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From Your Rector

Every living system has a life cycle. Human bodies, institutions, ministries, and
churches all have life cycles. They have a beginning, middle, and end. They
travel forward in a loop-like pattern. Human bodies and institutions don't travel
backward – at least in our theology. For example, we can't go back to being 15year-olds once we've turned 60. However, God does use new energy and
creativity to create something new. God creates new things in two ways. One is
through resurrection. Our theology teaches us that we essentially cross a
threshold or bridge to a new life when we die. Institutions, ministries, or
churches may go through resurrection, too. They have moved through the cycle
of being planted, growing, maturing, and hospice care. Yet the Holy Spirit
shows how to use the compost of the past to nourish a resurrected life together.
The second way is resuscitation. When a church is resuscitated, it doesn't have
to die to give birth to the creative new thing that emerges. Through listening to
the Holy Spirit, a church or institution that has matured and moving toward
hospice care may recognize the possibility of new life and choose to transition
into that possibility before the institution actually dies. Resuscitation operates
on two loops rather than one. As the church reaches maturity, a small group or
one ministry begins something new. That new ministry or group grows and
nourishes something new while the rest of the church continues as usual. In
resuscitation, the rest of the church finds a way to transition to the new
creation, and the life cycle begins again.
A courageous and forward-thinking group of individuals founded St. Andrew's.
That core group nurtured it through a growth period. Like many mainline
churches, St. Andrew's has begun to lose members over the last few years. I
believe it is now headed down the curve of the first loop. It's not at hospice yet,
but it's probably past its initial growth spurt. However, I see the Holy Spirit
influencing many things in the church on the second loop. Love Rising, the
addition of a music assistant to our staff, intergenerational activities, Adopted
Family, the café service, the hybrid service, and the new energy in vestry are all
a part of the newness of the second loop. I also observe a church trying to make
the transition. I hope you will join me in praying that we continue to hear the
voice of the Holy Spirit and transition into what God wants us to be in our
modern times.
Randi+

(see infographic on page 2)
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Join Us Sundays
10:45
In-Person or on Zoom
Sunday School at 10:30
StAndrewsBurt.com

St. Andrew's
Seeks to Share
the Unconditional
Love of God
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-- Infographic for Pastor Randi's Article on Page 1 --

-- Congratulations to Jamie! --
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Business
Warden's View
What comes to your mind as we enter this season of
Fall? For me I think of “beginnings” as we go into
September, the beginning of a new school/academic
year, dance classes and sports, meeting new
students and greeting peers and coworkers. Our
church life activities begin again too, Lana and
Archer are looking forward to the start of Sunday

St. Andrew's Financial Status
as of July 2022
Total Expenses: $94,198

School and coffee hour! Personally, September feels

Actual Income:$65,372

more like a period of fresh starts than the month of

% of Pledges on Time: 69%

January ever does. As a vestry we are beginning to
shift our focus on gathering together again and will
start to meet monthly in person at the church

Goal for Pledges on Time: 80%
Income Equals: 69.4% of Expenses

(currently the second Wednesday of each month at
7pm). We will continue to offer a Zoom link for
attending but recognize the value of being together
in the church. So I encourage you to reflect upon
what new beginnings you may act upon in your
connection to our St. Andrew’s family this Fall, from
volunteering to host a coffee hour, to assisting with
the service (usher, lay read, acolyte, Zoom producer,
choir),

to

offering

outreach/activity

your

talents

towards

an

(Sunday

School,

Bazaar,

the

Community Store), the opportunities are truly
endless and we as your vestry are always open to
new ideas to help us connect and be a presence
both within the church and outside in our
communities.
Sarah Hornquist, Junior Warden
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August Vestry Highlights
Additional Diocesan Listening Sessions
upcoming
Discussed the consequences of the Wilson-Burt
Rd Bridge closing (April-Sept 2023)
Discussed the upcoming Tailgate Concert
Agreed to hold more in-person meetings rather
than Zoom only
Agreed to be a Light Up Newfane sponsor in
December
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Diocese
Diocesan Convention is October 28-29
The annual joint conventions of the Diocese of Western New York and the Diocese of Northwestern
Pennsylvania will be held October 28-29 at Niagara Falls Convention Center.

