
I’ve been reading novels lately that are set in Europe during World War II. I’ve become impressed with how the citizens of 
European countries sacrificed. I had always known about the loss of life among soldiers and Jews, but only now have I 
realized how the war affected the day-to-day lives of non-Jewish citizens. Curfews, regular bombing raids, having to hold 
your head down when you encountered a German soldier in your occupied city, being taken out of your job and placed in 
another less-satisfying one – all these became part of everyday life. Also part of everyday life were shortages and rationing, 
something we also experienced in this country. Uncertainty and economic chaos, particularly for occupied nations, were 
prevalent.  !
Yet, despite all these hardships, the citizens of these countries prevailed. The war ended. Those in Western Europe began 
slowly to get back to normal after the war, although the normal was a little different than before. Most of the countries of 
Western Europe are still strong today. Those in Central Europe endured time under Soviet governance, yet, eventually, that, 
too, passed. Many of those countries are stable and robust today, as well. 
As I’ve read all these novels, I couldn’t help thinking about our country and its virus-related difficulties. We don’t have it as 
bad as those occupied countries did in World War II, of course. Yet we are making sacrifices. We still face shortages and 
travel restrictions. Not all of our favorite restaurants are open, school isn’t what we want or expect, and we can’t worship 
or attend other events with large numbers of people. Some of us aren’t able to work in the jobs we once had, or, at least, 
have to work differently. Uncertainty and economic chaos are prevalent, too.  !
Our time of sacrifice will end. We don’t know exactly when, although, I believe it will not be nearly as long as the war. And, 
we will survive and thrive on the other side of this pandemic. We are strong people, and God will help us. !
In our frustrations and anxiety, let’s remember that people have struggled at other times in history and that, with God’s 
help, people prevailed in those struggles. And we will prevail, too. !
Let us also remember the saying from Julian of Norwich: All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing 
shall be well.”  !
No matter how frustrating and confusing life gets, God is with us. !
Randi+ 

From Your Rector

We seek to share  
the unconditional love of God.
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“I will give thanks to you, Lord, with all my heart; I 
will tell others of all your wonderful deeds.“  Ps 9:1 !
We are amazing prayer warriors here at St. Andrews! 
Just look at our prayer list each Sunday. We are very 
mindful of the needs of others and we know that 
God knows the circumstance and the need. All we 
need do is ask for the Lord's help in someone's name 
and according to His will that person the and need is 
lifted up in prayer. It is that simple.  !
Those of us who pray are confident in the power of 
prayer for need. We must be equally confident in the 
power of prayer for thanksgiving. The Lord blesses 
us every day no matter what. All we must do is open 
our minds and hearts and see and hear this truth. A 
great time to take a moment and realize what the 
Lord has done for us each day is when we awake 
from sleep or prepare for sleep. There is real joy in a 
realization that the Lord has worked for our benefit 
and for others as well. We can get a renewed 
optimism and strength for the challenges of being 
the image of God for others one more day.  !
Sometimes we forget or lose touch with these 
amazing daily blessings from God. I am suggesting we 
try using our newsletter to share these blessings with 
each other. Let's let each other know when we've 
received answer to prayer in our "Attitude of Gratitude" 
column. A simple statement such as, " I have been 
praying for a friend of mine, who by the way does 
not believe in prayer, and just found out their cancer 
is in remission. Thank you, Lord, for helping my 
friend." Simple words like these can be an 
inspiration to the reader as encouragement to pray 
or to realize the benefit of being prayed for. 

Humility is a gift unto itself. There are so many little 
blessings to acknowledge as well. Thanking God for 
the first corn, tomato, or melon of the season, for 
example. We might share gratitude about the person 
put in our path today who we helped in the store as 
we smiled through our eyes and as they spoke a 
muffled thank you through their mask. Some of us 
have experienced so little rain yet some flowers are 
still blooming giving much needed color and we can 
tell about that. Some got to view a comet for the 
first time in their lives through simple binoculars. 
Sharing our joy and gratitude can mean more than 
you know to help someone become aware of God's 
blessings. God's universe is amazing- just be still and 
watch the clouds, the sun sets, the sun rises, the 
shape of a leaf or the beauty of a butterfly or 
hummingbird and marvel at the Lord's creativity 
shared. Even a change of heart within us when we've 
been out of sorts and suddenly can see something in 
a better light- someone saw and prayed on our 
behalf - thank you, Lord! You don't have to use 
names - we do not need to single anyone out or 
embarrass - what's important, especially during 
tough times, that we find joy and encouragement in 
the normal, unfailing, amazing work of the Lord all 
around us for the good of all around us when we 
share our gratitude with one another.  !
“Don’t hide your light under a bushel.” Mat 5-15 !
May the Lord Bless and Keep You All, 
Dorothy Cheasty  !
To submit your Statements of Gratitude, simply send 
them to Shawn and he will forward them to the 
newsletter team.

