
These are the times that try men’s souls. And 
women’s souls too.  !
Thomas Paine wrote those words related to the crisis 
facing our country on the brink of the American 
Revolution. They make sense today, as well. !
Our souls are being tried. Waiting is hard. We all 
want to get back to life as normal. We want the 
church to be normal too. We all want to be back in 
church worshiping as a family. We are all frustrated 
with COVID-19 still being a part of our lives. In fact, 
we may even feel that COVID-19 is controlling our 
lives instead of us, and, to some extent, that may be 
true. Times are tough, and we wish it were not so. !
I want to update you on where we stand regarding 
in-person worship and what our next steps are: !
In June, an overwhelming majority of the vestry was 
not comfortable with us returning to in-person 
church then. We agreed to a strategy of obtaining a 
grant for technology that would allow us to reopen, 
offering folks choices so that they could be part of 
our worshiping community in the way that felt best 
to them. Regardless of which option the person 
chose we would all be worshiping at the same time, 
and we would have music provided by cantors or 
choir members electronically (not in person) The 
choices we hope to offer each individual are: 

 - To continue to worship on Zoom and/or to 
watch the service later on Facebook, youtube, or the 
website 
 - To worship in-person upstairs in the nave with 
masks and social distancing 
 - To worship downstairs with safety guidelines 
appropriate for the virus but also for families with small 
children  

!!
The grant request for the technology will be 
considered by the diocese in September. The 
technology is required to offer these three choices 
and to provide vocal music since singing is not 
allowed during in-person worship. !
Because one part of that technology was selling 
quickly and would take a long time to obtain if it 
sold out, the vestry has purchased that in advance 
from church funds and will reimburse our funds 
when the grant comes in. This way, we would not 
have to wait several months for the part we needed 
once the funding is approved. 

continued on page 2 

From Your Rector

We seek to share  
the unconditional love of God.
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From Your Rector, con’t
continued from page 1 !
The vestry will meet on September 9. We will 
again discuss whether we are comfortable that 
we can return safely and have a way to allow all 
of our members to worship. !
If we feel comfortable, we will begin to put into 
place the logistics for our return. I invite you to 
understand that a return to in-person worship 
will not be a return to “normal.” Just as when we 
go to the doctor’s office or restaurants or grocery 
stores, we will have new guidelines.   The vestry 
will finalize specifics of the guidelines; however, 
based upon the guidelines the bishop has given 
us we will likely ask that you: 
- Sign up in advance to make sure we can 
accommodate you with social distancing and to 
make contact tracing easier should the health 
department require that information later. 
- Provide answers to basic health questions and 
attest that you haven’t been to a state on the 
governor’s quarantine list or been in close contact 
with someone who has tested positive for the virus 
within the past two weeks. 
- Use hand sanitizer upon entering. 
- Wear a mask the whole time. (we may modify this 
requirement for small children downstairs) 
- Sit in one of the spaces we will have marked for you 
(we may modify this requirement for families 
downstairs although we likely will still invite adults 
to social distance from other adults that are not in 
their family) 
- Refrain from hugging or shaking hands with 
others who are not in your family. 
- Go in and out of doors we direct you to and use the 
bathroom only on the floor you have chosen. 

