
Eastertide represents a joyous and extended celebration of new life. When we live into Eastertide, 
we live into the hope and promise that God brings new life and creates anew. In keeping with the 
season, new things are bursting forth in our congregation. The first (although technically this began 
in Lent) is that we have a new deacon, Steve Lane, who is with us while he transitions into the 
identity of a priest.  The second is that we will begin a once-a-month Wednesday evening service on 
May 23.  St. Andrew's Café Service will allow folks to discuss tough questions of faith in a relaxed 
and open setting in the narthex. Those who wish to will also receive Eucharist and anointing in the 
nave afterward. Also, our new office manager, 
Shawn Slother, begins ministering with us on 
April 3 and he will work alongside Mike 
Depew at Mike’s regular schedule for four 
weeks. Over the long term, Shawn’s core hours will be 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday; he also will have two floater hours each week based around requirements of that 
week such as finance or communications team meetings or evening staff meetings. Shawn owns his 
own sculpting business. He has previous experience as a church office manager and bookkeeper and 
he and his family are members of St. Paul’s, Lewiston. We will officially welcome Shawn with a 
special coffee hour in May. Finally, Mike will retire from paid ministry. We will celebrate this new 
beginning with Mike and Liz at a special coffee hour on April 22. Mike will still work in the office 
through the end of that week, and, of course, will remain an active participant of the congregation 
for many years to come.  

+Randi

From Your Rector

We are a diverse community of faith called by God 
to love, worship, pray, support and serve.

Sunday Services at 10:45 am 
Sunday School at 10:30 am
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Hi! I’m Steve Lane and I am excited to be joining you at St. Andrew’s and St. John’s. I am honored and grateful 
that Rev. Randi and you all have agreed to have me join you as I transition towards the priesthood. I will be 
serving as a priest in training and while I am an ordained deacon, my focus will be on priestly roles. This is an 
exciting time at St. Andrew’s and St. John’s and I’m thrilled to be here with you as you look toward the future. 
My primary objective while I am with you is to learn all the different ways that a parish priest serves a 
congregation. I expect to be involved in many different aspects of your congregational life and I would love 
your feedback as I join in your community. 

On a personal note, I am married with three children and three grandchildren; all of whom live here in 
Western New York. I own a pet store in Williamsville, called Steve’s Wonderful World of Pets which my wife 
and I started in 1991. I love animals and have several dogs at home that we consider part of the family. I live 
with my wife and two of the three children in downtown Buffalo. I was raised in the Episcopal church and my 
father was an Episcopal priest. I have a long history of singing and while I won’t be joining your choir, I am 
happy to have heard that you have a great choir! 

From Your Deacon

Alleluia, the Lord has risen! Our youth have been busy throughout this school year representing the face of 
Christ in their schools, sports teams, musical productions, and in the larger community.  We have enjoyed 
Pastor Randi’s youth messages focusing on the Faces of Jesus throughout Lent.  These messages have 
complemented the lessons covered in our weekly religious education classes.  They have strengthened the 
intergenerational link within our congregation that is always evolving. We will continue our studies on 
Sundays; looking for the face of Christ among us, celebrating our children’s special gifts as signs of the Reign 
of God, and representing our Christ to all we encounter in our daily lives. 

“A child shall lead them.”  Isaiah 11:6 

We invite you to join us on June 3rd for our Youth Sunday Worship service.  On this special Sunday our youth 
will share their gifts, be witness to Christ and the church in their lives, while leading worship during the 
regular Sunday service.  Hope to see you as we share our spiritual journey with the congregation.  

