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From Your Rector

Join Us Sundays
10:45

Dear Parish Family,

In-Person or on Zoom

Advent is upon us – the season when we anticipate the coming of Christ and
prepare our hearts to receive Him. I encourage us to actively seek Christ this
year. Those who seek Jesus will find Him. We’ll find Him in those people we love.
We’ll also find Him in those people we don’t know or dislike because Christ is in
all persons.
We’ll find Jesus as we give thanks for the blessings we have – such as health, life,
and food. Even if our health and vitality are less than perfect, they are indeed a
gift. Whenever I am tempted to feel shortchanged about having a less ideal life or
health than another, I remember the example of a priest who was instrumental
in my becoming a priest myself. She was an excellent priest who had served as an
associate for about a decade at one of the churches I attended. The senior priest
was challenging to work with and devalued her contributions at every
opportunity. Finally, the senior priest retired, and the church asked the bishop to
take the unorthodox step of appointing her the rector, and the bishop did so.
After years, she finally was at the helm of this church and free of her boss's
constraints.
Unfortunately, within a short time, she contracted an unusual disease that
disabled her and forced early retirement in her 50s. I was certainly disappointed,
and I can’t imagine how disappointed she might have felt. Yet, rather than
complaining, she said how blessed she had been to have served in that wonderful
church for so long. She found the grace of Christ even in this challenging time,
and because she did, we saw God’s grace, too. I encourage us to look for the
grace and love of Christ no matter what has happened to us this year. Because if
we seek Jesus, we will find Jesus.
Randi+
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Business
November Vestry Highlights
-- 2 Adopted Families, who are veterans, will receive gift cards for Veterans Day
-- Turkeys have been purchased for a Migrant Ministry donation ($500) and the remainder of
the funds will be donated to the Little Food Pantry
-- Nomination & Finance Committees will be meeting soon to plan for 2022
-- Gift Card Raffle is going well and a profit amount will be announced once the raffle is over
Financial Status
as of October 2021
Total Expenses:
$124,938
Actual Income:
$98,333
% of Pledges on
Time: 63%
Goal for Pledges on
Time: 80%
Income Equals
78.7% of Expenses
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Warden's Message
St. Andrew's - Moving Forward in a Challenging World
As I complete my third term as a St. Andrew's Warden, I sincerely thank all of you as my St.
Andrew's family for allowing me to serve you. It has been an honor to do so.
I am continuing as Treasurer, following in the great footsteps of Bill Buchanan. Bill is a man I
admire greatly for his intelligence, financial savvy, and compassion for his church family. I will do
my best to serve the needs of St. Andrew's in this capacity.
I’d like to share my thoughts as I complete my tenth year as a vestry member and Warden.
Our St. Andrew's Family is Our Most Important Asset
I was not raised as an Episcopalian, but Bonnie and I were married at St. Andrew's in 1974. My
earlier impressions of the Episcopal church was that of “reserved friendliness”, a little
judgemental, and they felt a need to let you know how they expect you to worship and believe.
We went to church in Lockport at first, but came back to St. Andrew's after we moved to the town
of Newfane in 1986. Somehow between then and now, St. Andrew's became a more friendly and
welcoming place for all who came here. Our church family is very important to us and a big part
of our lives. We don’t get the same vibe at a lot of other churches we’ve been to. St. Andrew's really
feels like home. And we’re more fun than a lot of churches!
I realize now that that feeling of family worshipping our faith together does not come from The
Vestry, the Wardens, or the Clergy, but comes from all our friends in our congregation, who we
have coffee with, hang out with, sing with, and pray with.
Thank you, St. Andrew's, for allowing me to grow in my faith and become closer to God in my own
unique way, as I became closer to you as part of this church family. Thank you for choosing
kindness over convention.
We have a lot of difficult challenges ahead in a post pandemic and divided world, but let us never
forget who we are and how we feel as a St. Andrew's family.
God Bless You All,
Doug Wintersteen
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Diocese
Diocesan Convention
The annual conventions of the Diocese of Northwestern
Pennsylvania and the Diocese of Western New York were
held on Thursday, October 14, as a virtual gathering due to
the coronavirus pandemic.
The paperless convention was held in the evening with a
joint Zoom session including worship, Bishop Sean’s
address, resolutions and elections, and a report from the
Standing Committees.
At convention, lay and clergy people were elected or
appointed to the following diocesan leadership positions:
-- Western New York Diocesan Council: Bruce Davidson,
Cheri Maytum-Krull, the Rev. Claudia Schedaa
-- Standing Committee: Lawrence Mazuchowski, the Rev.
Nick Evancho
-- Trustees: Rose Sconiers, Patricia LaLonde
Bishop Sean appointed members of the new joint
Commission to Dismantle Racism and Discrimination, the
joint Commission on Ministry, and appointed the Revs.
Stacey Fussell, Diana Leiker, Carol Carlson, Luke Fodor,
Matthew Scott, and Randi Hicks Rowe to the Joint Board of
Examining Chaplains.
In the Diocese of Western New York, the Revs. Randi Hicks
Rowe (Northern Region), Colleen O’Connor (Genesee),
Luke Fodor (Cattaragus/Chautauqua), Ann Tillman
(Southern Erie), Ellen Brauza (Central Erie), and Robert
Harvey (Eastern Erie) will be regional deans in 2022.
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Sermon