Budget Targets Met
The Diocesan Councils of the Dioceses of Northwestern Pennsylvania and Western New York have
approved draft 2023 budgets, which are now available for review.
“In these budgets, we have met all of the targets for operational savings that we projected in the 2018
proposal for our diocesan partnership,” Bishop Sean said. “We have succeeded in freeing up more
money for mission.”

PARTNERSHIP DAY OF PRAYER
ON SEPTEMBER 9th
On September 9, people from the Dioceses of Western New
York and Northwestern Pennsylvania will gather at locations
across the region for a Day of Prayer. The schedule of prayer
services is listed below, and in addition, Canon Vanessa
Butler will lead prayer on the Partnership in Prayer Facebook
page throughout the day.
Participants in the Day of Prayer are invited to share photos
and

reflections

on

social

media

using

the

#partnershipprayerday.
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hashtag

Gallery
Our First Annual Classic Rock Tailgate Party was a fun success!
This is a photo of the cool band "Nite Cruise" who rocked our parking
lot. The October/November Newsletter will feature many photos!

Our Third Annual Love Rising Day was amazing! This photo is of
our "Community Conversation", held in the narthex. We are already
planning next year's event!

September 2022

On Youth Sunday we celebrated our graduationg
seniors Addie Naylor, Lily Koziol, and Sarah Leibring.
Congratulations, Ladies!

We
are
Family!
<3
The Prayer Garden was spruced up for our Love Rising
event. Many thanks to those who worked on all of the
gardens and grounds this summer - they never looked
better!
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Sermon

Pastor Randi, 6.26.22

Throughout the summer, we'll be reflecting on discipleship – how we walk along life's journey
with Jesus. The walk isn't always easy. Sometimes it involves great sacrifice.
When we talk about loving God and our neighbor, we tend to think of this commandment as a
happy one. Perhaps we think to ourselves,
"Oh, love. That's fun. That's easy. I enjoy loving."
But love isn't always so straightforward because to truly love, we have to really open up our
hearts. We must open up our whole selves to God and our neighbors. We have to be vulnerable.
Sometimes we feel uncomfortable being vulnerable. We can be badly hurt that way. To defend
ourselves from hurt, sometimes we only open up part of ourselves to others. To avoid
disappointment, we only open up a piece of ourselves to God, too. We love guardedly.
I want to share a story with you about what happens when we are too guarded in our love vs.
when we open our hearts fully to love.
Some researchers wanted to study a group of gorillas who lived together in something similar to
a camp. Every day, the researchers left their base camp to try getting close to the gorillas to
study them. They packed up their jeeps with all their provisions and took their guns just in case.
After all, you never know what will happen when you get close to gorillas.
And, every day, the gorillas refused to let the researchers get anywhere close to them. Day after
day, the routine was the same.
Finally, one researcher decided to try to leave his guns behind. He decided to risk getting close
to the gorilla without having anything to defend himself. He opened his whole heart without
reservation.
When he did that, the gorillas let him come close enough to study them. In fact, they even invited
the researcher to share their camp with them. All it took to get close to these animals was for the
researcher to stop being so defensive and to be vulnerable instead. He had to be willing to
approach the gorillas being fully open to whatever would happen.
continued on page 7
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Sermon