The Sunday School Staff

Youth Christian Education Message 
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April 20-21, from 7 p.m. to 3 p.m.:  Journeys No. 8 for Junior High School students at St Luke’s 
Jamestown. Journeys' underlying premise is that we are all on a spiritual journey and that in all journeys 
there are choices, bumps, smooth passages, dead ends, and unexpected surprises.  Throughout the weekend, 
the youth will be able to explore various ways in which they might be able to “Find God." The adult leaders and 
high school age youth will share something that they do that brings them closer to God.  Register 6th to 8th 
graders with payment. All questions should be directed to Wendy Schumacher, First Thirty Event Coordinator, 
at wschumacher@episcopalwny.org 

Discover Sundays: May 20, 1 East Aurora Roycroft Campus, 31 S Grove St.  
1 p.m. PBS documentary  about Elbert Hubbard in the Power House 
2 p.m. guided tour of the Roycroft Campus and see details attributed to Elbert Hubbard and the Arts & Crafts 
Movement. These two presentations are free but pre-registration is required. at https://goo.gl/forms/
dBSsSd6ieghXnq2T2. 3 p.m., refreshments and friendship in All Saints’ Hall at St. Matthias’ Church located a 
short two blocks from the Roycroft Campus at 374 Main Street (the stone church on the corner of Main and 
Maple Streets). 

June 2 at 6:05 p.m. Star Wars Night with the Bisons 
May the Force be with you on Saturday June 2nd (6:05 pm start) for a great night of Bison baseball, some of 
your favorite Star Wars characters, and an awesome fireworks show.  The diocese has reserved a group of seats 
on the third baseline for the evening.  Tickets are $11.  To order tickets, please print out the Bisons Game Flyer and 
send in with payment to the ministry center by May 1st.  All questions should be directed to Wendy Schumacher, 
First Thirty Event Coordinator, at wschumacher@episcopalwny.org

Diocesan News

I attended the Listening session on the Provisional 
Bishop idea at St. James, Batavia. The idea of Provisional 
Bishop is a new idea and can save the Dioceses money 
that can be filtered into other ministries.   

A Provisional Bishop is a Bishop of two Dioceses and two 
Standing Committees. This will be on a trial basis of 5 
years after which we will vote to either end it  or 
continue. The Provisional Bishop idea is fairly new. 
Bishop Rowe stated that he is able to be reached via 
phone, text or face time at most any time. (Except for 
the times that he is with the house of Bishops.) During 
the 5 years of this trial we can end at any time and start 
the expense of a search for a bishop of our own. 

The Dioceses of Western N.Y. and Northern Erie P.A. will be writing the book on this and will be setting the 
precedence  for future experiences with the use of a Provisional Bishop.  

Overall, the conversations about this which I have been in on, have been very positive.                  Sue Villeneuve 

                  

Provisional BishopKindness Recipe  
1 cup courtesy  
½ cup patience 
¾ cup forgiveness 

2 cups understanding 
1 cup encouragement 

2 tsp. unselfishness 
Stir in a pinch of praise; add a dash of 

intelligence and  humor. Season with faith and 
confidence and  generous portions of kindness 

and love.
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January  
The vestry voted to approve the purchase of new speakers for the sound system in the church. These should enable 
parishioners at the front of the church to hear better. 

The vestry discussed that Demaris, the girl we sponsored at Little Roses, had left the facility and that we needed to 
determine how to proceed. Later, via email, the vestry voted that we would sponsor Evelyn, another girl at Little 
Roses, for the remaining two years of our previous commitment to Demaris. 

The vestry also approved purchase of a sign to advertise Ashes To Go. Bill Buchanan volunteered to make a stand 
for the sign. 

The vestry continued its discussion of the book, “How to Hit the Ground Running.” Out of the discussion came 
ideas for improving our signage and the transparency of our finances so that we have fewer designated funds. 

February  
The vestry heard a progress report from the committee exploring the Wednesday night service and a progress 
report on an idea to have one or two mindfulness workshops that might lead to a regular mindfulness worship. 

The vestry discussed the need to redo the bylaws to align them with canons of the church and will invite Cathy 
Dempsey Sims to the May meeting to discuss this. 

Four members were attending Vestry and Wardens Day 
at the Diocesan Center. 

It continued with its discussion of the book, “How to 
Hit the Ground Running.” 