- Refrain from kneeling. A volunteer will need to 
sanitize every surface touched, and sanitizing 
kneelers is more complicated than sanitizing just 
pews. 
- Refrain from singing. Singing creates a different 
type of particle than talking does. The particle 
created by singing carries a lot farther. 
- Avoid entering or leaving in a large group all at one 
time. Ideally, one family unit will enter or leave at a 
time.  
- We may also invite you to respect other guidelines 
depending upon the viral caseload and best science 
at the time we meet.  !
We will let you know what the vestry decides on 
September 9 and, if appropriate, provide an 
approximate target date for our return. We may 
also ask you to volunteer for logistical tasks that 
need to be accomplished before and during the 
return. !
I share with you the grief and frustration that 
“normal” is still a ways off. However, I rejoice 
with you that we will find a way to worship God 
as a community during this trying time and that 
we are moving closer to this new way to worship. 
I also rejoice that we are finding a way to be 
community that provides enough choices so that 
no one is left out. !
Keep the faith. In times of darkness, God always 
provides a light at the other side. !
Randi+ !
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In consultation with the chancellors of the Diocese of Northwestern Pennsylvania and the Diocese of Western 
New York, Bishop Sean has determined that the annual conventions of both dioceses will be held on Saturday, 
November 7, as a virtual gathering due to the coronavirus pandemic. !
The one-day, paperless convention will begin in the morning with a joint Zoom session on our shared mission, 
with special emphases on racial justice work and the development of our mission strategy. The morning session 
will include worship, Bishop Sean's address and a report from the Mission Strategy Advisory Group. In the 
afternoon, each diocese will have a business session, which will also be held on Zoom. !
The bishop's address and worship will be viewable online via Zoom, Facebook and YouTube for anyone to watch. 
In order to participate in the business sessions of convention, delegates will need a dependable internet 
connection and access to Zoom (see technical requirements). Clergy or delegates who anticipate connectivity or 
technological challenges that might make it difficult to participate in convention from home are asked to email 
communications@episcopalpartnership.org. !
If you are a delegate and unable to attend convention, notify Gabrie'l Atchison of the change.  !
Watch for future newsletters with convention updates and a preliminary schedule and visit the diocesan website 
for convention information.

2020 Diocesan Convention 

St. Andrew’s Community Store is open on a modified schedule.  

Wednesday 11 am – 4 pm  
Saturday 10am - 2 pm 

What you need to know: 
1. All customers and volunteers are required to wear a mask.  
2. Hand sanitizer will be offered to you when you enter.  
3. Please follow the arrows to help reduce congestion in high traffic areas and use a shopping basket to collect your purchases. 
Remember to maintain Social Distance. 
4. Only 4 shoppers will be allowed in the store at a time. We request no children at this time. If you have children with you, they must 
be in a stroller, and/or always stay with you. Toys and stuffed animals are not to be played with unless you are purchasing. A volunteer 
will signal you to come in when an opening is available if we are at capacity. 
5. Donation policies have changed. Clothing must be washed, folded and in clear bags or boxes not exceeding medium tote size. 
Household, toys, books, and decorative items must be clean/sanitized. Only 4 bags or boxes will be allowed at one time. ALL 
DONATIONS MUST GO TO THE BACK DOOR. Let a volunteer know you have a donation, and they will meet you at the back door.  
6. Cleaning of frequently touched counters, doorknobs, and shopping baskets will happen often. 

We aim to create a safe shopping area for you and our volunteers. If you are sick, have signs of COVID-19 please come visit us when 
you are healthy. Thank you for your support and cooperation!

St. Andrew's Community Store is OPEN! 
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VIRTUAL SERVICES ONLINE 
— Sunday Service at 10:45 am — 

— Cafe Service at 7:00 pm — 
Every 4th Wednesday 

FIND THE ZOOM LINKS ON FACEBOOK & StAndrewsBurt.com 

2020 Vestry  
Members  

 
Wardens 

Meg Whitmore 
Doug Wintersteen !

Vestry 
Kay Mayer 

Rob Pritchard 
Jamie Gailie 

Sue Villeneuve 
Lynn Schauer-Bewley 

Chris Jordan !
Treasurer 

Bill Buchanan !
Vestry Clerk 

TBA !
Deanery/Convention 

Delegates 
Sue Villeneuve 

Cindy Harrington 

!— Wednesday AM Conference Call — 
To allow those who do not have 

computers or fast Internet to still feel 
part of our community, Pastor Randi 

will be hosting a weekly conference call 
every Wednesday at 10 am. ZOOM has 

changed the procedure, which is shown 
below. This info has changed and may 

be different than was listed in the 
newsletter. We will pray together and 

share what is going on in our lives.  !Dial 646-558-8656 Enter  782 733 831# Enter participant id  # Enter passcode 428931

St. Andrew's Community Store is OPEN! 

