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S t .  A n d r e w ' s  N e w s l e t t e r

St. Andrew's Episcopal Church

As we finish Lent and move into the Easter season, I’d like to commend 
everyone for their ministries during this long time of COVID and as we begin 
to move closer to a new normal. It seems as if we’ve had two years  of  Lent,  and 
now, hopefully, we’ll have a time of renewal and resurrection. Jesus’s 
resurrection body differed from his pre-death body. Likewise, the 
resurrection body of Christ at St. Andrew’s may differ as well. I hope that we 
will find new ways to reach out to our community and comfort each other in 
this new time.

We’ve experienced a great deal of loss and some significant challenges over 
the past few months. Some of those who are very close to us have died. We are 
all praying for the recovery of Matt Vogt from his  car  accident,  and  we  pray  for 
all those who have been involved in car accidents lately, severe ones.

I urge us to continue to pray for and support all  members of  our  church  family 
and community members in need. One of the parishes I served as a 
seminarian had a prayer group of about three people. It met one morning a 
week, and every time it met, the group prayed by name for the people listed 
on one page in the church directory. They also prayed for those on the prayer 
list. The meeting lasted only about half an hour, but I believe the consistent 
prayer helped that congregation tremendously. I’d invite anyone who’d like to 
form such a group to talk with me about it, and I’ll make sure the space is 
available. I also am beginning a new spiritual discipline in April. I will pray for 
one page of the directory each day. When I finish the list, I’ll go back to the 
beginning. I invite others who feel led to do the same. 

We’ve had a long time of grief, death, and loss of the things we’ve always been 
able to do freely. Now, we’re approaching resurrection. I invite us to pray that 
we create a new body of Christ that shines even brighter than the one we had 
before the pandemic.

Randi+
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Spring has sprung and our hours have expanded. We are 
now open on Thursday at 10 am. 

Stop in to check out our new Spring merchandise. 

Thank you to all who have participated in the 40 days of 
Lent challenge. Another person will enjoy your 
donations. We will also enjoy adding fresh selections to 
our stock. All proceeds from the store come back to the 
church helping to fund our mission and outreach.

Cindy and Jerry, 

St. Andrew’s Community Store Directors

Discussed 2022 Goals from the Vestry Retreat
Community
     Summer Migrant Lunches
     Pet & Infant Gift Boxes (Store)
Worship
     2 Music related events
     Recruit 6 service participants
Financial
     Reduce deficit by 20% ($6,000)
Collaboration
     Participate in 2 Lake Ontario Churches events
     Steering Committee
Inter Generational
     Egg hunt
     Love Rising
     Pumpkins painting
     Concert
     What would Jesus do at St Andrew’s
     Families adopting families

March Vestry Highlights

St. Andrew’s Community Store
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St. Andrew's Financial Status 
as of February 2022

Total Expenses: $25,605

Actual Income: $15, 324

% of Pledges on Time: 69%

Goal for Pledges on Time: 80%

Income Equals: 83.5% of Expenses

Closed Sunday, Monday, & Tuesday
Wednesday: 11 AM - 4 PM
Thursday: 10 AM - 4 PM 

Friday: 12 PM - 3 PM
Saturday  : 10 AM - 2 PM



Outreach
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Ashes to Go
Pastor Randi handed out Ashes to Go on March 2nd. 

 She was in Lewiston from 7:45-8:45am and in Newfane from 4-5pm. 

Thanks to everyone who gave to the Refugee Welcome Boxes Project. We were able to furnish Welcome 
boxes for a dining room, a child’s bedroom, and a youth bedroom. In addition, we were able to send a 
monetary donation with the balance of our funds. Thank you again for showing care and love to those 
relocating to the Buffalo area after leaving their homeland with only what they could carry. Bedroom 
boxes are the most needed by families  relocating  here  and  your  Deanery  Delegates  are  immensely  proud 
that we completed two. May the family that receives St. Andrew’s boxes know that they are treasured, 
and these household items were given from the heart.