Sharing Gratitude
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VIRTUAL SERVICES ONLINE 
— Sunday Service at 10:45 am — 

— Cafe Service at 7:00 pm — 
Every 4th Wednesday 

FIND THE ZOOM LINKS ON FACEBOOK & StAndrewsBurt.com 

Staying Connected

2020 Vestry  
Members  

 
Wardens 

Meg Whitmore 
Doug Wintersteen !

Vestry 
Kay Mayer 

Rob Pritchard 
Jamie Gailie 

Sue Villeneuve 
Lynn Schauer-Bewley 

Chris Jordan !
Treasurer 

Bill Buchanan !
Vestry Clerk 

Mark Whitmore !
Deanery/Convention 

Delegates 
Sue Villeneuve 

Cindy Harrington 

!— Wednesday AM Conference Call — 
To allow those who do not have computers 

or fast Internet to still feel part of our 
community, Pastor Randi will be hosting a 

weekly conference call every Wednesday at 
10 am. We will pray together and share 

what is going on in our lives.  
The phone number to join the call is 646-876-9923.   When prompted, enter meeting code 782-733-831

St. Andrew's Community Store is OPEN! 

Current Schedule: 

Wednesday 11 am – 4 pm  
Saturday 10am - 2 pm
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Liturgical Question from Pastor Randi
I would like your input on a liturgical decision. Here is the question for you to consider.  I am happy to take 
comments privately or perhaps folks could share them in Zoom coffee hours so we can all be part of it. Here is 
the question: 

Eucharistic Prayer C in the Book of Common Prayers says:  
Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

But I currently render that as Lord God of Our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God of 
Sarah, Rebekah, Leah, and Rachael.  

Should I instead render it as Lord God of Our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God of Sarah, 
Rebekah, Leah, Rachael, Bilhah, and Zilpah. (or not)? 

If you want to know more about who these women are and why I may be asking this, you could read Gen 30 -35, 
Gen 37:2, Gen 46:18-25,  and 1 Chron 7:19. To gain an even fuller understanding, you might want to know or 
read about who Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and Sarah, Rebekah, Leah and Rachael are and why they are 
important?. Abraham, who originally was named Abram, is first mentioned in Genesis 11. You could begin 
reading there and read through to the end of Genesis, if you have time. If you have an even greater interest, you 
might research childbearing customs of the day. In a few weeks, I'll decide based on your input whether or not 
to include Bilhah and  Zilpah.

Conversations with Bishop Sean  
Everyone is invited to online conversations with Bishop Sean at 1 pm on August 16. Join by video or phone to 
hear updates from across our partnership and ask questions.  Join the conversation via Zoom using this link:  

https://zoom.us/j/95186212034  

Or join by phone: 646-876-9923 and use code 95186212034#.

Northern Deanery Reopening Meeting  
On August 1o at 7pm, there is a continuing series of meetings on reopening within our Deanery (currently 
every two weeks). Attendees may include delegates, or wardens, and clergy, or whoever is relevant for this 

agenda. 

The link to join the Deanery Meeting is https://zoom.us/j/542100252  The password is Ontario (if requested).  

If you would like to join from your phone, the phone number is 646-876-9923.  When prompted, enter meeting 
ID: 782 733 831 and passcode: 428931
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Pastor Randi’s 7.05.20 Sermon
Isaac needed a wife. Not just in the sense that all men 
need wives, though that was true. But, more importantly, 
because God had made a covenant with Abraham that his 
descendants would be as numerous as the stars. And that 
in our Judeo-Christian tradition means the covenant 
would continue through Isaac’s children. The wife being 
related to Abraham was also important because this 
assured that the lineage of Isaac’s children would be 
related on both sides to Abraham. And her willingness to 
travel also re-enforced this covenant between God and 
Abraham because it kept Isaac on the land God had 
promised to Abraham’s descendants. 