Current Schedule: 

Wednesday 11 am – 4 pm  
Saturday 10am - 2 pm
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St. Paul’s, Lewiston  
St Paul's, Lewiston has announced the retirement of their Priest-in-Charge, Rev Barbara Price, effective Aug 

31st.  Due to this, they have moved their Worship Service to Saturdays at 4pm starting 9/5 with Pastor Randi 
the Celebrant each week. Randi will also be advising them on parish development through the end of the year.

Vestry Clerk 
Mark W resigned as vestry clerk.  A new clerk will be appointed at the Sept vestry meeting. 

Zoom Login for All Services  
Zoom service https://zoom.us/j/542100252  The password is Ontario (if requested).  If you would like to join 

in from your phone, the phone number is 646-876-9923.  Zoom has changed the procedure…When prompted, 
enter meeting code 542100252#, enter participant id  #, enter passcode 1772247.  

Gospel Women Online Course  
On September 12 from 10 a.m. to noon, licensed worship leaders are invited to attend The Gospel Women 

course, led by the Rev. Dr. Sandra K. Jones. The online course will offer a brief study of the words of women in 
the gospels of Mark and John (the gospels of the upcoming Year B). 

Download a flyer to learn more. Email Ellen Shulin Rutherford or call 814.589.7660 to register by September 
3. The Zoom invitation, link, and other handouts will be sent by September 10 to registrants.

Financial Status as of July 2020  

Total Expenses $102,305      % of Pledges on Time  48% 

Actual Income $80,895   Goal for Pledges on Time  80% 

    Income Equals 79.1% of Expenses 

!
Office Hours 

Until the office has reopened (M-F, 2-5pm), Shawn will be working from home.  The best way to reach him is 
via office email (office@standrewsburt.com). 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Deacon Martha’s 8.9.20 Sermon
They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us 
kill him and throw him into the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal 
has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” !
Sweet dreams, in your wildest dreams, never did I dream, dream big, 
dream a little dream of me, I wouldn’t dream of it, I have a dream, living 
the dream, dream come true... 

Wow! What a day for Joseph the 17 year-old dreamer. Perhaps he’s been 
a little too plain or exuberant in speaking about his dreams? He’s already 
favored by Israel; wearing a beautiful coat of many colors-long-sleeved 
and ankle length...And bitterness, jealousy, insecurity can do a number 
on people and cause them to act in ways that are less than Christ-like or 
maybe a better term for Hebrew Scripture, “God-fearing”. His siblings 
are ready to do away with him, but a bit of reasoning and more scheming 
and conniving, set the scene for a different scenario. 

So, what about us? Love Children, born of the same lineage, breathing 
the same air as our ancestors for myriad centuries, roots that are soul-
deep and undeniably more the same than different? What dreams to you 
and I have that will unite us? Not only the sleepy time plays acted out in 
our sub-conscious minds-though there is value in those if one is 
attentive-but the real and earnest desires and visions set upon our 
hearts by God and enacted through The Holy Spirit. 

Dreams can be dangerous because they disrupt the way things are, 
imaging the “oughtness” of life that transcends the “isness” of reality. 
Sometimes they threaten the status quo while envisioning a new way of 
life. A different kind of world, like what Joseph dreams of and describes, 
“the sun, the moon, the eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 

Maybe dreaming’s dangerous because it can get one into trouble. Look 
what happened to John Lewis, (he was willing to get into ‘good trouble’), 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks and how many others? 
Dreaming can land you in jail and worse... “I have a dream that one day 
on the red hills of Georgia, sons of former slaves and sons of former 
slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of 
brotherhood. I have a dream that one day, even the state of Mississippi, a 
state sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of 
oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice. I 
have a dream my four little children will one day live in a nation where 
they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of 
their character...Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Be truthful, what is it 
you think Dr. King would have to say today about his dream being 
realized? If one cares to look, statistics provide a grim view of the reality-
Pastor Randi provided some figures several weeks ago in her homily; 
anyone involving themselves in the Sacred Ground sessions is becoming 
more aware of the inequities among blacks, people of color, Indigenous 
persons and white people; educational opportunities available through 
the Commission to Dismantle Racism are eye-opening. 

