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We are a diverse community of faith called by God
to love, worship, pray, support and serve.
From Your Rector
Thank you to everyone for the terrific stewardship campaign. Special thanks to the committee and also to all of
you. The amount of the pledges exceeded that of last year. This is awesome!
Pledges for 2017 were also a little higher than 2016, as well. Because pledges rise a little bit each year, we may
be surprised to discover that St. Andrew's faced
budget challenges in 2017 for the first time in
many years and expects that to continue in
2018. For years our ministry budget has
significantly exceeded that; for 2017, that
diﬀerence was about $40,000. Income from the
church store and fish fries fill some of that gap, but financial gifts over and above pledges have always been part
of our tradition. In 2017, however, we faced a budget deficit; some of this is because of unfulfilled pledges, but
most of it is because the tradition of extra gifts didn’t occur.

Sunday Services at 10:45 am
Sunday School at 10:30 am

While we are comfortable we can still minister in 2018 with a slightly smaller budget, we are beginning to think
of new revenue streams, such as additional fundraisers and opening our building to more groups in exchange
for donations. One national trend, reported by the Barna Group, is that Millennials (young adults up to about
age 36) don’t consider financial giving to be as important as do Generation Xers, Boomers or Elders. Specifically,
37 percent of Elders list giving charitably or serving God with their money as their most important financial
goal vs. 26 percent of Boomers vs. 20 percent of Generation Xers vs. 18 percent of Millennials. This is a little
troubling because, if the national trend holds true here, we will need up to two times as many young members
to replace every elder who dies or becomes too old to give to sustain the same amount of financial support.
Over the long term, St. Andrew's will be financially sustainable only through new members.
Our God is good and God brings good out of all things. These trends push us toward doing what Jesus
commands us to do – to go out into the world and preach the Gospel. Said simply, that means inviting and
welcoming others into our church. It also means bringing the worship of God out to people in places or times
that are convenient for them. As we pray and discern, God will lead us to many new and wonderful initiatives to
reach out and bring others into our family.
God is faithful. God will help us to continue to be a light of hope in Newfane. When we sow the right seeds, God
will deliver the harvest.
Randi+
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Fish Fry 2018
I can't believe I am writing this article in November, but Easter is early next year and that
makes our Lenten Fish Fry early as well. Fish Fry will run from Friday, February 9 through
March 23, 2018, from 4:30 p.m to 6:30 p.m. Of course, all the action does not happen in
those two hours, so here is the help we are looking for again this year:

!

• Thursday night – set tables, make coﬀee, pick-up rolls and prepare condiments
• Friday morning – we unload supplies from the Montondo’s truck, mix coleslaw and
potato salad, pre-fry fries
• Friday evening – we need many, many desserts; help with clearing and clean up,
coﬀee pourers, dessert cutters . I am looking for someone specifically to organize take
out runners and to help with dishwashing on a regular basis.

If you have a job you traditionally do and are able to do it again this year, please let me know.
If you are unable to do a job you traditionally do, please let me know. If you are new to Fish
Fry and are interested in a job, please let me know. I will definitely hook you up with a job for
every week or for whatever your limitations might be, time-wise. I think you might be
getting the theme here when I ask to PLEASE, let me know. You coming to me makes it much
easier to plan coverage and I would truly appreciate it!
I can’t stress enough the need for desserts over the 7 weeks of Fish Fry. We need over
400 servings per night and your donation is greatly appreciated. Consider keeping track of
your baking expenses and they can be applied to your yearly donation to the Church.
Fish Fry is our major fundraiser for the year; we need to all be a part of it to make it a success.
I look forward to working with you in this very important ministry for St. Andrew’s!!! Any
questions or if you are a new volunteer who needs a job, call me at 531-5472.
Stacy Lampman