So Abraham sends his servant to a town where many of 
Abraham’s kinsmen live. God works out his whole plan 
through the servant, Rebekkah, and Laban. God in God’s 
love and faithfulness works out everything so that 
Abraham and his descendants remain in covenant with 
God. The responsibility of Abraham, his servant, and his 
kinfolk was to trust. 

The same theme of God’s faithfulness and love working 
in all things to help us stay in relationship is also in the 
Matthew passage. As many generations passed, 
Abraham’s descendants had become the Israelites – the 
Jewish people. Along the way, they experienced exile, 
captivity, and slavery often due to their own fault, but 
God always found a way to deliver them. God loved and 
was always faithful with them. 

In Matthew’s day, the religious leaders had become 
corrupt and filled with self-importance. They had passed 
so many restrictive laws in the name of religion that they 
were leading the people away from their relationship to 
God. The yoke of the law was burdensome. God, in God’s 
faithfulness and love, calls to them to come to him and 
take on his yoke. God calls us to a relationship with Him 
that is free from artificial constraints of religious law, but 
rather that is intimate. God calls us to a relationship 
where we learn from Jesus and we learn of Jesus. God is 
always faithful. Our only responsibility is to seek God 
and trust God. 

In Romans, Paul talks about no matter how hard he tries 
to do what is right, he always manages to mess up. I can 

identify with this. Like the Israelites, we mean well, but 
we sometimes take actions that lead us in the wrong 
direction. In fact, perhaps we spend a lot of time chasing 
after those things that aren’t of God. Oh, I like this shiny 
object here. No matter that it might cause me to focus 
too much on it rather than God. Oh, I want this new item 
there. No matter that to buy it, I’ll have to spend the 
money I was going to give to the Adopted Family. Oh, I 
want to stay outside all summer. I don’t need to be at 
church. I know that I should work on my relationship 
with God, but, instead, I want to have fun and party. Or 
work harder and earn more money to buy more shiny, 
empty things. We, like Paul, set out to do the right thing 
– to stay in relationship with God – but instead we get 
distracted by what we think is the beauty or newness or 
shininess of something else. 

We remind ourselves of Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz. She 
had a relationship with her family. They were faithful to 
her and they loved her. Yet, she was attracted by the 
beauty of Oz and its sense of adventure. She kept 
wandering along the yellow brick road in search of the 
glitter of the Emerald City, where, ultimately, she met a 
fake wizard with a bag of trinkets. Through it all, she was 
being watched and protected by a good spirit until she 
finally realized that the loving, faithful relationship she 
wanted to be was back at home. And once she realized 
that, she was back in relationship with that family again. 

If we read the passages in Genesis between the ones we 
have had in the lectionary, we’ll see that Abraham often 
veered from his relationship with God. The Pharisees and 
Jewish people did as well. Paul did, and we do. We all 
chase after the glitter of Oz, looking for something we 
think we lack. 

But no matter what we do, God has us. A loving and 
faithful God made sure Isaac found the right wife to stay 
in a covenantal relationship with God. God didn’t let the 
Pharisees lead the people too far away. God doesn’t let us 
go too far away from him, either. God reaches out to us. 
God makes all things work together to keep us in 
relationship to Him. God’s love and faithfulness makes 
sure we always find our way home. 
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Pastor Randi’s 7.19.20 Sermon
Today I have a trivia question. If you think you know the 
answer just jump in. Here it is. 

To what tragic event in history can we attribute all of the 
following positive changes: 

The end of feudalism and birth of the middle class 

More functional houses 

The growth of the perfume industry 

The concept of hospitals as places to get well 

The answer is: The Black Plague. Before and during the 
time of the plague hospitals were run by charities and 
provided no treatment. They were a place the sick were 
quarantined only. After the Black Plague, the practice of 
medicine was re-examined and the role of hospitals 
transformed.  

The perfume industry came about because people 
thought poisonous vapors caused the plague. So 
perfumes got rid of the poisonous vapors. More 
functional houses originated for two reasons – the first, 
unfortunately, was because too many artisans had died 
and folks couldn’t find the help they needed to do the 
ornate and fancy things they’d been used to. The other 
was to allow private spaces in the home where people 
could isolate themselves.  