Does anyone dream of a peaceable kingdom? An existence where swords 
are beaten into plowshares? Where the basic needs and the well-being of 
citizens is prized and valued more than the build-up of weapons, the tit-
for-tat defense contracts that enhance only the bank accounts of the 
contractors and the legislators as they trample those in line at the food 

bank or in the unemployment line, anxious to deposit their ill-gotten 
gains. 

This is a statement from President Eisenhower, a Five-Star General in 
WWII, after the death of Stalin and referencing the Cold War. Though it 
is decades old, I believe it has merit and the essence is the same today as 
in the time it was written: 
“Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired 
signifies, in the final sense, a theft from those who hunger and are not 
fed, those who are cold and not clothed. This world in arms is not 
spending money alone. It is spending the sweat of its laborers, the 
genius of its scientists, the hopes of its children. The cost of one modern 
heavy bomber is this: a modern brick school in more than 30 cities. It is 
two electric power plants, each serving a town of 60,000 population. It is 
two fine, fully equipped hospitals. It is 50 miles of concrete pavement. 
We pay for a single fighter with a half million bushels of wheat. We pay 
for a destroyer with new homes that could have housed more than 8,000 
people. This is not a way of life at all in any true sense. Under the cloud 
of threatening war, it is humanity hanging from a cross of iron.” 

For those who dream of peace and seek ways to promote it, The 
Episcopal Peace Fellowship is an excellent resource. 

Are human beings ready to embrace the dream of a world in which we 
realize the gift of, the importance of, every living organism and our 
interdependence, not dominance? An earth on which we share, value, 
conserve, steward well all the resources that God, the creator, brought 
forth? Eucharistic Prayer C reminds us,” At your command all things 
came to be; the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the 
planets in their course, and this fragile earth, our island home.” We 
acknowledge with the words, “By your will they were created and have 
their being.” Then, “From the primal elements you brought forth the 
human race, and BLESSED US, with memory, reason and skill. You made 
us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, betrayed your trust; 
and we turned against one another.” Our response is,” Have mercy, Lord, 
for we are sinners in your sight. 

The garden is wide and plentiful, and it is good. Though we may not 
know its bounds, our faith still asks us to care for it-the known and 
unknown. 

It is true, I believe, that dreams need to be updated, refined. And if we 
understand in our hearts and souls the dreams that stem from God, and 
the breath of the Holy Spirit, different from those that are simply our 
own whims and desires, we will prize and defend them. With God, 
nothing is wasted. Love uses all kinds of people, experiences and 
circumstances. Real dreamers learn to forgive; they are patient, 
persistent, courageous and act upon the dream(s) even if, when failures 
happen and others scorn, scoff, stand in the way or try to kill them. 

Can it be that we’re on the Threshold of a Dream? The thin place where 
heaven and earth meet? Nightmares banished, working hand-in-hand in 
a “dream job” with all humanity, to ensure liberty and justice for ALL. We 
must dream to stay alive. Howard Thurman wrote, “Don’t ask what the 
world needs. Ask what makes you come alive and go do it. Because what 
the world needs is people who have come alive.” 
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Imagine what it would have been like to have been in the palace 
that day when Joseph forgave his brothers. This powerful man – 
second only behind Pharoah – weeping so loudly that he could 
be heard throughout the palace. Imagine all those years of pent-
up emotion released at this moment. Joseph lets himself be 
vulnerable, allows himself to forgive. 

Imagine how Joseph felt after this release. I expect he felt many 
pounds lighter without that extra weight of carrying a grudge. 
Perhaps he felt that he could skip to the moon. Despite having 
the responsibility for feeding a large part of the ancient world 
during a famine, Joseph felt suddenly free. 

Forgiving others will do that to us. Forgiving those who’ve done 
wrong to us actually frees us. Forgiving others actually heals us. 

