes about 6 cups of soup.

 

Crock Pot Meatballs from Shelley
2 jars chili sauce (12 oz. each)
2 cans jellied cranberry sauce (14 oz. 
each)
5 pounds frozen meatballs

Combine all in crock pot. Cook on low 
for 3 - 4 hours. 
 



Congregational Book Study
S t .  A n d r e w ' s  N e w s l e t t e r

In your opinion, is St. Andrew's healthy, slightly sick, very sick, or dying?

That is a question posed in Rainer's "Autopsy of a Deceased Church: 12 Ways to Keep Yours Alive", and a 
question that our vestry, Leadership Team and congregation have been considering as we take a deep dive 
into reflection and analysis of our current state as a church. The hope is that we can continue to grow and 
improve our overall "health" so that we can fulfill our mission to Share God's Unconditional Love for many 
generations to come. 

We will continue our book talk on the Sundays of June 18th and June 25th during Morning Prayer. If you 
haven't yet had a chance to read the book, there are copies available to borrow at church. 
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Autopsy of a Deceased Church: 12 Ways to Keep Yours Alive
by Thom S. Rainer

Excerpts From Autopsy of A Deceased Church, 
by Thom S. Rainer (some passages have minor edits)

Chapter 3: The Heroic Past 
Before we begin to see the results of these autopsies, please keep this perspective in mind: there were several points at 
which these churches could have reversed their decline. Unfortunately, the remaining members in the church refused 
to see reality. They were blinded to the slow erosion that was taking place. 

Most American churches that end up closing do not shut their doors over a single occurrence or a few cataclysmic 
events. In most of the cases—indeed, all of the cases in this study—the issue was a slow erosion over time. Had they 
faced reality and, with God’s help, reversed course, there would be no autopsy to perform. 

But they didn’t. And that’s why we must look at them postmortem. 

The common thread in these autopsies was that for a long time the dying churches lived with the idea of a heroic past 
to which they clung more tightly every year. They held onto things of the past with desperation and fear. And when 
any internal or external force tried to change the way things were done, they responded with anger and resolution: 
“We will die before we change.” 

And they did. 

Hear me clearly: these churches were not hanging onto biblical truths. 
They were not clinging to clear Christian morality. They were not 
fighting for primary doctrines, secondary doctrines, or even 
tertiary doctrines. As a matter of fact, they were not fighting for 
doctrine at all. 

They were fighting for the past. 
The good old days. 
The way it used to be. 
The way we want it today. 

continued on page 8
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Congregational Book Study, continued
S t .  A n d r e w ' s  N e w s l e t t e r

continued from page 7

For sure, there were some prophets and dissenters in these churches. They warned others that if the church did not 
change, it would die. But the stalwarts did not listen. They fiercely resisted. The dissenters left. And death came closer 
and closer. 

So what did the deceased churches cling to? What did they refuse to let go in the face of certain death? 

Worship styles were certainly on the list, as were fixed orders of worship services. And times of worship services. 
Some stubbornly held onto buildings and rooms, particularly those which served as memorials named for long-
deceased members. Some found no pastor acceptable—except the one pastor who served thirty years ago. 

But more than any one item, these dying churches focused on their own needs instead of those of others. Their gaze 
was inward rather than outward. Their highest priority was preserving the way they had always done things, the way 
that was most comfortable. It was not just the past they revered. It was their personal good old days. 

So, unlike the heroes of Hebrews 11 who held onto nothing of this life, these dying churches held onto everything that 
made them comfortable and happy. 

Such is the reason we speak of them in the past.

Chapter 7: The Preference-Driven Church 
Every one of the fourteen autopsied churches had some level of this problem before they died. A significant number of 
the members moved the focus from others to themselves. And when a church moves in that direction, it is headed for 
decline and death. The decline may be protracted, and the death may be delayed, but it is inevitable. A church cannot 
survive in the long term when members are focused on their own preferences: 

• My music style. 
• My desired length and order of worship services. 
• My desired design of church sanctuary, common areas and church grounds 
• My activities, programs and past traditions
• My need of ministers and staff. 
• My, my, my. 

The Bible contains seemingly unlimited passages on the Christ-like attitude all Christians should always maintain. The 
Apostle Paul describes this best in Philippians 2:5-11. Not only does this passage describe the obedience of Christ, but it 
provides an example for us to follow: we are to be servants. We are to be obedient. We are to put others first. We are to 
do whatever it takes to seek the best for others and our church. 