Cindy, Susan, and Janelle

Welcome Boxes for Afghanistan Refugees Update



Diocese
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The Bishop will be at St. Paul's, Lewiston at 7 p.m. on Holy Wednesday, April 13 to celebrate and 
preach. There will be a choir composed of people from around the region. The choir will be 
directed by Joe Breczka and Evan Bleiler at St. Andrew's, Burt and will be accompanied by 
Joanne Jasinski, the organist and music director at St. Paul's. Choir rehearsals will be 
conducted Tuesdays on March 29, April 5, and April 12 at 7 p.m. at St. Andrews. All voices are 
welcome, even if you do not typically sing in a choir or read music.   Of  course,  you  are  welcome 
to attend the 7 p.m. service on April 13 without singing in the choir and attend the reception 
afterward. If you have any questions, please contact Shawn Slother shawnslother@gmail.com

Regional Service with Bishop Sean

Diocese to Hold Joint Summer Camp August 7-13

From August 7-13, the Dioceses of Western New York and Northwestern Pennsylvania will hold 
a joint summer camp at Camp Nazareth in Mercer, Pennsylvania. This marks the first year that 
the partnership dioceses have shared a summer camp.

The camp will take place in August, when the Diocese of Western New York has traditionally 
held its camp, and take place at Camp Nazareth, which has been home to the Diocese of 
Northwestern Pennsylvania's summer camp since the facility opened in 1979. Although Camp 
Nazareth is owned by the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese, the Diocese of 
Northwestern Pennsylvania has invested in its facilities and infrastructure over the years, and 
it is able to accommodate the large Episcopal camp that diocesan leaders anticipate.

The Rev. Matthew Scott of the Episcopal Mission of Warren County in the Diocese of 
Northwestern Pennsylvania and Wendy Schumacher, partnership missioner for youth and 
children, led the discussions about combining summer camps, consulting with leaders in both 
dioceses.

"Partnering our camps is something we have been wanting to do since we became a 
partnership, and this summer, we are able to work it out," Schumacher said. "We are looking 
forward to being all together this summer!"

Look for more details and camp registration information coming soon.
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Dear Church Family,

When COVID hit our country and shut everything down, the Vestry came up with a plan to 
try to stay connected to each other. It wasn’t a perfect plan, but it was one that we thought 
worked best for us. Each vestry member got a list of 12-15 congregation members, from the 
church directory; and was given the task to reach out to them using any means that worked 
for them both. This could be an email, text, phone call, or visit. 

After several months of trying this, the vestry discussed how using the call list was going. 
Some of us made new friendships, some rekindled old ones, some got no responses. We 
want to be a source of welcome support to those we contact and did not want to bother 
those who didn’t want the support. So, we developed a rule that if after three tries and no 
response, we would assume the time was not right for that person to be contacted. While we 
still pray for them, we stopped contacting them and focused our energy on those who 
needed and wanted support. Whether this was right or wrong, who's to say? We were doing 
the best we could under the circumstances. We, after all, are created in God’s image, but as 
humans, nonetheless, and cannot read minds as God can. 

When the new vestry came on and COVID began to dissipate we decided to keep up this  all 
list. COVID has taught us some things and we realized that the one-on-one contact of the 
lay vestry to congregation members was important. Lay people are the heart of the church. 
We are always here, whereas the priest (no matter how much we love them) are sojourners. 
Caring for each other is a strength at St. Andrew’s and the vestry call list played to that 
strength. When someone on the list expresses a crisis or acute pastoral need, we discuss 
that with our priest who reaches out. And, of course, our priest also does weddings, 
baptisms, and funerals.

We also realized that in the days of the Early Church, the apostles (the forerunners of our 
priests) focused primarily on preaching, teaching, worship, and the day-to-day operation of 
the church. By returning the day-to-day care of each other to ourselves, we are returning to 
that original way of being church. 

