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S t .  A n d r e w ' s  N e w s l e t t e r

St. Andrew's Episcopal Church

The light at the end of the tunnel is here at last.
 
As most of  you  know,  the  bishop  has  given  us  permission  to  make  our  own  rules  regarding 
COVID protocols with two exceptions: that we still not share a Communion cup and that 
we must take steps to protect those 12 and younger who are not yet eligible for vaccines.
 
Those who have been fully vaccinated do not need to wear masks except when near 
children under 12. Some of these children are old enough to understand that they can get 
sick from a disease that they can't yet be vaccinated against and are nervous about being 
close to someone who is not wearing a mask. One of our creeds is to do unto others as we 
would have them do unto us. Making a child feel comfortable by putting on a mask when 
you are around them is living into this creed. 
 
Those people who have  not  been  vaccinated  need  to  wear  masks,  as  per  state  law.  Martha 
and I are wearing masks when we distribute communion.
 
Of course, those who are vaccinated and wish to wear masks are still doing so. 
 
We are singing now  and  Joe  will  return  in  person  no  later  than  the  fall.  The  choir  and  café 
service will resume in the fall. 
 
We will still maintain social distance for a while so the tape will stay up on the pews. 
However, baptisms and other events that will fill the church but where many of the 
attendees are from the same family can be held.
 
We are still doing the peace from our seats. This is also based on the Golden Rule. Not 
everyone is comfortable yet with shaking hands and hugging. 
 
We are also still sanitizing and checking folks off who attend in case we need that 
information for contact tracing. 
 
Zoom, of course, remains an option. It  will  be  there  for  anyone  who  for  whatever  reason 
prefers to worship that way. Our Zoom services also are recorded and posted to St. 
Andrew’s’ You Tube channel. So, if you miss a service, you can watch it later.
 
Thank you for your faithfulness during this unprecedented time. I have missed seeing 
many of you and look forward to seeing you all soon.
 
Randi+

From Your Rector
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St. Andrew's 
Seeks to Share 

the Unconditional 
Love of God



Business

-- Awaiting approval for the PPP Loan.

-- Discussed the lack of volunteers for the summer weeding program.

-- Upon submitting his resignation as Chair of the Building & Grounds Committee, the vestry thanked Paul Mayer 
for his tireless leadership and thanked him for remaining on the Committee for the foreseeable future.

-- Discussed the upcoming Chicken Dinner Fundraiser on July 14th.

May Vestry Highlights
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Financial Status 
as of April 2021

 
Total Expenses:  $51,470

Actual Income: $43,447
 

% of Pledges on Time: 76%

 Goal for Pledges on Time: 80%

Income Equals
84.4% of Expenses

 

S u m m e r  2 0 2 1

Buildings & Grounds
At the May 18th Vestry meeting, Paul Mayer announced his resignation as Chairman of the Building & Grounds 
Team. Paul continues to be on the Team, but in a much more limited capacity.  He thanks the other members of 
the Team for accomplishing many worthy projects and keeping the grounds in great shape.

Paul asks that a Team member (or a possible new member) considers taking the chairmanship position.  If you can 
give some of your time to the care of the church and grounds, please consider joining the Team also. 

Paul will be available with the ‘Gator’ or tractor (if he is home) or to  unlock the garage if someone needs to use 
tools from there. In the event the Mayer’s are traveling, Shawn has volunteered to take out the trash. 

The Vestry would like to thank Paul for his leadership and the time he has generously given.  He will continue to be 
a valuable resource as part of the Team for many years to come.



Warden's Message

When I realized part of my duties as Jr. Warden was writing an article in the newsletter, I had a 
mini panic attack!! What am I going to say? What can I say that is going to be inspirational? 
Motivational? Informational? I am not sure if I will do any of those things, but my words come 
from my heart and soul, so that counts for something, right?