Hello Everyone!  Please give prayerful consideration to 
registering for an EfM class this Fall. This is a four year 
program of education in the Old Testament, New 
Testament, Church History, and Christian Ethics. We 
are all called to various ministry upon our baptism, 
utilizing the gifts given and nurtured by God and 
others throughout our life. EfM is a deliberate way to 
enhance and strengthen our faith and knowledge base 
as a Christian and prepare for further ministry as 
guided by Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We have 
room for 6-7 more people at this time. If you are new 
to the program, begin with Year One. We currently 
meet at the Arnold House Ministry Center in 
Lockport, NY at 6:00pm until 8:30pm every Monday 
for 36 weeks from September to May each year.  
Everyone is welcome - no denominational 
requirements. Please contact me, Dorothy Cheasty at 
dtcheasty@gmail.com or Pastor Randi Hicks Rowe at  
saintandrewspriest@gmail.com.                          Dorothy

Vestry Highlights, January & February 2018

Education For Ministry

As you are reading this I am preparing to retire as 
the office manager and treasurer of St. Andrew’s.  
I’ve been sitting in this chair since 2007 and now 
Lizzy and I have decided that it is time for the 
next step in our lives.  I plan to finish out the 
month of April working with my new replacement 
and then begin making a “new start” in May.  (If 
any of you girls have any “sage advice” for Lizzy, 
so that she can successfully put up with a husband 
around all of the time, I’m sure that she will 
welcome it.)   !
It has been an honor and a privilege to have been 
a part of St. Andrew’s workings for the past 11 
years and I appreciate all of the help and support 
that I’ve received from our congregation.        
 
Mike Depew 

From Mike
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Warden’s View
How exciting!  Spring is upon us and we will soon be able to 
experience all that God’s season has in store! We look forward to 
the months ahead with our newest members on the vestry!  We 
welcome Kay Mayer and Rob Pritchard who have begun this year 
as strong leaders attending the annual WNY Diocese Warden and 
Vestry Day with Meg Whitmore and me.  We ask for your prayers 
as we embark on an exciting, yet challenging time for our church, 
our diocese and our world.  These are the questions we hope to 
answer over the next few months...... !
What is our St. Andrew’s of Burt story today?  
What responsibility do we have to find and share God’s love with our community?   
How can we further recognize and address the needs of our community?   
What will our St. Andrew’s of Burt story be 5, 10, 15 years from today?  !
I believe in honesty and transparency as your Warden.  Please know that it is our sincere aim to continue to 
serve our parishioners as we always have.  But.... our faith challenges all of us to look, love and live beyond 
ourselves to share what we have through God with everyone in our community.     
 
Melissa Naylor !!
Please remember that HIPAA does not provide 
for an exemption to allow pastors to receive 
access to even your basic health information. 
In hospitals that strictly enforce HIPAA, 
(generally the larger ones in Buffalo) your 
pastor may not be able to find out on which 
floor of the hospital your surgery is taking 
place to pray with you (even if you've already 
told her the date and time of your surgery) or 
that you've been transferred from a hospital 
to a rehab facility when she comes to visit. 
You can, however, ask your health care 
provider for a form to sign to allow them to 
provide this information. Please also know 
that if I have told you I will pray for you and 
then can't find you on the day of your surgery  
that I will pray for you anyway in the chapel or 
lobby. And please know that even if I can't 
find you, God knows where you are and will be 
with you.

Hospital Visits

Financial Status as of  February 28, 2018 Total Expenses $26,536 Actual Income $23,484 
Income equals 88.5% of Expenses !% of Pledges on time 74% 
Goal for Pledges on time 80% 

!
— WARDENS — 
Melissa Naylor 

716.531.8052, naylormf@gmail.com 
Pam Leibring 

716.807.9535, leibring@yahoo.com !
— VESTRY — 
Bill Buchanan 

716.778.8499, wbuc1033@aol.com 
Mark Gilson 

716.989.8940, markgilson@verizon.net 
Kay Mayer 

716.946.3071, kf5233@aol.com 
Rob Pritchard 

716.490.1713, rpritchny@gmail.com 
Chris Wesolek 

716.998.1963, chris.wesolek35@gmail.com 
Meg Whitmore 

716.638.1938, mnmwhit706@roadrunner.com
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Collection Counters  
April  Stacy Lampman & Bill Buchanan 
May  Bob Heineman & Larry Waters