So, each new vestry member got a list and on it went, with the same rules applying. It is also 
worth noting that our church staff and priest are not full time anymore. So, we are relying on 
the congregation as a whole to check in and communicate with each other for needs. 

We wanted to explain this system to you so that you’ll be aware of it and our reasons for it. 
If you have felt jaded, ignored, or left behind, please know that we never intended nor would 
intend for that to happen. Please know that all of us try our best. If you or someone you 
know needs us, whether it be Pastor, a warden, a layperson, or a vestry member, our calling 
is to be here for you. We are reachable. We WANT you to reach out to us. We can’t help if 
we don’t know there is a problem. 

Please know that we will continue to reach out and make those important connections to the 
best of our abilities.

Please contact us if you have any questions or concerns: 
Warden Jamie Gailie 716-270-7066
Jr. Warden Sarah Hornquist 716-622-1314
Or email: office@standrews.com
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Hot Cross Buns
A hot cross bun is a spiced sweet bun made with currants or raisins and marked with a 

cross on the top.  They are traditionally served on Good Friday.  The cross on the top 

represents the crucifixion of Christ, and the spices inside the bun represent the spices 

used to embalm Christ at his burial. The first record of hot cross buns appeared in Poor 

Richards Almanac in 1733, recorded as a London street cry: “Good Friday comes this 

month, the old woman runs, with one or two a penny hot cross buns.”  Food historians say 

the buns were made in London during the 18th century, but if you look for recipes or 

records earlier than 1733 there is no information.  Many superstitions surround these 

buns, one says that buns baked and served on Good Friday will not spoil or grow moldy for 

another year.   Another superstition says that a piece of bun given to someone who is ill 

will help them recover.  Still another says if these buns are taken on a sea voyage, travelers 

will be protected from shipwreck.  Lastly, if buns are hung in the kitchen, they will provide 

protection against fire in the home, and are an assurance that all buns baked there will 

turn out perfect and delicious!



Sermon
We typically think of money or fine jewels when we think of treasure. Perhaps this goes back to 
all the stories we’ve read about pirates searching for a chest filled with gold. 

Treasure can be anything that we value. It certainly can be money, or jewels, or real estate. But it 
also can be a lovely seashell we found on a beach or an autographed baseball, for example. It can 
be our favorite dress or pair of jeans. It can even be a quality we cherish in ourselves or other 
people, such as a lovely singing voice. Or, it can be a person, such as our child or someone who 
nursed our dying relative. 

What we consider to be a treasure can change with our circumstances. People in assisted living 
facilities often treasure what they could buy on their recent bus trip to Walmart or a hot  dog they 
got when a relative took them to Reid’s. Taking an excursion and doing or buying something 
different means a great deal when it doesn’t occur very often.

We also can treasure bad attitudes, jealousy, or hurt. Thinking of hurt feelings as a treasure may 
seem odd. Yet, when we stoke these feelings and aren’t willing to give them up, we treat them as 
a treasure. 

When we consider this expansive definition of treasure, Jesus’s exhortation becomes more 
challenging. Do not store up for yourselves treasures  on  earth  ...  for  where  your  treasure  is,  there 
your heart will be also. Jesus doesn’t mean we shouldn’t have nice things, sentimental things, or 
enjoyable things. Jesus is cautioning us about storing up these things and overvaluing them. In 
particular, Jesus is warning us against valuing these things we consider treasures over the things 
of God. Because if we love them more than we love God, we’ve made them idols.

Consider, for example, our money. If we’re unable to give generously to our church and the poor 
but we have a large home and take lavish vacations, then our priorities are wrong. Our priorities 
are also wrong if we have an incredible singing voice but spend Sunday morning doing vocal 
lessons to prepare for a singing career rather than singing in church. Or if our friend has lost his 
home and we have a $10,000 autographed photo we won’t sell to help him. Or if we put on that 
treasured red dress and become so full of ourselves that we think and act in ways we shouldn’t. 
We’re also guilty of misplaced priorities if we’d rather stew about the wrongs someone has done 
to us rather than open up our hearts to forgive.