Pastor Randi, 10.17.21

The places to the right and left of a king are places of honor and power. They are the places where
important people sit. When we read about James and John’s bid to sit in these spaces, we are probably a
bit taken aback. We are surprised first because James and John ask for greatness right after Jesus talks
about his death. It seems crass for friends to be talking about having something special for themselves
when their friend is dying. We also are perhaps a bit surprised because Jesus chose 12 disciples – what
would make these two greater than the other 10. Or, for that matter, what makes James and John greater
than Elijah, Moses, John the Baptist, or other prophets who’ve gone before?
James and John certainly aren’t subtle about wanting to have these positions of honor, either. They come
right out and ask. And they choose a time to do so when their request seems the most tasteless. So, we
react with disgust to what they’ve done.
We read that the other 10 also become angry when they hear what James and John have done. Perhaps
they feel a sense of betrayal. Maybe they are mad because they want to be in those spaces of honor
themselves, and James and John have beaten them to it. They are more subtle, but they also are thinking
of what good things they can have for themselves, even as Jesus is talking about dying. They’ve made the
situation all about them rather than about Jesus or the people of the world for whom Jesus is dying.
Sometimes we do the same thing. We seldom are as blatant as James and John. Not many of us would run
up to our terminally ill friends and ask them to honor us just after they’ve told us of their impending
death. But we do want to have the best house, the best vacation, the best camper. We want our children to
go to the best school and win lots of awards and honors. While nothing is intrinsically wrong with having
nice things or successful children, the problem is that sometimes we neglect our responsibilities to
others to get these things. For example, we know we should tithe our income, but we just can’t do that
and still have the vacation we want, so we vote for the vacation. Or we see excellent academic or athletic
potential in our child’s friend who has less support. We could encourage that child, but we are don’t do so
because we falsely believe that encouragement is finite. If we encourage that other child, we won’t
encourage our own, we falsely think. Or, if we encourage that child, they may make the all-star team
instead of our child.
continued on page 9
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Sermon

Pastor Randi, 10.17.21, continued

continued from page 8
Sometimes we fall into that trap as a church, too. We want a nice, comfortable church. We like
beautiful things in our church. We know we should use more of our time or talents or money toward
helping those outside the church, but with limited resources, we focus more of our budget and volunteer
time on activities within the church.
Again, nothing is wrong with supporting our child or having nice things for ourselves or the church. We
fall short of what God intends, however, if we make ourselves or our children or our church the focus of
all our thoughts and actions. We may think we are different from James and John, but, in fact, we are just
like them, only subtler. They were thinking of themselves rather than Jesus or the other disciples.
As Christians, we are called to look outward. We’re called to love our neighbor as ourselves. That means
that what our neighbor needs is just as important as what we need. It means that sometimes we have to
give up something we want so that someone else can have what they need. It means that we don’t get
what we want to the detriment of our neighbors. We make sure that our neighbor has what they need in
terms of encouragement and resources to be what God called them to be just as we make sure that we
and our families and church have what we need. Discerning needs from wants is critical here. James and
John needed to be close to Jesus, but they didn’t need to be in the seats of honor. We need a comfortable
home, but we may not need a mansion or a new living room suite if our neighbor is homeless. Discerning
needs from wants isn’t easy, and, in fact, God wants us to have some things that please us beyond just
being functional. But God also wants us to focus outward and not make everything about us. To balance
our needs and wants with the needs of the world takes much prayer. We must come to God humbly and
ask what God calls us to do with everything we are given – talents, time, and money. We need to do that
as individuals and as a church. We need to pray individually and in community. God loves us, and we are
special. But God also loves everyone else and considers them special.
The word “sin” has an “I” right in the middle of it. Instead of putting ourselves in the center of the
universe, we stop sinning and realize that God and God’s work are in the center. Being human, we can’t
always get this right; that’s why we need Jesus. We pray; we do our best; we ask forgiveness when we fail.
The key, however, is to be faithful in striving and improving.
Faithful living isn’t about what glorifies us. Faithful living is about what glorifies God.
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Sermon