Lay Readers    
April 1  Steve Clark & Sue Villeneuve 
April 8  Jerry Harrington & Dorothy Cheasty 
April 15  Lynn Schauer-Bewley & Stacy Lampman 
April 22  Margaret Moran & Susan Lasker 
April 29  Steve Clark & Sue Villeneuve !
May 6  Lynn Schauer-Bewley & Dorothy Cheasty   
May 13  Stacy Lampman & Susan Lasker 
May 20  Jerry Harrington & Liz Depew 
May 27  Tom Rowe & Steve Clark

Acolytes   
As always, there are openings in our team of acolytes.  Anyone 7 years old and up is welcome. **This year I am 
going to try to list both months together so that maybe there will be less confusion as to when your child is on. 
There are always going to be dates that don't work for many of us but if you could call a substitute for your 
child or call me at 778-5554 and leave a message that “help is needed,” I would appreciate it.        Sue Villeneuve

April 1  Easter Sunday 3 acolytes Jonathan Pestinger, Lauren Kelahan,  Jackson Condes 
April 8   James Leibring, Sean Kelahan 
April 15  Addi Naylor, Sue Villeneuve , Meg Whitmore   
April 22   Jarrett Gilson, Lauren Kelahan, Jonathan Kelahan (Process and recess with torches) 
April 29   Tiffany Seeloff, Jackson Condes, Danny Kelahan (Process and recess with torches) 
!
May 6   Sarah Leibring, Sue Villeneuve, Meg Whitmore 
May 13   Jonathan Pestinger,  Jackson Condes 
May 20   Jarrett Gilson, Addi Naylor 
May 29   Lauren Kelahan, Sue Villeneuve, Meg Whitmore  

Altar Guild   
April  Dorothy & Gary Cheasty 
May  Margaret Moran & Prudy Waters

Schedules
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April 7    
Ecumenical Prayer Service to begin the 
eight-month long celebration of the 
200th anniversary of the founding of 
the town of Wilson, St. John’s at 10:00 
a.m. 

April 11    
Mothers of Preschoolers,  
St. John’s, 9:30 

April 22    
Special Coffee Hour in honor of the 
service of Mike Depew as our Office 
Manager/Treasurer 

April 25    
Mothers of Preschoolers,  
St. John’s, 9:30 

April 29    
Escape Room 
Lunch at 12:00, Venue at 1:30 

May 4 & 5   
Rummage Sale at St. John’s 

May 6   
Special Coffee Hour to welcome our new 
Office Manager 

May 9   
Mothers of Preschoolers,  
St. John’s, 9:30 

May 13  
Mother's Day and  
Baptism of Archer Hornquist 

May 23  
First St. Andrew's Café Service  
at 7:00 p.m. 

May 23  
Mothers of Preschoolers,  
St. John’s, 9:30 

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
! !!

> Every 2nd Tuesday 
Alzheimer’s Support Group 

7-9 p.m. 

> Every Tuesday 
Choir Practice  

7-9 p.m. 

> Every Thursday 
Open Arms (AA) 

8-9:30 p.m 

Dates to Remember

BEGINNING MAY 23rd  
at 7:00 pm:
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Bishop of Western New York  
The Rt. Rev. R. William Franklin 

Rector 
The Rev. Randi Hicks Rowe 

Wardens 
Melissa Naylor 
Pam Leibring 

Vestry 
Bill Buchanan 
Mark Gilson 

Chris Wesolek 
Meg Whitmore 
Rob Pritchard 

Kay Mayer 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
2239 West Creek Road, P.O. Box 133 Burt, New York 14028-0133  

standrewsburt@verizon.net       www.standrewsburt.com       716.778.7633

Office Hours: Tuesday – Thursday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,  
Closed Monday & Friday  
Officer Manager: Michael Depew 
Music Director & Organist: Joe Breczka, Jr. 
Treasurer: Michael Depew  
Sexton: Jerilyn Carney 
St. Andrew’s Community Store: Cynthia Harrington 
Church School Superintendents: Kathleen Gregg & Nancy Pestinger 
Choir Librarian: Shirley Litz 
Parish Nurse: Judi Naylor  
Altar Guild Director: Dorothy Cheasty 
Convention & Niagara Deanery Delegates: Justin Naylor & Susan 
Villeneuve; Alternates: Cindy & Jerry Harrington