A study published in Psychology Today found that patients 
who’d just undergone coronary surgery that also received 
forgiveness therapy had better blood flow to their hearts than 
those who had just received the same surgery but no forgiveness 
therapy. 

A study in Frontiers in Human Neuroscience and Science 
Magazine showed that holding onto past hurts negatively 
affects our brain in several ways. 

It causes despair that can be severe enough to require therapy 
and drugs. 

It causes the body’s fight or flight response to overwork, 
meaning you have trouble thinking rationally or creatively. 

By rehashing old hurts over and over, you flood your brain with 
cortisol, which means you have trouble recalling anything else. 

Rehashing old hurts also heightens your sensitivity and means 
you will get hurt more easily in the future. 

On the flip side, separate studies using MRIs found that when 
the brain achieves forgiveness, the frontal cortex is activated. 
This leads to: 

More rational thinking, especially the ability to see other points 
of view 

More integrity and moral behavior because the frontal cortex is 
the morality center of the brain 

Less pain and suffering; in fact, scientists believe that 
forgiveness evolved in humans as a way for the body to heal 
itself 

So with all the benefits of forgiveness, we are all waiting in line 
to forgive everyone, right?  

Forgiveness is hard. We have been treated wrongly, and for 
some reason, we tend to dwell on it. The injustice of it all. The 
betrayal. We want revenge so that the person who hurt us will 
feel the hurt we feel. We know we should forgive, and we decide 
that others may be able to forgive because the wrongs done to 
them weren’t as bad as what was done to us. 

Joseph, as we heard last week, was beaten, thrown into a pit and 
sold into slavery by his brothers. Our lectionary skipped his 
adventures in Egypt, but the Bible tells us a decent master 
named Potiphar bought him. Joseph had a pretty good gig as 
slavery goes until Potiphar’s wife falsely accused him of raping 
her. Then he went to jail, where he stayed a long time until his 
ability to interpret dreams got him an appointment with 
Pharoah, who pardoned him and put him in the position he has 
now. Joseph had to forgive the betrayal of his brothers and the 
lies told by Potiphar’s wife. People did some terrible things to 
Joseph, but he forgave. 

As Christians, we follow Jesus the Christ. Jesus was sold out to 
the Romans and Jewish leadership by one of his closest friends. 
In a kangaroo court, he was convicted of a trumped-up charge 
and executed as a common criminal in an excruciating way. Yet, 
as he died, he said, “Father forgive them.” 

We’ve all had bad things done to us –many of them done by 
family or friends, but we probably can’t top what friends and 
family did to Jesus or even to Joseph. Yet they forgave. 

Some cool things happened with Joseph when he forgave. He 
saw where God was at work in the world. He saw where God had 
used the bad things that happened to him to help others.  He 
saw where God had turned evil into good and how God expected 
Him – Joseph – to be part of that good. 

No wonder, Joseph cried. He’d no doubt struggled to forgive the 
big hurt from being sold into slavery. Then as he started to 
forgive, that act opened up his heart and brain to see how God 
had turned that evil around and used it to save much of the 
ancient world. Joseph saw how he was at the center of God’s 
vision and how much good he could do for others out of this 
hurt to him. In this moment of weeping, Joseph let go of all 
that hurt and embraced the good God had called him to do out 
of that hurt. At that moment, Joseph was healed. 

Forgive. Join God at work. Be healed. 

Pastor Randi’s 8.16.20 Sermon
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Pastor Randi’s 8.23.20 Sermon
I want to describe to you a young man. He isn’t particularly well 
educated. He’s impetuous. His heart is in the right place most of 
the time, but he often blurts out words without thinking and 
messes up. He has trouble loving people of all religions and 
ethnicity equally and in believing that God loves them, too. He 
bumbles around, bursting into situations when he should stay 
out of them. He has trouble sticking by his friends, especially if 
staying by them poses any risk to himself. He wants to do right 
but has trouble staying focused and sticking with it. His faith is 
all over the map. 

This doesn’t sound much like a minister does it? Ministers are 
stable, educated, careful, right? Ministers have gifts, right? 