There was not much evidence that members of the autopsied churches were willing to sacrifice their preferences for 
the good of others. The attitude was self-serving, self-giving, and self-entitled. It was about me, myself, and I. Death 
was thus inevitable. 

Conversely, a healthy church is one in which the members’ attitudes reflect that of Christ. Sadly, other-centered 
members tended to be rare in the dying churches.

continued on page 9
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Congregational Book Study, continued
S t .  A n d r e w ' s  N e w s l e t t e r

continued from page 8

6 things we have learned since Autopsy of a Deceased Church
THOM RAINER     MAY 16, 2019

When I wrote Autopsy of a Deceased Church five years ago, the positive response took me by surprise. The concept 
was simple. We interviewed church members of churches that had closed their doors or died. We performed an 
autopsy of deceased churches. We found out why these churches died.

After about a year of receiving questions and comments from readers, I saw a common theme. The readers wanted to 
know what they could do to prevent their churches from dying. Ironically, a book about the death of churches became 
a book about hope for churches.

On this fifth anniversary celebration of Autopsy of a Deceased Church. Here are six things we’ve learned.

1. Most members of dying churches didn’t see it coming. Many of the members were still dealing with the shock of the 
death of their churches when we interviewed them.

2. Many of the members and leaders of these churches would have begun revitalization efforts if they knew how. I am 
so grateful for the revitalization revolution taking place today. Churches have resources and knowledge they didn’t 
have five years ago.

3. “Minor” issues kill churches. Most of these churches did not die because of some major heresy. They did not die 
because of a mass exodus of the population surrounding them. They died because they lost their focus. They died 
because they fought over things that really did not matter. They majored on minors to the point of death.

4. The silent majority killed churches. Some members saw the problems. They knew the power brokers in the church. 
They knew the personnel committee ran off a pastor without cause. They heard the constant chorus of not-so-well-
intending critics attacking church leadership. But they said nothing and did nothing. Their silence was a dagger in the 
back of these churches.

5. Some members waited for the silver bullet. Many of them said they kept waiting on that young pastor who would 
attract new young families. Some of the churches got those young pastors, and they ran them off when change began 
to take place. Most of the churches, though, never got the young pastor. They waited until death.

6. A church does not have to die. Death is not inevitable. But most of the members of these churches would rather see 
the church die than change. They got their wish.

I pray your church will not be the next autopsy performed.

Thom S. Rainer is the founder and CEO of Church Answers, and online community and resource for church leaders. Prior to 
founding Church Answers, Rainer served as president and CEO of LifeWay Christian Resources. Before coming to LifeWay, 
he served at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary for twelve years where he was the founding dean of the Billy Graham 
School of Missions and Evangelism. He is a 1977 graduate of the University of Alabama and earned his Master of Divinity 
and Ph.D. degrees from The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. 

9

S u m m e r  2 0 2 3

https://www.biblicalleadership.com/contributors/thom-rainer/
https://www.biblicalleadership.com/contributors/thom-rainer/
https://www.biblicalleadership.com/contributors/thom-rainer/
https://www.biblicalleadership.com/contributors/thom-rainer/
https://www.biblicalleadership.com/contributors/thom-rainer/
https://www.biblicalleadership.com/contributors/thom-rainer/
https://www.biblicalleadership.com/contributors/thom-rainer/
https://www.biblicalleadership.com/contributors/thom-rainer/
https://www.biblicalleadership.com/contributors/thom-rainer/
https://www.biblicalleadership.com/contributors/thom-rainer/
https://www.biblicalleadership.com/contributors/thom-rainer/


1 0

Nite Cruise with our own, Doug Wintersteen, will 

be playing on June 4th.

Plan on enjoying an afternoon of great music!  



1 1

How will you experience it this year? Join us in any or all of the following ways:

Monday, July 10, 7:00 p.m.
Free Kids’ Night at Olcott Beach Carousel Park

Crafts, games, stories about thankfulness. Free rides and ice cream, too!

Wednesday, July 12, 7:30 p.m.
Community Conversation at Schulze Winery, Burt

“Love Your Neighbor”: What does it mean?

