
Happy Homecoming. 

Many of us have journeyed this summer to see 
family and friends or to see new and 
sometimes exotic sights. We’ve recreated and 
been re-created as we’ve enjoyed God’s 
creation and beautiful, though sometimes 
rainy, weather. 

From Your Rector

We are a diverse community of faith called by God 
to love, worship, pray, support and serve.

Sunday Services at 10:45 am 
Sunday School at 10:30 am

Now, we return to a regular schedule of 
church activities and a new program year. I 
invite you to prayerfully consider 
involvement in our ministries here – we 
need people with all types of gifts to help us 
build the beautiful city at St Andrew's.  If 
you enjoy working with children, I invite you 
to talk with me about how you might help 
with Sunday School (superior Bible 
knowledge is NOT required).  If you sing 
(and that means all those folks who were in 
Godspell),  I invite you to talk with Joe about 
joining the choir.  If you have gifts for 
maintaining the buildings and grounds or 
for fellowship, worship and 
communications, we invite you to join those 
ministries as well.  A full list of contacts for 
every ministry is on the back of our new 
directory.  

I look forward to everyone returning to 
regular worship in the house of the Lord and 
to new involvement in this holy place.  

Randi  +

I was glad when they said to me.  
 “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”  
Now our feet are standing 
 within your gates, O Jerusalem.  
Jerusalem is built as a city  
 that is at unity with itself.  
    Psalm 122:1-3
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Jesus challenges us to feed the hungry.   

St. Andrew’s, like many churches in our community, 
faithfully supports the mission of our local food pantry.  
Here at St. Andrew’s we strive to provide continuous 
support with food and money to this vital community 
ministry.  This year the Sunday school will continue to 
select monthly themes for giving to the Newfane Food 
Pantry.   For September we will collect dental and health 
supplies for the Community food pantry.   You can 
contribute by purchasing toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
soap and deodorant;  put your donation in the 
collection basket in the Narthex.  Donations of food, 
supplies, or money can be brought in any time during the 
month.    

A Special place for small worshipers: The children’s 
corner in the back of the Sanctuary will be available as a 
quiet play area for children age 2-6.  The purpose of this 
area is to allow very young worshipers to feel comfortable 
and at home during the service time. Parents are 
encouraged to sit nearby to monitor their children as they 
play in this special worship space.  Activity bags on the 
small coat tree located near the children’s corner are for 
children to take to their family pew and use during the 
service.

It has been a wonderful summer filled with 
wonderful times with friends and family.   The 
Christian Education team would like to send out 
kudos to the performers, support personnel, and 
musicians that made this summer’s Godspell project 
a wonderful success.  We are inspired and renewed as 
we step into our fall faith journey here at St. 
Andrew’s.  The Sunday school invites all youth, ages 
3 to 18, to gather with us on September 10 for 
Homecoming Sunday.  We will begin the year with 
a story, games, and activities that highlight our 
kindness theme for the year.   Reverend Randi will 
have a special kid’s message and backpacks will be 
blessed.  All students, teachers, and school support 
staff are invited to bring their bag in for a special 
blessing for a year filled with exciting educational 
adventures.  The Educational team also invites 
everyone to a pot-luck luncheon following the 
service to continue our homecoming celebration.  
Bring a dish to pass; plates, cups, and beverage will 
be furnished by the Sunday school staff.  Learn more 
about our community service project, Kindness 
Rocks.  Come join us for a wonderful morning of fun 
and get connected with your friends, new and old, 
here at St. Andrew’s. 

There will be a registration table in the Undercroft.  
Parents/caretakers of new students are requested to 
fill out a registration form and photo permission.  
Forms are available in this newsletter and on the 
website.  Returning students need only have 
information updated and sign a photo permission 
for the 2017-18 year.  Only one photo permission 
form per family is needed, just list all of your 
children on it.   There will be three groups offered for 
Christian exploration: Pre-K (age 3) to grade 3, 
grades 4-8, and high school grades 9-12. 

See you September 10!  

Sunday School Happenings
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Diocesan News

KEEP THIS DATE OPEN: NOVEMBER 11, 2017  
Even though it’s early, please be thinking about your donations for the Bazaar.  Below are some ideas. 

Country Store   Homemade Items  Christmas Store  Candy Booth 
Jams / Jellies / Pickles Mittens   Wired Ribbon   Sugar 
Chili Sauce, Salsa, etc.  Hats    Ornaments   Nuts 
    Scarves, etc.   Usable Christmas Decor Chocolate Chips 
            Butter  
            Brown Sugar 
Remember the Bake Sale   Basket Auction  
Breads / Pies / Cookies / Cakes / etc.  Think about donating a basket.  Sign-up sheet in church in September 

Donations 
If you are unable to participate in preparations, monetary donations to help with supplies are greatly appreciated. 
 