A very long time ago I read a book called “Who Moved My Cheese”  by  Spencer  Johnson,  which 
talks about how to deal with change. The book describes how adapting to change is the key to 
survival. Over the past year we have seen this play out with the rules and regulations regarding 
COVID. We have changed, adapted, and survived.  It is also going to be true moving forward and 
surviving within our church.  We need to adapt and, together we will. 

Adapt: become adjusted  to  new  conditions.  We  can  and  have  done  this.  We  adapted  to  a  new  way 
of running our famous fish fry. We have adapted a new way of worshiping together. We have 
adapted to a new way of communicating with Evelyn in Honduras. We have adapted to a new 
way of communicating with friends and family as well as our adopted families. Adapting to new 
ways can be scary, but together we will. 

I am so proud of all the things we have done, together. Supported families in need, stayed 
connected to a child across the globe and made her feel loved, donated food to our community, 
brought joy to children with fun outdoor activities, achieved having music in our church again, 
stayed connected to our parishioners, and all the important and exciting things we WILL be 
doing.

 Do you know how we have done and will do these things? TOGETHER. I am excited for our 
future. 

Blessings,
Jamie

Light at the End of the Tunnel ...

S t .  A n d r e w ' s  N e w s l e t t e r
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Dear People of God in Western New York and Northwestern Pennsylvania:

In the last two  months,  thanks  to  the  increasing  availability  of  effective  vaccines  against  COVID-19,  both  cases  and 
deaths have declined steadily across our region. Last week,  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  relaxed  its  guidance  for 
fully vaccinated people, and state and local authorities are also reevaluating existing restrictions.

Accordingly, we have prepared these guidelines to help congregations in our diocesan partnership navigate this 
transitional time. COVID-19 is not yet behind us, and risk remains for our children and youth and for those with 
health conditions that make vaccination inadvisable. As Christians, we must err on the side of welcoming and 
protecting those who remain vulnerable, while at the same time celebrating the progress we have made toward 
regathering our communities in the ways we have hoped to do for so long.

So that our congregations remain welcoming to everyone, I invite you to worship and gather outdoors whenever 
possible and recommend that you require masks and social distance indoors until all children and youth have had 
the opportunity to be vaccinated. However, recognizing that each of our congregations will face different questions 
and challenges during this transition, I would like each congregation’s vestry or bishop’s committee to work with 
their clergy to develop masking and social distancing requirements that fit your congregation and context. Once 
you have had a chance to discuss this issue and craft a plan for your congregation, please send it to Canon Vanessa 
Butler in my office. Partnership staff and I are available if you would like to consult with us before making your 
decisions.

The only remaining requirement in these guidelines is that programs for children and youth be held outdoors 
whenever possible, with masks and at least three feet of social distance. In July, after more of our young people, 
ages 12 and up, are fully vaccinated, we will be able to relax those standards. Programs for children under age 12 
will continue to require appropriate masking and social distancing for the foreseeable future.

A final word for those of you who have not yet been vaccinated:

The pandemic has been long and hard, and although I know that at times it has been difficult to know whom to 
trust or where to turn for reliable information, I urge you to believe the science behind the vaccines. In clinical 
trials, all of the vaccines being administered in the United States are extremely effective in preventing both death 
and serious illness—the kind that can land you in the hospital. Although it may seem as if these vaccines were 
developed quickly, the underlying research that makes them possible has been two decades in the making, and we 
can rely on it. I was vaccinated as soon as my turn came, and I hope you will choose to do the same. In the last 14 
months, we have lost too many people to this terrible disease, and too many others are still battling its aftereffects. 
By getting vaccinated, you can help make sure that we do not lose anyone else.

Faithfully,
+Sean

Diocese

From Bishop Sean: Updated Reopening Guidelines
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Designer Purse Raffle 2021

Thank you to everyone who purchased raffle tickets for the Designer Purses.  Although we did 
not sell all the available tickets, we made $1,959 in profit.  $196 will be donated to the Newfane 
Community Food Pantry.  Thank you to Cindy Harrington & Sarah Hornquist for coordinating 
this fundraiser.  This was the first, of hopefully many, joint fundraisers between St Andrew’s, St 
John’s (Wilson), & St Paul’s (Lewiston).  While St Paul’s ran this event, the other parishes will 
take a turn later this year.  Please be supportive of these as they offset our deficit and help our 
community at the same time. 