!
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Diocesan News
Youth News
The diocese is sponsoring several youth events over the next few months.
The first is for senior high youth and takes place from 3 to 5 p.m. on December 9 at Build A Machine
Fitness, 3095 Elmwood Avenue, Buﬀalo. Build A Machine is a ninja and fitness training facility that
has 10,000 square feet of fitness. In the facility are 13.5 ft. warped wall, cannonballs, and other aerial
obstacles, 400 sq. ft. of spring floor, and plenty of Parkour surfaces for hours of flipping, jumping, and
fun. Cost is $20 and also includes refreshments. Please email Wendy Schumacher, First Thirty Event
Manager, at wschumacher@episcopalwny.org to RSVP. Payment, along with this waiver (found on the
diocesan website) should be brought the day of the event.
Other events scheduled are:
• January 14 – Feast of Lights @ St. Luke’s, Jamestown
• February 4 – Family Winter Fun Day (12-5 pm) @ Lancaster Lodge, Como Park, Lancaster
• April 20-21 – Journeys Jr. High Overnight
• May 4-5 – Sr. High Event
Safe Church Training
Safe Church consists of two courses: Child Sexual Abuse Prevention and Adult Sexual Harassment &
Exploitation Prevention. Volunteers such as Sunday School teachers, youth leaders, and youth camp
staﬀ are required to take “A Safe Place for Children.” All clergy and employees of the diocese and its
congregations are required to take both courses.
The courses are oﬀered at least twice yearly, usually in the late spring and in the early fall. The next
class is scheduled for:
• Saturday, December 9th, 9 am. to 4 p.m. at Calvary Episcopal Church, 20 Milton St.,
Williamsville. Child Sexual Abuse Prevention will run from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon and Adult
Sexual Harassment & Exploitation Prevention will run from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sign up
now!

Sunday, December 24th Christmas Eve Services
6 p.m. at St. Andrew’s ~ 10:30 p.m. at St. John’s

3

St. Andrew’s Newsletter

December 2017/January 2018

Bazaar
The Bazaar is over and again it was a great success. All
the booths looked wonderful, the help was excellent,
and the food was great.
A special thanks to all the chairpersons and
helpers. Thanks also to all who worked on
preparations, those who made and donated
crafts, baskets and food items. A special thanks
to all who worked to prepare, serve and clean up
for the luncheon. Without all the help this
event would not be possible nor be as
successful.
The Ladies Guild will again be donating a
portion of the Bazaar profits to various local
charities for the holiday season.
Have a blessed and happy holiday!

Warden’s View
Since September the vestry has been reading “How to Hit the Ground Running” by Neil
Michell. This book study with Reverend Randi walks the vestry members through the process
of new leadership. The author asks us to think about St. Andrew’s story, memorable moments
both happy and sad, conflict and how it resolves, etc.
We have looked at our worshiping community to
identify our parish strengths historically and at the
present time. It has pushed us to examine current
workings of our congregation and plan for the
exciting future of our parish! As Advent is upon us,
let us look for new beginnings of joy as well as
celebrate and remember the days that have passed in
the life of our church!

!

~Melissa Naylor, Junior Warden
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Money Matters Vestry Highlights
A big “Thank you” to everyone
who pitched in and either
caught up your pledge or sent
a little extra in to help us get
financially caught up. We’re
not there yet but we are
closer. If anyone would like to
have an update on their
pledge status, just let me
know and I’ll be glad to help
you.
Thanks, Mike Depew
Financial Status as of
October 31, 2017
Total Expenses $150,441
Actual Income $131,226

!

% of Pledges on Time 57%
Goal for Pledges on Time 80%
Income Equals 87.3% of Expenses

Please note that any time
there is a special “oﬀering“
envelope for the week in your
oﬀering envelope box, any
contributions received in this
envelope will go toward the
Leyland Scholarship fund for
sending children to camp and
supporting other youth
activities rather than toward
your pledge. These
contributions will be noted in
the Designated Gifts portion
of your financial statement.

September & October 2017
Resolved:
✓ Approved up to $400 to purchase parts for new
railings on the altar steps (for safety purposes).

!

Reports:
• Rev. Randi announced that Jean Mayer is willing to
chair the Student Ministry Committee (Jamie Gailie
volunteered to help). The intent of this new
committee is to send cards & care packages to college
students.
• Rev. Randi announced the Nominating Committee
for selecting new Warden & Vestry Member
candidates: Paul Mayer (outgoing Warden), Jamie
Gailie & Pam Leibring (outgoing Vestry members),
Dorothy Cheasty, Sue Villeneuve, Bill Buchanan.
• Paul Mayer (Buildings & Grounds) reported on the
Leyland Family Memorial Donation for the Prayer
Garden: The lilac bushes have been planted and the
bench has been placed. Rev. Randi held a blessing at
the beginning of the Oct. 22nd service.
• Mike Depew (Treasurer) gave a report on the pledge
status for the year:
▪ Currently, there are 15 pledges turned in on
time---9 of those pledges are increased pledges
(encouraging).
▪ Pledge income status as of October 5th ---there
are 21 pledges behind, totaling $9,027.50
(discouraging).