Pastor Randi, 11.07.21

I’d like us to think about a period in our lives when we suffered significant loss. Perhaps our husband or
parents died. Perhaps our children died. Maybe we were very sick. Perhaps we experienced multiple
difficulties and tragedies within a short time frame, such as divorce and death, or loss of job and major
illness and death of a friend.
For me, the last 18 months have been that time. I’ve lost two friends and a relative, and many members of
my church family. Another one of my friends had his leg amputated. I’ve lost the ability to just stop by a
hospital or nursing home to visit someone in their room. I can no longer decide at the last minute to go to
water aerobics.
Perhaps the last 18 months have been a time of great loss for you. Or maybe another time of life has been
more difficult. During those times of great loss, our emotions run the gamut. We are sometimes in denial
– like the disciples in the Gospel today who thought Lazarus was only asleep. Or we second guess
ourselves and others, like Lazarus’s sisters who say, “Lord, if you’d only been here, my brother wouldn’t
have died.” We might say things such as if only the doctor had caught the cancer earlier. Perhaps we cry
out to God, “Why did you choose to heal my neighbor, but not my child?” Or “Why does God let COVID
continue so long?”
These emotions and thoughts are a normal part of the grief process. We have to go through these dark
emotions before we can come out healed on the other side of them. The important thing to remember is
that God is present during these times of great sorrow. Something good will come out of these times,
even if we cannot understand what it will be at the time. God will bring us and the situation into a new
light. Sorrows and even death are not the ends – they are just interruptions in our life of faith.
We know the story of Lazarus and the Easter story. We know that God brings new life out of what has
died. The new life isn’t the same as the old life; it is richer. Think about what it was like for Lazarus to be
sick and hope for Jesus to come to heal him, but die without Jesus’s appearing. Think about what it was
like to then be put into a dark tomb only to hear the voice of Jesus calling him to come out. Think of then
going walking in those tight grave clothes into the light, following the voice of Jesus. I imagine Lazarus
was a different man after that experience. Some of the everyday things he thought necessary probably
now seemed trivial. Having died once, Lazarus also knew what would await him when he died again.
Perhaps he feared death less than he did before. Maybe the loss of that fear made him live more boldly
into his calling to love God and his neighbor. Perhaps when Jesus called to those to unbind Lazarus and
.

continued on page 11
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Sermon

Pastor Randi, 11.07.21, continued

continued from page 10
let him go, he meant that both literally and figuratively. Lazarus needed to be free of his burial
clothes. Lazarus also needed to be free of fears that may have held him back from truly serving God.
However, new life doesn’t just come out of physical death. When we are in places of deep darkness and
depression, we can hear Jesus calling us, too, if we listen. Anytime we have moments when we die to
something we feel is essential, we can rise to a new life in Jesus. We can come out of these places with a
fresh perspective. Things we once thought important may be trivial, while our new mission to serve God
becomes all-important. We may become more daring in our call to serve God.
So, when we grieve over those people we’ve lost, we know they are safe with the Lord. When we go into
the darkest time of grief, we can also hear Jesus calling to us to die to that grief and rise to a new mission.
When we grieve over the past few months of loss, if we listen, we can hear God calling us to die to an old
way of serving and rise to a new way.
The Rev. Cynthia Jarvis provides a definition of a saint that is pertinent to our times. She writes, “Real
people who live in the face of death before the God who raised Jesus from the dead are simply called
saints. They are those who realize before they die that neither death nor life, things present nor things to
come, can separate them from the love of God in Christ Jesus. They are those who, therefore, may dare
everything for the sake of this one true thing.”
We are the saints. We are those people who have lived through times of significant loss and death. We are
those who realize before we die that nothing can separate us from the love of God. No matter what
darkness or death occurs, Jesus is with us.
Keeping this knowledge that God is always with us in mind, we are called to release our fears and truly
live for God. Let Jesus unbind you and let you go.
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Advent 2021