                                                                                                                                           continued on page 9

S t .  A n d r e w ' s  N e w s l e t t e r

Pastor Randi, Ash Wednesday 3.02.22
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Sermon
 continued from page 8

We can gauge whether we value our treasures too much by using the standards of the Two
Greatest Commandments. The first commandment is to love God with all our heart and soul and 
mind. If we hold our earthly treasures in the proper perspective, we’ll give them up if necessary to 
fulfill God’s purposes. 

The second commandment is to love our neighbors as ourselves. If we hold our treasures lightly 
enough, we’re willing to part with them if we need to for the benefit of our neighbors. We’re also 
willing to do so cheerfully without pulling a face or feeling put upon.

Cheerfully and peacefully putting God and neighbor first is our calling. Yet we often let other 
things – these other treasures – gain first place in our lives instead of God. Lent is a time to 
evaluate our priorities and adjust them as needed. It’s a time to admit we sometimes love those 
other treasures more, vow to change, and ask God to help us.

When we admit we’ve fallen short, God is faithful to help us and forgive us.

God’s faithfulness --- now that’s a real treasure.

S t .  A n d r e w ' s  N e w s l e t t e r

Pastor Randi, Ash Wednesday 3.02.22, continued

9

A p r i l / M a y  2 0 2 2



Sermon

I want to start with a quote today from Archbishop Tutu about God. Archbishop Tutu writes:

“I have a dream, God says. Please help Me to realize it. It is a dream of a world whose ugliness and 
squalor and poverty, its war and hostility, its greed and harsh competitiveness, its alienation and 
disharmony are changed into their glorious counterparts when there will be more laughter, joy, and 
peace, where there will be justice and goodness and compassion and love and caring and sharing. I have 
a dream that swords will be beaten into plowshares and spears into pruning hooks, that My children will 
know that they are members of one family, the human family, God’s family, My family.”

God’s dream, as Archbishop Tutu portrays it, is ambitious. God wants us to be all one family that has 
compassion toward each other and shares what they have. Archbishop Tutu has articulated a modern 
version of God’s dream as it is portrayed in the passage from Corinthians today and lived through the 
Father and younger son in the Parable in Luke.

God calls each of us to reconcile with others, following the example the Father set for us in the parable. 
No matter what someone has done to us, we are always called to pray for them. As soon as they begin to 
move close to us again, we are ready to reconcile. We don’t even wait for them to apologize for what 
they’ve done. We run to the, and we welcome them. We don’t hold grudges.

If we really look inside ourselves, we realize we do tend to hold onto memories of bad things someone 
did to our friends or us many years ago. If we see good things happening to that “bad” person, we 
sometimes mutter. If we see that person receiving honors, we sometimes resent it much as the older 
brother did in the parable. After all, that person used to be a “sinner” – a bad person – and we’ve always 
been good, right?

Yet Paul calls us to look to Jesus’s life  and death.  Jesus  never  did  anything  wrong,  yet  He  was  willing  to  die 
so that we could be forgiven. Even good people are terrible sinners when we compare ourselves to Jesus. 
If our God can love us – if Jesus can give Himself for us – we can accept, forgive, love, and give ourselves 
for others.

As Christians, we are called to look at people through the waters of baptism, which means through the 
eyes of the God who created them, the Christ who redeemed both them and us, and the Spirit that lives 
within them and us. When we truly do that, all we can do is love them without judgment, feel compassion 
toward them, and give what we have to help them.
                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                     continued on page  11                                                                                                                                                                                                  
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Pastor Randi,  3.27.22
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Pastor Randi, 3.27.22, continued
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 continued from page 10

We begin to lead simpler lives. For me, this is a real struggle. What do we really need versus what do 
we think we need? Having some things we want beyond those we need isn’t bad. But sometimes, we find 
ourselves acquiring and stockpiling many things way beyond our needs. Yet, someone somewhere really 
needs these items that I am hoarding.