!

Lisa Roeseler
Clerk of the Vestry
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Schedules
Acolytes
As always, there are openings in our team of acolytes. Anyone 7 years old and up is welcome. **This year I am going to
try to list both months together so that maybe there will be less confusion as to when your child is on. There are always
going to be dates that don't work for many of us but if you could call a substitute for your child or call me at 778-5554
and leave a message that “help is needed,” I would appreciate it.
Sue Villeneuve

December 3
Jarrett Gilson, Sarah Leibring, Sean Kelahan,
Danny Kelahan
December 10
James Leibring, Lauren Kelahan, Addi Naylor,
Jonathan Kelahan
December 17
Pageant and Greening of the Church ~ all help is
appreciated! Jonathan Pestinger, Sue Villeneuve,
Sean Kelahan, Jonathan Kelahan
December 24
Morning 10:45: Sue Villeneuve
December 24
Evening 6pm: Please be at church by 5:30
James Leibring, Sarah Leibring, Addi Naylor

December 31 (at St. John’s)
January 7
Jarrett Gilson, Sean Kelahan, Sue Villeneuve, Danny
Kelahan
January 14
James Leibring, Lauren Kelahan, Addi Naylor,
Jonathan Kelahan
January 21
Jonathan Pestinger, Sarah Leibring, Sean
Kelahan, Danny Kelahan
January 28
Sue Villeneuve, Addi Naylor, Lauren Kelahan, Jarrett
Gilson, Lauren Kelahan, Sarah Leibring

Altar Guild

Collection Counters

December Cheryl Knapp & Sue Villeneuve
January Stacy Lampman & Liz Gilson

December Stacy Lampman & Bill Buchanan
January Dorothy & Gary Cheasty

Lay Readers
December 3 Dorothy Cheasty & Stacy Lampman
December 10 Lynn Schauer-Bewley & Margaret Moran
December 17 Dorothy Cheasty & Judi Naylor
December 24 Morning: Stacy Lampman & Please sign up
and let Mike know
December 24 Evening: Judi Naylor & Margaret Moran
December 31 (at St. John’s)
January 7 Lynn Schauer-Bewley & Dorothy Cheasty
January 14 Please sign up and let Mike know
January 21 Lynn Schauer-Bewley & Stacy Lampman
January 28 Please sign up and let Mike know
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Dates to Remember

The Lock City Glee Club
Sound of Christmas

Friday, December 1
7 p.m. Annual Adult Christmas Party
with Kevin Clark at the keyboard at
the Waters’ house

!

Saturday, December 2
4 p.m. Lock City Glee Club Christmas
Concert in Lewiston
Sunday, December 3
4 p.m. Lock City Glee Club Christmas
Concert in Lockport

FREE ADMISSION
Saturday, December 2, 2017 at 4:00 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church
505 Cayuga St. Lewiston
Join the Lock City Glee Club as they perform a
range of Holiday favorites and forgotten gems.
From radio hits and religious classics to
forgotten tunes from holiday specials, this
concert is sure to start your season off "merry
and bright." Free will donations are graciously
accepted.

!

Sunday, December 3, 2017 at 4:00 p.m.
Lockport Alliance Church
555 Davison Rd. Lockport
With special guests The Lockport Chorale: Twice
the music means twice the holiday cheer.
Lockport's two community singing ensembles
come together for one joy filled evening of
musical merriment. Free will donations are
graciously accepted.

Sunday, December 17
Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 24
10:45 am Advent IV Service

Sunday, December 24
Christmas Eve Services
6 p.m. at St Andrew’s
10:30 p.m. at St John’s
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Sunday, January 21
Annual Meeting & Pot Luck
Luncheon
Friday, February 9
First Fish Fry!
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