The man I just described was Simon Peter, an uneducated 
fisherman. This Simon Peter interrupted a holy moment of 
Transfiguration to ask if he should build tents. He believed that 
the Gospel was only for the Jews. He initially refused to let 
Jesus wash his feet at the Last Supper. He started walking on 
water but lost his focus on Jesus and Jesus had to save him from 
drowning. He denied he even knew Jesus three times when the 
heat was on. 

Peter, however, in his heart knows who Jesus is. He recognizes 
that Jesus is the Messiah. When he makes that declaration, 
Jesus renames him and equips him with the gifts he needs. 
Peter, whose faith is the basis upon which all of Christianity is 
founded is most definitely a minister. 

We are all ministers, too. When we are baptized we -- or our 
parents -- declared that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God. 
We received gifts. We are ministers. We may minister in a formal 
way, such as a Lay Eucharistic Minister, or a MOPS leader, or 
vestry member, or altar guild member, or buildings and grounds 
member. Whether or not we have a formal church ministry, we 
are all ministers because we are called to proclaim the love of 
God in all activities we do. 

We all were given gifts that, when put together with other gifts, 
make up a functioning body of Christ in the world. God didn’t 
give us these gifts so we could be vain or proud of what we’ve 
done. God didn’t give them to us to ignore or to use purely for 
the secular world. God has given us these gifts because of what 
the church community and the local community would need.  

Now that we have more context, I want to read a portion of the 
Romans passage to us again – this time from the Message 
translation of the Bible – an idiomatic translation.  

So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your 
everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, 

and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. 
Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do 
for him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you 
fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on 
God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize 
what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the 
culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of 
immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-
formed maturity in you. 

I’m speaking to you out of deep gratitude for all that God has 
given me, and especially as I have responsibilities in relation to 
you. Living then, as every one of you does, in pure grace, it’s 
important that you not misinterpret yourselves as people who 
are bringing this goodness to God. No, God brings it all to you. 
The only accurate way to understand ourselves is by what God is 
and by what he does for us, not by what we are and what we do 
for him. 

In this way, we are like the various parts of a human body. Each 
part gets its meaning from the body as a whole, not the other 
way around. The body we’re talking about is Christ’s body of 
chosen people. Each of us finds our meaning and function as a 
part of his body. But as a chopped-off finger or cut-off toe we 
wouldn’t amount to much, would we? So since we find ourselves 
fashioned into all these excellently formed and marvelously 
functioning parts in Christ’s body, let’s just go ahead and be 
what we were made to be, without enviously or pridefully 
comparing ourselves with each other, or trying to be something 
we aren’t. 

If you know Peter’s story, you know that after His encounter 
with the Risen Lord, he was transformed. Not all at once, but bit 
by bit, into the stable, trustworthy Rock Jesus knew he was. He 
used his gifts of leadership and preaching to spread the Gospel. 
This unlikely minister became the first leader of the church in 
Rome. 

We also have encountered the Risen Lord. And we have gifts. 
Every gift is extraordinary – from the gift of knitting and 
gardening to the gift of communication and teaching and 
preaching. We are part of a community of faith and have gifts 
that complement those of others within our community. We are 
ministers. 

We are the Rock. Not just Peter. Yes – we – you and me- are the 
Rock. We are the Rock that ministers to the world.
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Letters to Evelyn  
I’ve received some great letters for Evelyn...I know the letters are now getting there very quickly via 

email, so I’d like to show our support to Evelyn by writing to her more.  

I KNOW we are all busy and dealing with different things during this COVID time, but I promise you a 
letter to Evelyn will only take a few minutes. Even a very short 4 sentence letter will do.  

So, there a few ways you can do this: 

1. Write a letter, take a picture of it, send it to me as an attachment in an email. 

2.  Email me and instead of talking to me, write the letter there.  

3.  Type up a letter and send it as an attachment to me.  

My email is: jgailie30@gmail.com 

Thank you for all your help with this!! 