November 28th ~ First Sunday in Advent
December 5th ~ Second Sunday in Advent
December 12th ~ Third Sunday in Advent
December 19th ~ Fourth Sunday in Advent
December 24th ~ Christmas Eve
4 pm St. Paul’s, Lewiston
6 pm St. John’s, Wilson
10:30 pm St. Andrew’s (Carols)
11 pm St. Andrew's (Service)
December 25th ~ Christmas Day
Advent Bible Study
This year, I’ll be offering an Advent Bible study based around the crowd-funded
series, The Chosen. The Chosen examines the life of Jesus through the eyes of
his disciples, including the 12 and other disciples close to Jesus. It will be
offered in a hybrid format so that you can attend virtually or in-person and will
begin on Nov.29 at 6:30. It will run for four Monday nights during Advent and
will rotate between being held at St. Andrew’s, Burt, and St. Paul’s, Lewiston. It
also will continue in late March (once the winter weather begins to improve).
We will watch an episode, I’ll present some information relative to the episode,
and we’ll have a discussion. I look forward to seeing you there. Randi+
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Advent 2021

Jeremiah 33:14-16
"Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will fulfill the good word which I have spoken
concerning the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous
Branch of David to spring forth; and He shall execute justice and righteousness on the earth. In those days
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell in safety; and this is the name by which she will be called: the
LORD is our righteousness."
Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will
call His name Immanuel.
Isaiah 11:1-10
Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear fruit. The Spirit of the
LORD will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, The spirit of counsel and strength, The spirit
of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. And He will delight in the fear of the LORD, And He will not judge by
what His eyes see, Nor make a decision by what His ears hear.
Luke 1:26-38
Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And
coming in, he said to her, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you."
Matthew 1:18-25
Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they
came together she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. And Joseph her husband, being a righteous
man and not wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly. But when he had considered this,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit."
Luke 2:8-20
In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by
night. And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and
they were terribly frightened. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of
great joy which will be for all the people ... ."
Luke 2:6,7
While they were there, the days were completed for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son;
and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
Matthew 2:1,2
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in
Jerusalem, saying, "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have
come to worship Him."
Romans 15:12,13
Again Isaiah says, "THERE SHALL COME THE ROOT OF JESSE, AND HE WHO ARISES TO RULE OVER
THE GENTILES, IN HIM SHALL THE GENTILES HOPE." Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
John 1:29
The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world!"
All scriptures from the New American Standard Bible (NASB).
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From Your Vestry
When asked why St. Andrew's is special I would like to talk about our music and technology ministry. The pandemic
caused many changes in our world that included our church worship. We were unable to worship in person and we all
became well acquainted with Zoom. Most churches went without music for many months but St. Andrew's, with the
support of our Pastor, vestry, and gracious donors, was able to bring music back to our services. Music has always
been a big part of St. Andrew's. Our choir is exceptional, not only musically but as a family of people who love to
worship together by singing. Before the pandemic St. Andrew's not only had service music but the Gospel Groove
band, brass quartets, young soloists, and our Godspell performance. Hopefully we will be able to get back to some of
these extra musical events. In the meantime St. Andrew's is making the best out of a very difficult time. Our choir is
learning to sing around microphones and our music ministry has grown with the addition of Evan (and Melissa)
helping out.
Our technology team has made it possible to worship both in person and on zoom. They have researched and
discovered the best way to present our services both in church and at home. Our technology has been commended by
the diocese and has been used as a template for other churches to follow.
I am so proud of St. Andrew's and am very happy to be part of this wonderful church family.
Nancy Pestinger