Feudalism, of course, was a class system where most of 
the people, serfs, were owned by their feudal lords and 
worked the land for them. So many peasants died during 
the plague that the land lay fallow and the lords couldn’t 
earn money from it. The remaining peasants saw their 
opportunity and began to successfully press the lord to 
pay them wages. Even though legislators tried to return 
to the status quo some years later, they were 
unsuccessful. The middle class – farmers, tradespeople, 
salesmen – was born. 

One gets a sense that creation groaned during the Black 
Death, as folks experienced this deep suffering. And out 
of that groaning, was the birth of a new society – one 
with a better sense of how to treat the sick, one with a 
better division of the world’s goods and labor, one that 
valued functionalism, one that smelled better.  

This happens because God always brings something good 
out of tragedy and out of difficult circumstances. 

We have another difficult circumstance –the coronavirus. 
Fortunately, we haven’t had nearly the death toll of the 
Black Plague, but the coronavirus feels like a plague. 
Many people are contracting the disease and its 
infectiousness is causing us to have to close down many 
things that are important to our society. It’s causing 
people to lose their jobs. It’s flooded us with a sense of 
dis-ease.  

God will bring something good out of this circumstance, 
too. All of creation is groaning with us as we struggle and 
mourn during this pandemic. And all that groaning will 
give birth to something new.  

I could imagine what that new world will look like, but I 
suspect that whatever I imagined wouldn’t entirely be 
right anyway. God knows what the new world will look 
like. God knows how we will get there. 

I do know that we will get there. I know that something 
new and great will come out of this pandemic. I know 
that because I know that God has already brought the 
best out of the world’s worst situation. 

Because one day, 2,000 years ago, humans hung God on a 
tree – trying to kill Him and trying to silence the good He 
was trying to do in the world. And three days later, He 
rose again. That tragedy turned into rejoicing. From that 
day, we all know that death isn’t an end for us, nor is sin 
a permanent blot for us. Our sins are forgiven because of 
the tragic death of God in human form. We live eternally 
with God because of the resurrection of God in human 
form. 

Because of what God did in three days, creation itself has 
been set free from its bondage to decay and has obtained 
the freedom of the glory of the children of God. In hope 
we are saved. We hope for what we do not see both in the 
afterlife and here on earth as we groan over the virus. We 
wait in hope with patience. We wait in joyful anticipation 
that God will create something anew. 

!

   St. Andrew’s Newsletter                                                                                                           August 2020

7



Anglican bishop and New Testament scholar N.T. Wright 
translates Romans 8:28 a little differently than does our NRSV. 
Rather than “We know that all things work together for good for 
those who love God,” he translates it this way: “In everything, 
God works for good with those who love him.”i  

Let’s take a moment to absorb this. In the NRSV translation, the 
phrase “all things” is the subject, and the sentence tells us these 
things work together for good for those who love God – the 
things seem to be bringing about the good. In Wright’s 
translation, the subject is God working with us for good. God 
with us is bringing the good.  

I’m not a Greek scholar as Wright is and as are those who 
translated the NRSV. But based upon my knowledge and 
experience of God, Wright’s translation makes a lot more sense 
to me. Things don’t do work for good. They don’t have that 
power. God, however, does have the power. We know from other 
experiences with God that God often works through us to bring 
about change. So God’s working for good with those who love 
him (us) seems to me to be spot-on.  

So, if in all things, God works for good with us, then God is 
working good with us now – in this pandemic, in this time of 
upheaval in our country. The call to us then is to pray and watch 
to see where God is leading us to work with Him. We did that 
with Love Rising -- we discerned that God calls us to pray. We 
are doing it in our phone outreach to our members. We are 
doing it in our work toward the hybrid service. With this 
massive pandemic and all this unrest, I sense that God may be 
calling us to many, many things – some small, some life-
transforming. In the pandemic and upheaval, God is continuing 
to reveal to us how we are to be the church now and in the 
future.  