The craft meetings are at the Church at 10am Mondays August 28, September 11 & 25, October 9 & 23.  Look for 
more information on bulletin board.

Bazaar News

Episcopal Day at Darien Lake -Sunday, September 10th.  Cost $25, includes ticket to the park, parking 
and dinner.  Contact Wendy Schumacher, wschumacher@episcopalwny.org 

Catholic Health Faith Community Nurse Program, St. Benedict's RC Church, St. Leo the Great RC Church and 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church-Eggertsville are co-sponsoring a four-part series on “Important Documents: What 
are they and why do I need them?”   All sessions will take place at St. Leo the Great RC Church (885 Sweet 
Home Rd. in Amherst) and are free.  The sessions are as follows: 

• Session 1, Thursday, Sept. 14, 7 to 8:30 p.m.  Introduction to Important Documents; introductory 
discussion of the importance of advanced directives and medical terms surrounding critically ill 
patients 

• Session 2, Thursday, Oct. 12, 7 to 8:30 p.m.  Sherry Pomeroy RN, PhD, Faith Community Nurse will 
discuss the hows and whys of completing Advanced Directives and ways to initiate conversations to 
make your wishes known.   Fr. Ray Corbin, pastoral care department RPCI, will talk about end of life 
through the eyes of faith. 

• Session 3, Thursday, Oct. 26, 7-8:30 p.m.  Elderlaw Attorney Joseph Gervase, Esq. will share his 
expertise regarding wills and powers of attorney. 

• Session 4, Thursday, Nov. 2, 7-8:30 p.m.  Funeral Director John Dengler will provide information about 
why pre-planning a funeral is a good choice for some people. 

Oct 27-28. Diocesan Convention
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May & June 2017 
Resolved: 

✓ Approved up to $1,400 for rental of 8 mics, and for the purchase of materials to construct a temporary 
platform for Godspell production.  Funds to be taken from Leyland Scholarship, with the intention of 
replacing this amount with any overhead proceeds from the production.  !

✓ Approved use of funds (up to $800) from the storm damage insurance for bulldozer work and tree 
removal in the Prayer Garden (see discussion below).  

✓ Approved authorization for Michael Depew (treasurer) to get 3 Key Bank credit cards for the church, 
with cards being assigned to Rev. Randi Hicks Rowe (Priest), Pamela Leibring (Youth Group advisor), 
and Michael Depew (Parish Administrator and Treasurer).   !

Reports: 
• Rev. Randi expressed that she feels hopeful about the many functions at St. Andrew’s (Darien Lake 

trip, Godspell production). 
• Rev. Randi reminded Vestry members about the July 23rd combined picnic Eucharist with St. John’s.  
• Melissa Naylor expressed her excitement about the start of the Godspell production.  She also 

commended Doug Wintersteen for his helpful input and participation in the production.  Melissa 
expressed her gratitude to the Vestry for its support. 

• Paul Mayer reported on the Leyland Family donation that is in the initial stages of planning.  The 
family is considering the following donation in Mr. Leyland’s name: 
▪ Stone (or wooden) bench in the Prayer Garden (closer to the lot, allowing easy access) 
▪ 2 lilac bushes 

• Paul Mayer (Buildings & Grounds) discussed further details about the Prayer Garden clean-up: 
▪ The hill at the north end of the garden needs to be bulldozed and grazed, allowing easier access 

for mowing and maintaining. 
▪ The large tree at the top of that hill, and several dead trees within the Prayer Garden, need to 

be removed. 
• The St. Andrew’s Mother’s Day Breast Cancer Walk Team raised $455 for the benefit. 
• Vestry members agreed that Youth Recognition Sunday was outstanding and praised the Sunday 

School teachers for the work they did in making it a memorable and meaningful service for all. !
Addendum August 2, 2017  !
✓ [Via email communication] Vestry members voted in favor of transferring $7,000 from the Building 

and Grounds Reserve Fund to the checking account to pay the August bills (due to the reduction in 
summer pledges).  !

Lisa Roeseler 
Clerk of the Vestry

Vestry Highlights
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“Oh Summer, I hate to see you 
leave.”  Have you ever felt that 
way?.....  I hope that everyone had 
a great time of rest, relaxation, and 
recreation.  September is a great 
time to catch up on those missed 
Sundays over the summer.  If you’d 
like to know where you stand on 
your pledge, just give me a Yell, 
call, or email and I’ll “hook you up.”  !
Please note that any time there is a 
special “offering“ envelope for the 
week in your offering envelope 
box, any contributions received in 
this envelope will go toward the 
Leyland Scholarship fund for 
sending children to camp and 
supporting other youth activities 
rather than toward your pledge.  
These contributions will be noted 
in the Designated Gifts portion of 
your financial statement. !
Thanks,  
Mike 

GODSPELL: An All-Church Project 
          
First, thank you for your support in all ways!  The vestry 
hoped that this offering would be one that would share our 
gifts to the greater community in hopes that it might 
inspire and challenge others in God’s word and work.  
          