S t .  A n d r e w ' s  N e w s l e t t e r
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Newfane Food Pantry

S t .  A n d r e w ' s  N e w s l e t t e r
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Dear Friends and Supporters of the Newfane Community Food Pantry,

Greetings.  Glorious May is here with beautiful flowering trees and shrubs, and with hopes of warmer 
weather and relaxed Covid restrictions.  The past year has been challenging for all of us during this 
pandemic.  The NCFP has been able to remain open during this time because of our healthy and 
dedicated volunteers, and by adhering to Covid precautions.

Within the last month  we  have  moved  from  pre  bagging  a  client’s  food  back  to  “client  choice.”  So  at  this 
time a client drives up and they are given a clean pen and inventory list and can check off food that they 
need, right from their car.  We then pack from that list and place their food on a table outside for pick 
up. 

Please know that we are always here to lend a helping hand.  Anyone living in the Newfane School 
District can call for assistance.  Our hours are 9:30am - 4:00pm every Tuesday.  Please call 778-9822 on 
Tuesday preferably between 10:00am and 12:00 noon for an appointment that day. 

Just a reminder to all Newfane residents is the Mobile Food Pantry which  is  held  every  4th  Saturday  of 
the month and located at the Newfane Town Hall parking lot. Please arrive no earlier than 9:30am. The 
next date will be held on May 22nd.  You do not need to belong to a pantry to attend this give away and 
this is totally separate from your regular pantry that you might belong to.

The NCFP is accepting all donations.  Donations large or small  are  greatly  needed  and  appreciated.   At 
this time we are looking for meals in  a  can,  mac  &  cheese,  Jelly/  Jam,  MAYO  or  Mayonnaise,  paper  towels 
and toilet paper (preferably individually wrapped), toothpaste, and hand soap. 

God Bless You and thank you for your wonderful support of the pantry during this difficult period.  It 
would be difficult to function without your help.

In God’s Hands,
Kathy Phillips
Coordinator of Newfane Community Food pantry



Our History

1955 Financial Statement
While digitizing some historical records in the office, Shawn came across St Andrew’s first year 
Profit & Loss Statement from 66 years ago.  Total income was $867 with expenses of $307!

S t .  A n d r e w ' s  N e w s l e t t e r
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Sermon

Jesus had risen from the dead and spent time once again with His disciples. Now, it was time for Jesus to leave them 

and to return to His father. Jesus’s last words are interesting – Jesus tells his disciples, who have been with Him and 

seen all that had happened, to tell and show others how their lives had been changed by being with Jesus. Jesus says 

to spread the word to Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. I’d like us to look at that phrase in its original 

context and then think about how that applies in the context of today. 

The disciples and Jesus were physically in Judea right  then.  Bethany  and  Jerusalem  were  both  part  of  the  province 

known as Judea. The name Judea originates from the Hebrew name Yehudah, one of Jacob’s sons from which later 

came a tribe. So Jesus is telling his disciples to spread the word about what they’ve seen among those people living 

nearby and among Jews – those of the same ethnicity, culture, and religion as the disciples.

We are to spread the  word  of  what  Jesus  has  done  for  us  among  the  people  in  our  local  area  and  among  people  who 

are like us. If we’re gifted with words,  we  can  use  words.  But  we  can  also  use  a  welcoming  spirit,  an  invitation  to  join 

us at our church, or a helpful hand.

Samaria is an interesting choice. Samaria was a central region in the land of Israel. The Jews did not like the 

Samaritans; in fact, they hated them. When Israel broke into two kingdoms, the northern kingdom, and the 

southern kingdom, the northern kingdom eventually established its capital in Samaria. When the Assyrians 

conquered them, they intermarried and intermarriage was believed to violate God’s commandments. The 

Samaritan version of the Abrahamic faith continued to evolve differently than it developed in the Southern 

Kingdom, and the Southern Kingdom felt that Samaritanism wasn’t the true faith.