Sam Wells, a parish priest and guest professor of ethics at King’s 
College in London has written a book entitled “Improvisation: 
The Drama of Christian Ethics.” In it, he talks about how the 
church might become a community of trust so that it can 
counter the changing world without fear. He uses the concept of 
improvisation in theater as a metaphor for how the church can 
be faithful to the Gospel in this world it cannot control.ii  

One concept he deals with is that of “givens” vs. “gifts.” We 
typically think of “givens” as being death and taxes. But, 
according to Wells, the only real given is that God loved the 
world so much that God sent Jesus to die for us and to rise 
again on the third day. Because of these actions, we don’t have 
to fear death, or the penalty of sin, or even be anxious about 

everyday things such as whether we are loved or appreciated. 
God’s love and God’s conquering of evil are “givens.”  

“Gifts” in Wells’ way of thinking are everything else. Our 
mortality is a gift, paying taxes is a gift, COVID-19 is a gift; the 
unrest is a gift. Our call then is to consider these gifts and what 
we are to do with them in light of the “given.”iii This definition 
of gifts and givens might sound a bit strange – COVID-19 a gift? 
But, we may have had the experience of receiving a gift that 
wasn’t quite what we expected, that we may not even really like, 
and trying to figure out what to do with it. We are polite to the 
giver – we thank them – and then we try to figure out what good 
can come out of this gift – do we give it to the church store or to 
our friend who needs it or if it’s a book we don’t think we’d like 
do we read it anyway?  

One Christmas, I asked for a specific yoga DVD. Instead, I got a 
different yoga DVD – not the one I wanted and not one I’d ever 
heard of. It was essentially a stretching video. I thanked the 
giver and took it home and moped about it for a while. Then I 
figured I may as well try it. That DVD is the most used DVD I 
own. I love it. In fact, I love it so much I’ve worn it out and need 
to get another one. One of the stretches in that DVD I didn’t 
want makes my lower legs so agile that I can do a lot of things 
with my bad knee that I would never have dreamed I could do.  

We weren’t expecting COVID-19, and we don’t want it in our 
lives. We’re probably, in some form or another, moping about it. 
Unlike my yoga DVD, we won’t ever learn to like it. But, it is a 
gift, and now we must consider how we will work with God to 
bring good out of this “gift.” What many things significant, 
small, and potentially life- changing is this community called to 
do with God that will forever transform us and the world? To 
know these answers, we’ll need to pray and share and discern 
together.  

God will help us. With God working with us, we’ve got this.  

 

i The Right Rev. N.T. Wright in God and the Pandemic, pp 38-55 
ii The Rev. Jason A. Fout, PhD in “How Do We Live As God’s 
Church Now” quoting Sam Wells iii Fout quoting Wells  

Pastor Randi’s 7.26.20 Sermon
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Pastor Randi’s 8.02.20 Sermon
In our Old Testament story, Jacob crosses the Jabbok on  his 
way to return to his homeland and encounter Esau. This 
crossing of the Jabbok, however, has meaning beyond just as a 
geographic boundary. All of us, at some time or another, likely 
have crossed the Jabbok, maybe more than once. If we haven’t 
already, we likely will do so at some time in our lives. I’d like to 
talk today about what crossing the Jabbok means on a 
metaphorical and spiritual level, rather than just geographical. 

First, let’s think about the geography. The Jabbok is now known 
as the Zarqa River (an Arabic word) and is an eastern tributary 
of the Jordan River. It has been known for centuries as a 
boundary line between political units. It rises in springs at 
Amman, which is in modern-day Jordan, The river runs a course 
of about 65 miles in a deep ravine before flowing into the 
Jordan River between Gennesaret and the Dead Sea. Today it 
forms the boundary between two administrative regions in 
Jordan.  

In the Old Testament the meaning of names are really 
important to the spiritual message of the stories. The Hebrew 
word Jabbok means to empty oneself; let’s keep that Hebrew 
meaning, as well as the boundary aspect of the river in mind as 
we talk about Jacob. 

The name Jacob means one who supplants, usually on purpose. 
It means someone who uses fraud or strength to put himself in 
first place instead of the person who should rightfully be there. 

As you remember from a few weeks ago, Jacob stole the 
birthright and blessing from his older brother, Esau. The 
birthright he got in a bargain with Esau; the blessing he got by 
dressing up as Esau and tricking his father. Birthrights and 
blessings were very important in ancient times, so Esau would 
have been quite angry about the theft of the blessing.  