Jamie Gailie 

— Dates — 
 

Vestry Meeting 9/9 at 6:30 pm 

Deanery Reopening Meeting 9/14 at 7:00 pm 

Staff Meeting 9/22 at 5:30 pm 

Cafe Service 9/23 at 7:00 pm 

Outdoor Service 9/27 at 5:00 pm (25 People max) 

Randi on Vacation 9/29-10/4
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Guidelines for those attending the service on September 27th 
We will be having a 6pm outdoor service on September 27 (weather permitting) for those people who have 

been unable to access our Zoom services. This service is limited to 25 people, including the priest and 
helpers, and pre-registration is required through the office. If you are one of the people who will be 

attending the service, here is what you need to know: !
Despite the number of cases having leveled, COVID-19 still poses risks to everyone. COVID poses even more significant 
risks to those of us who are older than 65 and those who have pre-existing conditions such as diabetes or respiratory 
ailments. People in these vulnerable categories are more likely to catch the virus and the virus is more likely to be serious 
or life-threatening for them. !
Please know that, even though we’ve used the best science available in designing our in-person worship on September 
27, it will not be risk-free. Make your decision about whether you will join us in person with that in mind. !
Here are the guidelines that we 
will follow. 
• We will post signs with 
symptoms of the coronavirus and 
ask you to pray at home, rather 
than in-person with us, if you are 
unwell even if you have 
preregistered. 
• We will show our love for each 
other by all wearing masks for the 
whole service. We ask that you 
bring your own. 
• We will have no physical contact. 
We will show our love for each 
other by staying six feet away from 
each other at all times. 
• We invite you to bring your own 
prayer book, bulletin insert and 
beverage (in a closed container). Bring your own chair if possible. We won’t have any prayer books, inserts or coffee 
available for you because we don’t want you to risk 
touching a surface after someone else. We will have a few chairs for those who aren’t able to bring their own. 
• We will sit six feet apart, although families may sit together. We will mark spots where you may place your chair. 
• We will ask you to sign in for the service to help with contact tracing if one of our group is later found to have the virus 
or to have come in close contact with someone who did. 
• We will not sing. Singing spreads the virus much more rapidly. 
• We will all use hand sanitizer before the service, when going up for Communion, and after the service. 
• Readers will read from their spots rather than coming up to the front. 
• We will have Eucharist with host only. I will put the host in disposable cups, and each person will come up one at a time 
to get a cup with the host, then take it back to their seats to consume. We will all throw away our cups in the wastebasket 
provided to avoid others touching them. Please know that you do not have to take Communion if you feel unsafe; you 
can just pray with us. 
• The service will be shorter than a typical Eucharist service. We will do fewer readings and will choose the shortest 
variations of all liturgical elements. The longer we are gathered, the more viral matter potentially builds up. 
• We will discourage gathering too early for worship and staying after worship for coffee hour. 
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September 23 at 7pm
To join in, the zoom link is on the 

website, and if requested, the password 
is "Ontario."
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Bishop of Western New York  
The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe 

Rector 
The Rev. Randi Hicks Rowe 

Wardens 
Meg Whitmore 

Doug Wintersteen 
Vestry 

Chris Jordan 
Sue Villeneuve 

Kay Mayer 
Rob Pritchard 
Jamie Gailie 

Lynn Schauer-Bewley

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
2239 West Creek Road, P.O. Box 133 Burt, New York 14028-0133  

Office@StAndrewsBurt.com      www.StAndrewsBurt.com       716.778.7633

Office Hours: 
 Officer Manager: Shawn Slother 
Music Director & Organist: Joe Breczka, Jr. 
Treasurer: Bill Buchanan 
Vestry Clerk: TBA 
Sexton: Jerilyn Carney 
St. Andrew’s Community Store: Cynthia Harrington 
Church School Superintendent: Nancy Pestinger 
Choir Librarian: Shirley Litz 
Altar Guild Director: Dorothy Cheasty 
Convention & Niagara Deanery Delegates: Susan Villeneuve & Cindy 
Harrington
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