When the Southern Kingdom  was  invaded  by  Babylon,  carried  off  into  exile,  then  some  permitted  to  repatriate,  the 

Samaritans did everything they could to prevent this repatriation. The wedge dividing the Southern Kingdom Jews 

(which included the disciples) from the Northern Kingdom Samaritans continued to deepen.

So, what or who is the equivalent of the Samaritans for us in our culture. What group of people or peoples are we 

commanded to tell or show about Jesus today? 

All those who are different from us. All those we don’t like. All those who oppose those things we want to do. All 

those with whom we’ve had longstanding grievances. All those who worship in ways that we feel are less legitimate 

than ours. 

Let’s think of some examples.  Those  of  different  races  or  sexual  orientations.  Those  we  are  angry  with.  Those  who 

do mean things – like murder or rape, or robbery. Those who do things in church we don’t like. Those who come 

                                                                                                                                                                            continued on page 9

S t .  A n d r e w ' s  N e w s l e t t e r

Pastor Randi,  May 30th, 2021 Ascension 
Sunday
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Sermon
S t .  A n d r e w ' s  N e w s l e t t e r

Pastor Randi, Ascension Sunday, continued
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 continued from page 8

only Christmas and Easter and act like this is their church. Those who like to worship with loud music and clapping 

their hands when we like to worship in a quieter way. Those who are Buddhists, Muslims, Hindus, or Sikhs. Those 

who prefer to worship on Sunset Island or on Zoom, or on their mobile phones. Those who are afraid of the church 

or who have been hurt by the church. Those who are spiritual but spurn religion.

Obviously, we’re called to witness to Jesus differently with some of these modern-day Samaritans than we may be 

with those like us. For example, we don’t spread the love of Jesus to a Muslim by pounding our fists on the table and 

telling them their religion is wrong and ours is right. And we don’t tell those who are spiritual but not religious that 

they need to come to our church just as it is.  Instead, in both cases, we go to them in love. With the spiritual but not 

religious, we make possible alternative forms of worship that are welcoming. We pray for them. We go to them 

where they are and stand beside them. We make the love of Jesus accessible to them because of how we act and treat 

them. We are hospitable and kind. We show them unconditional love, without judgment, just like Jesus did in his 

encounter with the Samaritan woman. 

Now let’s look at the ends of the earth. Jesus, of course, knew better, but most of the ancient world was unaware of 

how large the earth really was – how many different peoples inhabited it. Today this commandment to tell others 

about what Jesusto the ends of the earth simply means everywhere and in everything. We are called to proclaim 

Jesus in how we treat all of creation. We are called to proclaim Jesus in every action of every day – through kindness 

and tolerance and good stewardship.

Last words are important. Many of us likely remember the last words we had with a loved one before that loved one 

left us. Jesus chose in His last words to give us a commandment to tell and show others about his love, in whatever 

way is most effective in the context. We’re not called to stand around forever just looking up into heaven. We are 

called to go out and show and tell others about Jesus. 



Sermon

The Pentecost experience -- with images of wind, Spirit, being filled with the Spirit or breath of life -- is 

reminiscent of creation. We recall from Genesis when the  Spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  face  of  the  waters  and  when 

God breathed into Adam's nostrils to give him life.

Now, at the Pentecost experience in Acts, we see the Spirit re-creating. We see the start of a new day when God's 

work is for the whole world --  not just a chosen people known as the Israelites. We see all who are filled with the 

Spirit (and that's all of us) become children of God. In what appears to be a sudden entrance of the Holy Spirit, we 

see the power for the people of God to unite into a church and go out to tell the world about the love of God.