Both personally and professionally I wrestle with the 
hypocrisy presented between doing what is just and doing 
what is law.  How can I do what God asks while also 
obeying the ‘laws’ of the governing?  
 
In Godspell, the cast wrestled with the parable of the Good 
Samaritan.  Why would a person pass by a man dying on 
the street?  We discovered that strict laws prohibited 
touching the unclean, even if that person was dying on the 
street.  In this parable Jesus challenges us to question 
these laws that keep us from fulfilling our responsibilities 
as Christians to care for all peoples in every land, of every 
religion, of every race. !
From the parable of the Good Samaritan illustrated in our 
performance of Godspell, we are asked..... 
“Now which of the three was a neighbor to him?  
“The one who showed mercy, he replied.” “Now, “go and do, 
likewise.” 

ON YOUR PATH, EVERYDAY  
IN YOUR HEART, COULD YOU DEFEND  

THAT, GIVEN THE CHANCE  
YOU’D BE, THE GOOD SAMARITAN? !

Melissa Naylor 
Junior Warden 

!

Financial Status as of July 31, 2017 
 

Total Expenses $108,287 
Actual Income  $98,494   !
% of Pledges on Time  63%  

Goal for Pledges on Time  80%  
  

Income Equals 91.0% of Expenses 

Money Matters Warden’s View
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Calling all Choristers and want-to-be 
Choristers! 

I can’t believe that the summer is winding down as 
we prepare for our September launch of the Choir 
season!  Boy how the summer flew by! 

September is the beginning of our Choir season at 
St. Andrew's.  It’s that time of year where we warm 
up our voices to Praise Him through our music and 
anthems! 

Our first Choir rehearsal is scheduled for TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 12 AT 7:00 PM.  I invite anyone who 
is interested in singing with our Choir to attend.  I 
also extend a special invitation to all those folks 
who participated in Godspell in July. You are all 
welcome to join us and we would LOVE to have you 
with us. 

Many people say “Well, I do not have a good voice” 
or “I can’t read music.”  Please know that our Choir 
is a welcoming Choir and we will work with you to 
enhance your musical skills.  If you have the desire 
to join us, we have the people to help you. 

I look forward to a very exciting and fun year.  New 
music, new events, and great friendship within the 
Choir community! 

St. Andrew's continues to be blessed with many 
things, including our music program.  We look 
forward  with great excitement to the opportunity 
to Worship and Praise Him through our music.  

If you have any questions or want to talk about 
your involvement in our Choir, please feel free to 
get in touch with me.  

Hope to see the regulars and some new faces at our 
first Choir rehearsal! 

Joe Breczka, Jr. 
Music Director & Organist

St Andrew’s experienced a new chapter in our 
musical journey of faith. Our production of Godspell 
this summer was a huge success! It took a lot more 
than the very talented cast and musicians that we 
are blessed with to make this work. It took many 
people working together in all aspects of the 
production to make Godspell as successful and 
memorable as it has been. For that I extend a 
heartfelt “Thank You” to our entire church family. 
It’s amazing what we can accomplish when we work 
together! 
 
The gospel groove band is ready to continue our 
community partnership schedule this September, 
after being a big part of Godspell. 
 
The GGB has been asked to participate in St. Paul’s 
Cathedral’s 200th Anniversary celebration in 
September!  The date is Saturday afternoon, 
September 23, from 3:00-6:00 PM. The Cathedral 
will be blocking off Pearl Street for this event. The 
gospel groove band will be jamming out at this party 
along with Joyful Noise and the Big House Band. We 
joined these two bands last September in a concert 
in Cathedral Park. This should be a great time, come 
on out to downtown Buffalo and enjoy the fun! 
 
After September the gospel groove band will be busy 
learning some new songs for our set list, which will 
feature our fine brass section.  
 
As always, thank you for your continued support of 
the GGB. Music is a significant part of the footprint 
of St. Andrew’s in our community, and we are 
grateful to be part of it. 
       
Doug Wintersteen

Musical Notes The gospel groove  
band
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It is time for the Little Roses Annual Tea Fund Raiser.  St. Andrew’s is contributing a “paper basket” for the 
basket auction.  There will be a basket in the Narthex where you can donate “paper items” for this very popular 
theme basket.  Anything that is made from paper; paper plates, napkins, cups, wax paper, note cards, 
stationery, you get the idea.  Items will be collected through September 17. 