Thursday, July 13, 7:00 p.m.
Yoga in the Peace Garden, St. Andrew’s, Burt

Instructor-led class for all abilities

-- Saturday, July 15 – Sunrise to Sunset --
Morning - 6:00 a.m. in Olcott

Sunrise Service at Krull Park North Side
*Rainy day location: Olcott United Methodist Church

Throughout the Day
Reflections, meditations and prayers for peace, from wherever you are

Acts of kindness for your neighbors, St. Phillip’s, Buffalo

Evening - 7:30 p.m. in Burt
Sunset, Set to Music, in the Peace Garden

Sunday, July 16
Fellowship in the Neighborhood

Cookout, music, poetry readings, kids’ activities and fun for all!
St. Philip’s Episcopal Church, Sussex St., Buffalo

Visit Love-Rising.com
and Facebook for all the details



Summer Schedules
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Worship Presiders
June 4: Rev. Joe Kozlowski
June 11: Deacon Martha Farone
June 18: Morning Prayer, Lynn Bewley
June 25: Morning Prayer, Dorothy Cheasty

Lay Readers
June 4: Dorothy Cheasty, Jerry Harrington
June 11: Liz Depew
June 18: Jerry Harrington
June 25: Sue Villeneuve

July 2: Dorothy Cheasty, Jerry Harrington
July 9: Jerry Harrington 
July 16: Jamie Gailie, Sharon Rhodes
July 23: TBD
July 30: TBD

August 6: Dorothy Cheasty, Jerry Harrington
August 13: Jamie Gailie, Sharon Rhodes
August 20: TBD
August 27: Jerry Harrington

Wednesday 11 am - 4 pm
Thursday 10 pm - 4 pm

Friday 12 pm - 3 pm
Saturday 10 am - 2 pm

Community Store 
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Sunday Collection Counters
June: Doug Wintersteen
July: Dale Nikitas
August: Dale Nikitas

Altar
June: Jackie Jordan, Prudy Waters
July: Darcy Buchanan, Cindy Harrington
August: Jackie Jordan, Prudy Waters

Video Producers
June 4: 
June 11: Doug Wintersteen
June 18: Natalie Beilein
June 25: Lynn Bewley

Coffee Hour Clean Up
Sign up at church or online

(find the link on our website)

SIGN UP FOR A WEEK 
THIS SUMMER

TO KEEP OUR GARDENS 
BEAUTIFUL!



Calendar
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July

S u m m e r  2 0 2 3

June

1   Randi returns from Sabbatical

4   Office Closed, Independence Day

15  Love Rising

21  Vestry Meeting

24  Bazaar Meeting: 5:00 pm

25  Staff Meeting: 5:30 pm

Office Closed all Fridays
in June, July, & August 
due to vacation and 
summer schedule.

August
9   Vestry Meeting: 7:00 pm

11   Leadership BBQ: Details TBA

22  Staff Meeting: 5:30 pm

28  Bazaar Meeting: 5:00 pm

7  Vestry: 7:00 pm

11  Youth Sunday

19  Office Closed, Juneteenth

26  Bazaar Meeting: 5:00 pm

27  Staff Meeting: 5:30 pm

Save the Date!
Joint Church Summer Picnic

Saturday, July 29th
Town of Cambria Park

Start searching for some treasures, especially during these 
summer clean-out months ahead of us! Hit the garage 

sales and rummage sales - this will give you an opportunity 
to try minimalism or an excuse to go thrifting!!

We will be meeting the 4th Monday of every Month at 5pm.
 Everyone is welcome.

-- Spring Outdoor Clean Up --
June 10th at 9 am 

Bring your favorite tools and help
clean up our beautiful grounds!
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To:
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Office Manager: Shawn Slother
Music Director & Organist: Joe Breczka, Jr.
Music Associate: Evan Bleiler
Treasurer: Doug Wintersteen 
Sexton: Jerilyn Carney 
St. Andrew’s Community Store: Cynthia Harrington
Church School Superintendent: Nancy Pestinger
Choir Librarian: Shirley Litz
Altar Guild Director: Jackie Jordan 
Deanery / Convention Delegates:
Sue Villeneuve
Cynthia Harrington
Janelle Dengate

St. Andrew's Newsletter

Bishop of Western New York: Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe
Rector: The Very Reverend Randi Hicks Rowe

Deacon: Martha Farone

Wardens
Sarah Hornquist

Lynn Schauer-Bewley

Vestry
Nancy Pestinger

Steve Clark
Jerry Harrington

Pam Leibring
Melissa Bleiler

Tom Villeneuve

Summer 2023