This momentous event – the coming of the Holy Spirit – was world-changing. However, we also see from the 

language used about the Holy Spirit throughout Scripture that the Spirit is constantly making subtle changes in the 

world, in us, and in the Church. The psalm refers to that – to the constancy of the Holy Spirit – in small renewals of 

creation throughout time. We learn from all the descriptions we have of the Spirit that the Spirit is with us and 

guides us in ordinary everyday life. We also learn that at specific points in time, the Spirit breaks through in 

miraculous ways. In creation language, the psalm describes how the Spirit changes the world through a slow 

evolution. In Acts, we see how it changes the world with a Big Bang.

Our own experience of the Holy Spirit probably is like this as well. Sometimes the Spirit gently nudges us to do 

something God has called us to. Other times, it seems to slap us into rapt attention and change.

I don't believe God brings  bad  things  on  us.  Sometimes,  however,  God  lets  negative  or  difficult  things  unfold  based 

upon natural law and is with us to comfort us and lead us during those times. Sometimes God even works in those 

difficult times to urge us to make significant changes. For example, we have just experienced and are still 

experiencing a pandemic that is worse than anything most of us have experienced in our lives. God didn't send the 

pandemic. 

Yet, God's Spirit  is  creating  something  new  out  of  that  pandemic.  In  the  original  Pentecost  experience,  God  brought 

incredible power to what was to become Christ's Church to go out and minister. God the Spirit very dramatically 

gave them the power to think about God in new ways.  God the  Spirit  is  giving  God's  Church  the  power  now  to  go  out 

and minister to this new world, post-pandemic. And God is calling us to think about how to do that in new ways. 

Phyllis Tickle, a church historian, was famous for saying that  every  500  years  or  so,  the  Church  is  compelled  to  do 

some house cleaning and have a giant rummage sale. Suppose we look at the pandemic as giving us – the Church—

the opportunity to look around to see what practices we have that no longer work, find a way to dispose of those 

practices, and then to pick up the new practices that God through His constant re-creation is calling us to.  Or 

perhaps -- as the Church we've become complacent, and the Spirit is using the pandemic to shake us up out of our 

comfort zone – to urge us to look again at what more we could be doing for the Gospel.

                                                                                                                                                                       continued on page 11
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Pastor Randi, 5.23.21 Pentacost Sunday
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Sermon

 continued from page 10

Mary Oliver is one of my favorite poets. She has written a poem titled "The Summer Day." While her poem 

talks about us as individuals, I believe it also speaks to us as a church. Listen as I read it for how it speaks to what 

the Spirit calls the Church to dream about and commit to do now. 

Who made the world?

Who made the swan, and the black bear?

Who made the grasshopper?

This grasshopper, I mean-

the one who has flung herself out of the grass,

the one who is eating sugar out of my hand,

who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and down-

who is gazing around with her enormous and complicated eyes.

Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her face.

Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away.

I don't know exactly what a prayer is.

I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down

into the grass, how to kneel in the grass,

how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields,

which is what I have been doing all day.

Tell me, what else should I have done?

Doesn't everything die at last, and too soon?

Tell me, what is it you plan to do

With your one wild and precious life? 

OK, Church. We've strolled  with  God  through  the  fields.  We've  been  blessed.  We've  done  much  good.  But  now  we've 

come to a crossroads. The pandemic has forced that big rummage sale, and it's time to re-envision what God wants 

us to be. The Spirit wants to pour down upon us and re-create us for a new time.

Tell me, Church.  In  light  of  all  that  has  happened  and  is  happening  in  God's  world  now,  what  is  it  you  plan  to  do  with 

your one wild and precious life?

S t .  A n d r e w ' s  N e w s l e t t e r

Pastor Randi, Pentacost Sunday, continued
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July 15th, 2021
From Sunrise to Sunset

Join the Second Annual Love Rising Community Day of Prayer & 
Meditation on July 15th. This year we’ll be together in spirit and in 

person at designated locations in Newfane and Olcott. 

Sign up at Love-Rising.com. 

At 8:30 p.m., community faith leaders invite you to attend a prayer 
service at Newfane United Methodist Church, in person or streaming.

More details are available at Love-Rising.com.