Basket auction tickets and Tea tickets will be sold here from August 13 through September 17.   If you win and 
are not present at the tea, your basket will be brought to the church for you to pick up.  See Cindy Harrington 
for tickets. 

Our Little Roses, a ministry of the Diocese of WNY, helps to fund the needs of the 70 girls residing at the 
home.  It is with our support, as well as many others, that this mission to the girls of Honduras is and has been 
so successful for the past 26 years.  
  
The major fund raiser for this effort is our annual Tea. The Little Roses Tea will again be held on Sept. 30th 
from 1-3 p.m. at the Diocesan Ministry Center, 1064 Brighton Rd., Tonawanda, NY. Tickets are $25 for the 
event.

Our Little Roses

From the Our Little Roses Website:

OUR LITTLE ROSES MINISTRIES - San Pedro Sula, Honduras  
 
Our Mission  
Our Little Roses Ministries is a non-governmental organization (NGO) dedicated to rescuing 
the girl child in Honduras from situations of risk, empowering and transforming them in a 
loving atmosphere of unity, respect and security into successful women with moral and 
spiritual values, strengthened through the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Our Vision  
Our Little Roses Ministries is committed to preparing Honduran girls to be integral members 
of society by creating an atmosphere of love, self-reliance and respect. Our Little Roses is 
further committed to strengthening the ministry by providing each girl the best education 
possible, bringing others to know its work by making it a model ministry surpassing its own 
boundaries.
Our Core Values  
Faith 
Love  
Justice  
Respect

   St. Andrew’s Newsletter                         September 2017

7



 
Lay Readers   
September 3 Dorothy Cheasty 
September 10 Tom Rowe & Judi Naylor 
September 17 Lisa Roeseler & Margaret Moran 
September 24 Lynn Schauer-Bewley & Judi Naylor

Altar Guild   
September: Dorothy & Gary Cheasty !
Collection Counters  
September: Larry Waters & Bob Heineman

Acolytes   
WELCOME BACK TO ALL ACOLYTES! !
Thank you to all of the adults for the summer help. 
I hope everyone has had a busy and fun filled summer.  
As always, there are openings in our team of acolytes.  
Anyone, 7yrs. old and up, is welcome.  !
**This Year I am going to try to list both months 
together so that maybe there is less confusion as to 
when your child is on. There are always going to be 
dates that don't work for many of us but if you could 
call a substitute for your child or call me at 778-5554 
and leave a message that “help is needed,” I would 
appreciate it.             Sue Villeneuve !
September 3  
Sue Villeneuve, Sean Kelahan, Jackson Condes             
September 10   
Jonathan Pestinger, Sarah Leibring, Addi Naylor      
September 17   
James Leibring, Lauren Kelahan, Jackson Condes  
September 24   
Jarrett Gilson, Lauren Kelahan, Sarah Leibring  !
October 1       
Jonathan Pestinger, Sarah Leibring, Addi Naylor 
October 8    
Sue Villeneuve, Sean Kelahan, Jackson Condes 
October 15   
Jarrett Gilson, Lauren Kelahan, Sarah Leibring 
October 22   
James Leibring, Lauren Kelahan, Jackson Condes 
October 29   
Sue Villeneuve, Sean Kelahan, Jackson Condes 

Schedules
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September 12 — 7 pm  
First Choir rehearsal 

September 17 
First day of Sunday School 
classes 

September 23 
Niagara County Work Crew  
Clean-up Day at St. Andrew’s 

September 30 — 1-3 pm  
Our Little Roses Tea at the 
Diocesan Ministry Center 

October  8 
St.  Francis Day Service – Pet 
Blessing 

October  15 
Applefest at St. John’s 

! !

Dates to Remember
September 10th 
Homecoming Sunday 

Blessing of the Backpacks, 
Sunday School Registration,  

and Games!

BAZAAR  
November 11th 

Craft Meetings, 10 am: 
Monday, August 28 

Monday, September 11  
Monday, September 25 

Monday, October 9  
Monday, October 23
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Student Information

Name:

Address:

Date of Birth:

Grade in School:

School:

Baptized:

If Baptized, where:

Food Allergies:

Other important Info:

Mother's Name: Father's Name:

Address: Address:

Phone #: Phone #:

Cell Phone #: Cell Phone #:

E-Mail address: E-Mail address:

St. Andrew’s Sunday School Registration Form

Student Information

Name:

Address:

Date of Birth:

Grade in School:

School:

Baptized:

If Baptized, where:

Food Allergies:

Other important Info:

Mother's Name: Father's Name:

Address: Address:

Phone #: Phone #:

Cell Phone #: Cell Phone #:

E-Mail address: E-Mail address:
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