As we read last week, Jacob left to escape the anger, went to a 
different region, met up with relatives of his mother, married 
and had many children. Jacob also was a bit of a trickster in his 
new region. If you read between some of the passages in our 
lectionary, you’ll see that he struck an agreement with his father 
that he would get all the speckled and spotted sheep and then 
he rigged things so that the spotted and speckled sheep became 
more numerous. Now God has told him it is time to return 
home. And to return home, he must encounter Esau. And to get 
home, he must cross the Jabbok. Jacob the supplanter must 
empty himself. 

After he has sent all he possesses – everything he has – and 
himself across the Jabbok, he wrestles with this heavenly being 
in the dark. Perhaps this is a parable for Jacob’s whole life. He 
has wrestled with everyone –  Esau, his father, his father in law 
– to try to get everything he can even if it means supplanting 

others. But now comes the time of reckoning. Will Esau kill 
him? Jacob is vulnerable. He’s emptied himself. He’s crossed 
over the Jabbok.  

We have times when we may have supplanted someone else to 
get what we want. Perhaps not to the extreme that Jacob did, 
but we may have been inattentive to another’s feelings when we 
had to have our own way. We may have taken advantage of 
another person’s weakness so that we could have something we 
wanted. We may have let our ego control us too much and 
pushed for something we wanted to the detriment of another 
person’s feelings. Someone may have hurt our feelings years ago, 
but we won’t forgive them perhaps because to forgive means 
we’ll no longer feel superior to them. Maybe we say unkind 
things to others because that makes us feel better about 
ourselves. 

When we’ve done things like this, God calls us to come home, 
too. That coming home requires three things. It requires 
emptying ourselves, allowing ourselves to be vulnerable to God 
and to others. It also often involves wrestling with our lives and 
our conscience (which is God’s spirit). And, if we’ve really 
emptied ourselves, it means that in that wrestling we’ll be 
transformed into a new and better version of ourselves. We’ll be 
transformed into who God intended us to be. 

After the wrestling match, the heavenly being gave Jacob a new 
name. Instead of being Jacob, which means supplanter, he 
became Israel, which means one who prevails. He also, from that 
day forward, was a little weaker because of that limp he’d gotten 
in the struggle. The day of failing through power and deceit had 
ended and the day of living victoriously through vulnerability 
had begun. Now, as Israel, he was transformed. He was a new 
man. 

If you read in your Bible beyond this story, you’ll see that Israel 
met with Esau the next morning, and Esau, who was successful 
in his own right, had forgiven him. Neither Israel nor his wives 
or children had anything to fear. Jacob crossed the Jabbok, and 
God transformed him into a new man who was reconciled with 
those he had previously been mean too. When Jacob emptied 
himself and wrestled with that old self and his conscience, God 
made him a new person, and God blessed him. 

We also can empty ourselves. We can allow ourselves to honestly 
examine and wrestle with our conscience about those times in 
our lives when we mistreated others. When we do, God will 
make us new people. God will make us the best version of 
ourselves.  

When we empty ourselves, God will transform us. God will make 
reconciliation possible. When we cross the Jabbok, God will 
bless us. 
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St. Andrew's Community Store is OPEN! 

St. Andrew’s Community Store is open on a modified schedule.  

Wednesday 11 am – 4 pm  
Saturday 10am - 2 pm 

What you need to know: 
1. All customers and volunteers are required to wear a mask.  
2. Hand sanitizer will be offered to you when you enter.  
3. Please follow the arrows to help reduce congestion in high traffic 
areas and use a shopping basket to collect your purchases. Remember to 
maintain Social Distance. 
4. Only 4 shoppers will be allowed in the store at a time. We request no children at this time. If you have children with you, they 
must be in a stroller, and/or always stay with you. Toys and stuffed animals are not to be played with unless you are purchasing. A 
volunteer will signal you to come in when an opening is available if we are at capacity. 
5. Donation policies have changed. Clothing must be washed, folded and in clear bags or boxes not exceeding medium tote size. 
Household, toys, books, and decorative items must be clean/sanitized. Only 4 bags or boxes will be allowed at one time. ALL 
DONATIONS MUST GO TO THE BACK DOOR. Let a volunteer know you have a donation, and they will meet you at the back door.  
6. Cleaning of frequently touched counters, doorknobs, and shopping baskets will happen often. 

We aim to create a safe shopping area for you and our volunteers. If you are sick, have signs of COVID-19 please come visit us when 
you are healthy. Thank you for your support and cooperation!

Hi Everyone!  