Notes
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Little Roses
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE

Please keep the letters for Evelyn 
coming!!! No letter is too short or too 

long! Need ideas? Ask me! Not 
computer savvy? Handwrite the letter 

and give it to me, I can scan it and 
send it to her! Want to add a picture? 

Go ahead! Just please send 
something! THANK YOU!!!

Jamie Gailie

Community Store 
Wednesday 11 am - 4 pm

Thursday 1 pm - 4 pm
Friday 12 pm - 3 pm

Saturday 10 am - 2 pm

-- Community Store Request --
There will be a Newfane Sidewalk Sale held 

on June 12th (10am-2pm) and The Store 
will need help.  If you can give some of your 

time, please see Cindy Harrington to 
volunteer.

1 3
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Summer Weeding
The annual sign-up sheet for weeding of the flower beds is posted on the elevator bulletin 

board.  Please volunteer for a week to keep the church grounds well-kept.

 Prayer Garden Mowing
The area from the parking area to the creek only gets mowed every other week. However, 

the weeding (weed whacking) is on a volunteer basis. The church does not have a weed 
whacker, so a volunteer would need to bring one, but there are rakes, etc in the garage. To 
access the garage, any volunteer can contact me at 716-696-2411 and I can unlock the door 

if I am at home, or I can possibly make arrangements to have it unlocked. Paul Mayer

Dishwasher Needed
The commercial dishwasher in the kitchen has reached the end of its life span.  The vestry 

would like to purchase a replacement for $3,239 +installation.  If anyone would like to 
donate toward this purchase, please write Dishwasher in the memo line of your check and 

it will be recorded on your Contribution Statement also.

Readers & Zoom Producers
To allow folks to have a period of quiet time prior to the Sunday service, we need to 

complete the necessary sound checks by 10:30am each week.  So, if you are scheduled to 
read or be a zoom producer, please be ready at 10:20am, either in-person or virtually thru 

Zoom.  As we work out the process for our hybrid service, we will need to regroup and 
make some changes to the way we have done things in the past, but this will continue to 
give everyone the opportunity to be part of our Sunday worship, wherever they may be.  

Thank you for your understanding!



Schedules
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Lay Readers
June 6, Dorothy Cheasty & Jerry 
Harrington
June 13, Sue Villeneuve & Steve 
Clark
June 20, Liz Depew
June 27, Dorothy Cheasty & Steve 
Clark

Altar
Dorothy & Gary Cheasty

Collection Counters
Cindy & Jerry Harrington

Zoom Producers
June 6, Doug Wintersteen
June 13, Pam Leibring
June 20, Jamie Gailie
June 27, Lynn Schauer-Bewley

Lay Readers
Aug 1, Dorothy Cheasty
Aug 8, Steve Clark 
Aug 15, Jerry Harrington
Aug 22, Dorothy Cheasty 
Aug 29, Steve Clark

Altar
Darcy & Bill Buchanan, 
Flo Phipps

Collection Counter
Dale Nikitas

Lay Readers
July 4, Dorothy Cheasty
July 11, Steve Clark 
July 18, Jerry Harrington
July 25, Dorothy Cheasty 

Altar
Prudy Waters & Jackie Jordan

Collection Counter
Sharon & Keith Rhodes

Zoom Producers
July 4, Jerry Harrington
July 11, Lynn Schauer-Bewley
July 18, Pam Leibring
July 25, Jamie Gailie

June July August

Homecoming Sunday:
September 12th



Calendar

S t .  A n d r e w ' s  N e w s l e t t e r

1 4

S u m m e r  2 0 2 1

June

June 1-8, Office Closed (Vacation)

June 15, Vestry Meeting at 7pm

June 20, Father’s Day

June 22, Staff Meeting at 5:30pm

July

July 5, Office Closed (Fourth of July)

July 14, Chicken Dinner

July 15, Love Rising

July 20, Vestry Meeting at 7pm

July 27, Staff Meeting at 5:30pm

August

August 17, Vestry Meeting at 7pm

August 24, Staff Meeting at 5:30pm

The office will be 
closed all Fridays
in July & August

Coming Back This Fall!
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