God also calls us to be agents of reconciliation for the rest of the world. In New Testament times, both 
sons taking their inheritance before their father died would have offended the neighbors. In giving the 
banquet when the younger son returned, the father also reconciled the family with his neighbors. God 
wants us to help bring others to peace with their neighbors. If we see people who no longer get along, we 
show love to both and try to lead them toward becoming close again. If we see people who are struggling, 
we help them. If we see injustice, we speak out against it and act justly instead.

Allowing God to create us anew so that we love others, forgive others, and take care of others is 
challenging. Yet, if we did so, the world would indeed be the world that Archbishop Tutu speaks about. 

It would be a world with no war because nations would be satisfied with the land and resources they 
have. Our cities and communities would be free of want because we would all share from our abundance 
with those who are lacking, even if we believe they are lacking because of their own stupid decisions. We 
would forgive wrongs, which means that we can rekindle old friendships. While some sicknesses will 
always be among us, many diseases would be eradicated. Those that come about because of lack of 
proper nutrition or affordable medical care, for example. Or those that come about because we brood 
about the past and hold anger in our hearts. 

If we really followed the example of the Father in the parable and if we really lived as agents of 
reconciliation, we’d create a utopian environment. Essentially, we’d create a heaven on earth. Through 
the power of God within us and around us, we’d bring about the Kingdom of God on earth.

God makes all things new. That happens most quickly here on earth when we allow God to make us new. 
And then we become agents of reconciliation in God’s name.
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Altar
TBD

Sunday Collection Counter
Doug Wintersteen

Lay Readers
April 3 - Jerry Harrington
April 10 & 15 – Sue Villeneuve
April 17 – Steve Clark
April 24 – Sue Villeneuve

Zoom Producers
TBD

April
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Wednesday 11 am - 4 pm
Thursday 10 pm - 4 pm

Friday 12 pm - 3 pm
Saturday 10 am - 2 pm

Community
Store 

May
Altar
TBD

Sunday Collection Counters
Cindy & Jerry Harrington

Lay Readers
May 1 - Dorothy Cheasty
May 8 – Jerry Harrington
May 15 – Steve Clark
May 22 – TBD
May 29 – Dorothy Cheasty

Zoom Producers
TBD



Calendar
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April
April 1 & 8 - Fish Fry
April 2 – Care Creation Stations of the 
Cross, St. Paul’s Lewiston 1-4pm
April 9 – Easter Egg Hunt, 11am-Noon
April 10 – Palm Sunday
April 13 – Bishop Regional Service, St. Paul’s 
Lewiston at 7pm
April 14 – Maundy Thursday, Soup Dinner at 
6pm, Service at 7pm
April 15 – Good Friday Service, 7pm
April 17 – Easter, 11am
April 18 – Office Closed
April 24 – Collection from the Lenten 
Challenge (Comm Store)

Pastor Randi on vacation – April 25 to May 3

May
May 1 – Supply Priest, Rev. Joe Kozlowski
May 3 – Pastor Randi returns from vacation
May 8 – Mother’s Day
May 11 – Vestry Meeting, 6:45pm via Zoom
May 22 – Deacon’s Mass, Deacon Martha
May 24 – Staff Meeting, 5:30pm via Zoom
May 30 – Memorial Day

Pastor Randi away for Continuing 
Education – May 16 to 23

Office Closed – May 27 to June 3

~ Holy Week Services 2022 ~
Maundy Thursday 4/14, at 7:00 pm

Good Friday 4/15, at 7:00 pm
Easter Sunday 4/17, at 11:00 am

~ In-Person or on Zoom ~
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