I’ve received some great letters for Evelyn...I know the letters are now getting there very quickly via email, so I’d like 
to show our support to Evelyn by writing to her more.  

I KNOW we are all busy and dealing with different things during this COVID time, but I promise you a letter to 
Evelyn will only take a few minutes. Even a very short 4 sentence letter will do.  

So, there a few ways you can do this: 

1. Write a letter, take a picture of it, send it to me as an attachment in an email. 

2.  Email me and instead of talking to me, write the letter there.  

3.  Type up a letter and send it as an attachment to me.  

My email is: jgailie30@gmail.com 

Thank you for all your help with this!! 

Jamie Gailie 

Community Store

Letters to Evelyn

Please remember to 
regularly check your 

email for announcements 
from the office.
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Quarterly Statements 
Second quarter statements have been mailed to all contributors.  About half of our 

pledges are behind as of July 1st. Please catch up on any pledges that are behind, as 
most of our expenses remain the same.  If you have any questions regarding your 

statement, please contact Shawn office@standrewsburt.com or 716-778-7633

Office Hours 
Until the office has reopened (M-F, 2-5pm), Shawn will be working from home.  The 

best way to reach him is via office email (office@standrewsburt.com). 
 

For the month August, the office will be on Summer Hours  
and there will be no scheduled Friday hours.

Announcements

Grant Application for Necessary Technology  
Doug Wintersteen and Pastor Randi have submitted a grant request for 

equipment to allow us to live stream our worship into Zoom. If approved, we will 
be able to have a small and safe number of people in the nave worshipping while 

others of us join by Zoom. Our music will be done via Zoom as well.  

The equipment also will allow us to show film clips and other audio-visuals for 
sermons and other events. We expect an answer by mid-August.

Summer Flower Beds  
Please sign up for a week to weed and water the flower beds during 

the summer. Everything is looking good and now needs to be 
maintained. There are still some weeks available! Email the office 

(office@standrewsburt.com) to schedule your week.
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Until next year … 

We are collecting our Love Rising yard signs and 
banners to save for next year’s event. Just leave 
your sign in your yard or by the road and Pam 
Leibring will pick it up. Alternatively, you may 
return your yard sign to the St. Andrew’s store 
on Main Street in Newfane. 

If you’d like to hang onto your yard sign until 
next year, that’s great. Just give Pam a call or 
send a quick email to let her know you’re 
keeping yours ... then you can be one of the 
first to post a sunrise in your yard next July! 

Thanks again for supporting Love Rising! 

Pamela Leibring 

716.807.9535 

Lord, let me be a light 

to chase away shadows of 
fear and doubt, 

A lighthouse beacon, steady 
and strong, 

to light storm-tossed waters 
of grief, 

A candle in the window to 
welcome the lost, 

or flicker with joy and 
laughter 

to brighten sadness and 
despair. 

But most, Lord, let me be a 
heart-glow of love 

and offer a shoulder to cry 
on, arms to enfold. 

Let me be a light, Lord, 

to shine forth the rainbow 
promise of your love. 

— Maureen Hawk Turk in 
Lifting Women's Voices: 
Prayers to Change the World
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O Lord, our hearts are heavy with the sufferings 

of the ages, with the crusades and the holocausts 

of a thousand thousand years. 

The blood of the victims is still warm, 

The cries of anguish still fill the night. 

To you we uplift our outspread hands. 

We thirst for you in a thirsty land. 

O Lord, who loves us as a father, who cares for us 

as a mother, who came to share our life as a 
brother, 

we confess before you our failure to live 

as your children, 

brothers and sisters bound together in love. 

To you we lift our outspread hands. 

We thirst for you in a thirsty land. 

We have squandered the gift of life, 

The good life of some is built on the pain of 
many; 

the pleasure of a few on the agony of millions. 

To you we lift our outstretched hands. 

We thirst for you in a thirsty land. 

We worship death in our quest to possess 

ever more things; we worship death 

in our hankering after our own security, 

our own survival, our own peace, 

as if life were divisible, as if life were divisible, 

as if Christ had not died for all of us. 

To you we lift our outstretched hands. 

We thirst for you in a thirsty land. 

O Lord, forgive our life-denying pursuit of life, 

and teach us anew what it means to be your 
children. 

To you we lift our outstretched hands. 

We are thirsty in a thirsty land. 