Pastor Randi, 6.26.22 continued

continued from page 6
Sometimes we approach other people the way the researchers initially approached the
gorillas. We probably don't literally bring our guns with us. But we do put up defenses
sometimes. We aren't really all "in" when we approach others. We hold something back so that we
can defend ourselves from being hurt. We probably do this because we've been hurt in the past.
But, in doing so, we fail to get really close to others. When we fail to get close, we can't love them
completely and perfectly like Jesus wants us to love others.
Jesus dealt with rejection. Jesus knows he will face the ultimate sacrifice as he continues to move
to Jerusalem. But he continues with his mission, and he keeps loving. Jesus died for all those who
wouldn't leave everything and follow Him. Jesus died for people who scorned Him and denied
Him. Jesus died for us. Jesus could have held back a part of Himself. He could have defended
Himself against the cross. He could have loved his disciples less when they abandoned him. He
could have avoided choosing Judas as his disciple to prevent himself from being hurt by Judas's
betrayal, but he didn't.
Jesus teaches us to love unreservedly as well. Every fruit of the Spirit seems to revolve around
love. Love is patient and kind. Love seeks peace. Love is generous and faithful. Love is gentle.
But we must open up to love to have these fruits of the Spirit. We can't try to draw close to others
while bearing psychological weapons of self-defense.
How do we do this? For many of us, these psychological weapons of self-defense come from
previous hurts. While psychotherapy is part of the healing for some, complete healing can never
occur until we truly begin to trust God. When we truly open ourselves up to God and spend time
with God, we find that our heart becomes more open. Our openness to love others comes out of
our experience of the unconditional love of God for us. It comes from following Jesus every day,
communicating with Jesus every day, and learning to forgive and love ourselves as Jesus loves us.
It comes from letting the Spirit guide us.
True love of God and neighbor only comes when we lay down our defenses and allow ourselves
to be vulnerable. When we do that, we are truly free to love. And we'll find out that others will lay
down their defenses and be vulnerable with us, too.
Open your heart and love fully. Leave your defensive weapons at the door.
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Sermon

Pastor Randi, 7.17.22

Most of us are good drivers, at least most of the time. We are good drivers because we focus on
the road when we drive. We become bad drivers if we are distracted. For example, we are
distracted if we chat too much with our friends, text or talk on the phone, or watch something
going on by the side of the road. Distracted driving is dangerous. It claimed more than 3,100
lives in the United States in 2020 and injured many others. [i] Good drivers keep their focus on
the road.
We are good disciples if we focus on God. We are good disciples when we take the time to listen
to God and then use our talents and gifts to respond to what God tells us. If we become
distracted from our focus on God, we risk wrecking our relationship with God and our fellow
human beings. And we fail to meet our responsibilities as disciples of God.
As presented in Luke's Gospel, the story of Mary and Martha isn't about the relative value of
serving God with action vs. serving God by study and prayer. Obviously, every disciple and
church needs to participate in study, prayer, AND active ministry. We need a firm foundation in
Scripture and tradition to understand how we are to treat others. We need prayer to discern
where God calls us to act in the world. To bring about the Kingdom of God in the world, the
church needs people who spend more time in prayer and Scripture study AND people who
spend more time in active work.
Instead, in the story of Mary and Martha, according to Luke, the problem is that Martha's focus
is wrong. Martha isn't focused on preparing the meal as a ministry of hospitality toward her
friend and Lord. Instead, Martha is focused on putting on a perfect meal on the table so that she
feels good. She's trying to overachieve beyond what Jesus needs. She’s also focused on how angry
she is with her sister right at the moment.
On the other hand, Mary can put aside her desires for achievement and self-importance to sit
and listen to Jesus. If Mary were just sitting and resting to avoid working, Jesus would scold her,
too. To be good disciples, we must remain focused on God and what God calls us to do, rather
than being distracted.
So, how do we do that?