At our last vestry meeting, we decided we would write up a short update on projects we are working on. First, thank
you again for letting me be part of this amazing group.
I am working on finishing up the agreement with “catering by 2 Sisters”; this project was started before COVID -19.
We will recommend them to our members and the community if anyone is in need of a catering service at our church
-- maybe after a funeral service for a luncheon or any other occasion. Once everything is in order a tri-fold will be
made to hand out.
We would like to thank everyone, since our return to St Andrew’s you have made us feel so welcomed – you are a
wonderful and loving family group with open arms to everyone who enters here. You are what being a Church is truly
all about!
Blessings,
Sharon Rhodes
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From Your Vestry
Growing up, church was part of my family's weekly routine. Yes, there was sometimes a bit of grumbling, but my
involvement in Sunday school, acolyting, youth events, Fish Fry Friday’s, Bazaars, and activities within the greater
diocese truly laid a deep foundation of Faith for me. Once I became a parent it was important for me to bring my
children to St. Andrew’s so they could experience the community of the church, the rhythm of the Episcopal
traditions, and to share my Faith with them. St. Andrew’s has always welcomed families and our Sunday School
teachers are always adapting and striving for the best ways to reach, involve, and create a safe space for the youth of
our community. So, I knew my little family would be welcomed. Now, it is not easy to bring young children to church,
it requires a bit of planning, patience, and prayer! I must admit that during our fully remote time on Zoom I did enjoy
being able to stay home and multitask while listening to the service and having the kids distracted with their own
interests. BUT my children missed church, especially Lana would ask if church was just for “grown ups” and “where
are the kids” during those Zoom services. Even at their young age they have begun to understand and enjoy weekly
communion. This summer Lana was truly devastated when it was just a Morning Prayer service and didn’t
understand why there was “no bread” that day. So each Sunday we continue the tradition of the morning rush, the
short “mom break” I get during Sunday School, their running feet & loud voices when they join the service, and
excitement over after-church goodies. Their wonder and inquisitiveness about the world truly makes bringing them
to learn about God and our Episcopal traditions a joy as they begin their own Faith journeys.
Sarah Hornquist

I love St. Andrew’s! That being said, the craziness of life can sometimes interfere with getting myself to church on
Sundays.
One of my biggest reasons to attend the service is to hear Pastor Randi’s sermon. Sometimes I make it in person and
oftentimes on Zoom, but either way I can listen to her words, and they motivate me to be a better person.
I find that her sermons directly address how to live as a Christian in today’s complex world. Her words are delivered
with kindness, love and compassion. Her message is always clear and understandable, and it is always tied to the
scriptures from the service. Never do I come away feeling confused or upset, but rather encouraged and hopeful.
This summer I had the privilege of attending the joint service concluding the annual Love Rising event, and I listened
to other well-spoken and articulate pastors from our community speak about love and peace. Pastor Randi delivered a
powerful message that night, and I recall thinking how proud I was to call her my priest. The other pastors were good,
but Randi nailed it.
It’s not always easy to balance my life on the weekends, but I know that if I make the time to attend the service on
Sunday that I will hear Pastor Randi’s sermon, and I will be glad I did.
Lynn Schauer-Bewley
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Schedules

December

Community Store

Altar
Dorothy & Gary Cheasty

Wednesday 11 am - 4 pm
Thursday 1 pm - 4 pm
Friday 12 pm - 3 pm
Saturday 10 am - 2 pm

Sunday Collection Counter
Doug Wintersteen
Lay Readers
Dec 5, Dorothy Cheasty
Dec 12, Steve Clark
Dec 19, Liz Depew
Dec 24 (Christmas Eve), Steve Clark & Jerry
Harrington
Dec 26, Dorothy Cheasty & Steve Clark
*Jan Altar & Readers are not scheduled yet

Zoom Producers
Dec. 5, Doug Wintersteen
Dec. 12, Jamie Gailie
Dec 19, Lynn Schauer-Bewley
Dece 24, TBA
Dec 26, TBA
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Calendar
Dec 16, Vestry Meeting - 7 pm at Lynn Schauer-Bewley's
Dec 28, Staff Meeting - 5:30 pm via Zoom

Lock City Glee Club
December 4th at 2 pm Saturday
What's the Point Ministries
409 Plain St.
Lewiston, NY 14092

Jan 12, Vestry Meeting - 7 pm via Zoom
Jan 25, Staff Meeting - 5:30 pm via Zoom

December 10th at 6pm Friday
St. John the Baptist RC Church
168 Chestnut St.
Lockport, NY 14094

ANNUAL MEETING: January 23rd
Bible Study
Dec 2, 9, 16, 23 ,30 Jan 6, 13, 20, 27

December 11th at 7pm Saturday
Hess Rd. Wesleyan Church
2514 Hess Rd.
Appleton, NY 14008

Advent Program
Dec 6, 6:30 pm at St. Paul’s, Lewiston & Zoom
Dec 13, 6:30 pm at St. Andrew’s & Zoom
Dec 20, 6:30 pm at St. Paul’s, Lewiston & Zoom
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December 18 at 10am Saturday
Lockport Farmer’s Market
140 South St.
Lockport, NY 14094

December 24th, Christmas Eve Services
4 pm St. Paul’s, Lewiston
6 pm St. John’s, Wilson
10:30 pm St. Andrew’s (Carols)
11 pm St. Andrew's (Service)
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