!
— World Council of Churches 

in The Complete Book of Christian Prayer 

          Love-Rising.com

   St. Andrew’s Newsletter                                                                                                           August 2020

13

http://Love-Rising.com
http://Love-Rising.com


Guidelines for those attending the service on August 23 
We will be having a 6pm outdoor service on August 23 (weather permitting) for those people who 
have been unable to access our Zoom services. This service is limited to 25 people, including the 

priest and helpers, and pre-registration is required through the office. If you are one of the people 
who will be attending the service, here is what you need to know: !

Despite the number of cases having leveled, COVID-19 still poses risks to everyone. COVID poses even more 
significant risks to those of us who are older than 65 and those who have pre-existing conditions such as 
diabetes or respiratory ailments. People in these vulnerable categories are more likely to catch the virus and 
the virus is more likely to be serious or life-threatening for them. !
Please know that, even though we’ve used the best science available in designing our in-person worship on 
August 23, it will not be risk-free. Make your decision about whether you will join us in person with that in 
mind. !
Here are the guidelines that we will follow. 
• We will post signs with symptoms of the coronavirus and ask you to pray at home, rather than in-person with 
us, if you are unwell even if you have preregistered. 
• We will show our love for each other by all wearing masks for the whole service. We ask that you bring your 
own. 
• We will have no physical contact. We will show our love for each other by staying six feet away from each 
other at all times. 
• We invite you to bring your own prayer book, bulletin insert and beverage (in a closed container). Bring your 
own chair if possible. We won’t have any prayer books, inserts or coffee available for you because we don’t want 
you to risk 
touching a surface after someone else. We will have a few chairs for those who aren’t able to bring their own. 
• We will sit six feet apart, although families may sit together. We will mark spots where you may place your 
chair. 
• We will ask you to sign in for the service to help with contact tracing if one of our group is later found to have 
the virus or to have come in close contact with someone who did. 
• We will not sing. Singing spreads the virus much more rapidly. 
• We will all use hand sanitizer before the service, when going up for Communion, and after the service. 
• Readers will read from their spots rather than coming up to the front. 
• We will have Eucharist with host only. I will put the host in disposable cups, and each person will come up one 
at a time to get a cup with the host, then take it back to their seats to consume. We will all throw away our cups 
in the wastebasket provided to avoid others touching them. Please know that you do not have to take 
Communion if you feel unsafe; you can just pray with us. 
• The service will be shorter than a typical Eucharist service. We will do fewer readings and will choose the 
shortest variations of all liturgical elements. The longer we are gathered, the more viral matter potentially 
builds up. 
• We will discourage gathering too early for worship and staying after worship for coffee hour. 
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August 26 at 7pm 
Hosted by Steve Clark

August 12 Vestry 6:30 pm 
August 23 Outdoor Service 6:00 pm 

August 25 Staff Meeting 5:30 pm 
August 26 Cafe Service 7:00 pm

Dates

To join in, the zoom link is on the 
website, and if requested, the password 

is "Ontario."
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Bishop of Western New York  
The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe 

Rector 
The Rev. Randi Hicks Rowe 

Wardens 
Meg Whitmore 

Doug Wintersteen  
Vestry 

Chris Jordan 
Sue Villeneuve 

Kay Mayer 
Rob Pritchard 
Jamie Gailie 

Lynn Schauer-Bewley

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
2239 West Creek Road, P.O. Box 133 Burt, New York 14028-0133  

Office@StAndrewsBurt.com      www.StAndrewsBurt.com       716.778.7633
Office Hours: 2:00 - 6:30 pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Friday.  No office hours on Thursday. 
 Officer Manager: Shawn Slother 
Music Director & Organist: Joe Breczka, Jr. 
Treasurer: Bill Buchanan 
Vestry Clerk: Mark Whitmore 
Sexton: Jerilyn Carney 
St. Andrew’s Community Store: Cynthia Harrington 
Church School Superintendent: Nancy Pestinger 
Choir Librarian: Shirley Litz 
Altar Guild Director: Dorothy Cheasty 
Convention & Niagara Deanery Delegates: Susan Villeneuve & Cindy 
Harrington

August 2020 Newsletter 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church  
2239 West Creek Road 
P.O. Box 133 
Burt, New York 14028-0133  !
    Dated Material 

    To: 
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