continued on page 9
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Sermon

Pastor Randi, 7.17.22 continued

continued from page 8
First, we know our gifts and personalities. God created each of us. God created some of us to
primarily be students of Scripture. God created others to have a vital ministry of prayer. God
created others as organizers, hospitality leaders, or active workers. Whichever tendency we have
is perfect, whether for quiet service or active service.
Next, we need to realize that to remain effective, our ministries need a combination of both
active work and contemplation. Even if we are active personalities, we set aside time each day to
pray and study the Scriptures because, in that time, we can best discern which activities God
calls us to. If we are contemplatives by nature, we set aside some time to engage in active
ministries because helping others through our actions keeps the focus away from our own inner
selves. We also realize to fulfill their callings, churches need both those called primarily to
contemplation and those primarily called to action.
We also closely monitor our thoughts as we go about our ministry. Why are we doing a particular
ministry? Is it because the ministry provides us with an opportunity for recognition or
achievement? Or is it because God has called us to it, and we seek only to serve God. Why are we
studying a particular Scripture? Is it because we want to be an expert or authority, or because
we genuinely want to understand what God says to us through the Scripture?
If we are unsure of our focus and motives, we can invite a friend to help us discern whether our
actions or contemplation stems from our love for God and whether our focus is still on God.
Sometimes we can start out doing the right thing for the right reason only to somehow get lost
on the way by shifting our focus to ourselves rather than God.
When we realize our focus is shifting, we bring it back to God, just like we bring our focus back
to the road when we know we've started looking at something on the side of the road instead. No
one FORM of devotion is better than another. However, there is only one OBJECT of devotion.
We focus on Jesus – "the better part" – or "the important part," as some translations say.
We seek first the kingdom of God –whether actively or contemplatively. From that, everything
else falls into place.

[i] NHTSA: Distracted Driving https://www.nhtsa.gov/risky-driving/distracted-driving
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Sunday School
September is here and once again St. Andrew’s is getting ready to welcome back our
children. Since the Pandemic, we have seen our number grow less and less. But, we are
here for you and your children.
We really feel that Sunday school is an important part of growing up and growing in a
relationship with God., and I would like to list some important things about Sunday school.
Sunday School helps children respect, appreciate and utilize the Bible. Reverence
for God’s written word doesn’t come naturally, sadly. A healthy Sunday classroom
environment, centered around the Bible, will elevate its importance in a child’s life.
Sunday School gives kids a chance to ask questions. Sunday School is the perfect format
for in depth discussion, even debate. This format allows teachers to give kids more good
food for thought.
Sunday School develops a community of believers. Why do you think schools use the
classroom method? Originally, it was because in a classroom setting, kids were more likely
to help one another and push each other along in their growth. A community of children,
worshiping, learning the Bible and discovering God together creates a bond that a single
study can’t accomplish. Sunday Schools are the Petri dish for the future church.
Sunday School plants spiritual seeds. Some of the greatest revelations concerning God’s
love and plan for our kids, they receive quietly in Sunday School. Having grown up Roman
Catholic and having no Sunday School, I watched as my children learned of God’s great love
for them. Even when they moved away from our loving community of believers, they never
forgot the songs, the lessons, and the love. Sunday Schools are like plant nurseries, they
may look unimpressive at first, but under the soil, miracles are happening.
We need Sunday School! Come home and give us a try!
Cindy Harrington
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Sunday School Registration
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Photo Release Form
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Schedules

September
Lay Readers
4 – Dorothy Cheasty
11 – Jerry Harrington
18 – Steve Clark
25 – Dorothy Cheasty
Zoom
4 - Doug Wintersteen
11 - Jamie Gailie
18 - Lynn Bewley
25 - Pam Leibring
Altar
Janelle Dengate and Sue Villeneuve
Collection Counters
TBA

Pet Food Pantry
The next newsletter will feature

Community Store

information on a new ministry
coming this fall! Stay tuned!

Wednesday 11 am - 4 pm
Thursday 10 pm - 4 pm
Friday 12 pm - 3 pm
Saturday 10 am - 2 pm
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Calendar

September

5 – Labor Day, Office Closed
9-16 – Shawn Vacation, Office Closed
14 – Vestry 7pm, In-person & Zoom
18 – Nursing Home Service
25 – Deacon’s Mass
27- Staff Meeting 5:30pm

October 2, 2022

November 5, 2022
Bazaar Preparation Meetings
Hosted by Jackie Jordan
Every Thursday in September
5-7 pm
Dinner Provided
Everyone is Invited!
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Bishop of Western New York: Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe
Rector: The Very Reverend Randi Hicks Rowe
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Treasurer: Doug Wintersteen
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St. Andrew’s Community Store: Cynthia Harrington
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