
By the rivers of Babylon— 
    there we sat down and there we wept 
    when we remembered Zion.  
 On the willows there 
    we hung up our harps. 
 For there our captors 
    asked us for songs, 
and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying,  
    “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 
 How could we sing the LORD’s song 
    in a foreign land? !
Psalm 137 is a lament from those Israelites—
those of God’s chosen people – who were 
captured by the Babylonians in 597 BC and 
carried off with them into exile in Babylon. The 
exiles, who had been used to worshipping God in 
the Temple, were unsure how they could praise 
God in a different environment. 

In some ways, I feel like the exiled Israelites. We 
are accustomed to singing songs to God in our 
church building with members of our 
community. Now, we are shut up in our homes (a 
form of exile?) and we need to figure out how to 
praise and worship God in a different way. 

The good news is that we can worship God in 
another way. We can phone each other to check 
in and to have prayers together. We can join one 
of the virtual services – Sunday service and café 
services are both taking place virtually and those 
with email have received information on them. 
We can find times for quiet meditation. 

The good news also is that no exile lasts forever. 
The Israelites were allowed to return to their 
homes beginning in 538 BC when the Persians 
conquered the Babylonians. Many great works of 
Hebrew literature were written during the exile. 
The synagogue, as a local place of worship, takes 
its origins from just after the return from exile. 
The temple was rebuilt. 

We will be able to return to worshipping in 
person in our church building again too. It may 
be a month from now, or several months from 
now. But it will happen. The experience of this 
“exile” will bring forth something new in us, just 
as the Hebrew exile brought new works of 
literature and new options for worship to them.  

God is still with us and our community. He will 
never let us down. 

Randi+ 

From Your Rector

We seek to share  
the unconditional love of God.
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VIRTUAL SERVICES ONLINE  
— Sunday Service at 10:45 am — 

— Cafe Service at 7:00 pm — 
Every 4th Wednesday 

FIND THE ZOOM LINKS ON 
FACEBOOK & StAndrewsBurt.com  

Staying Connected

To allow those who do not have 
computers or fast Internet to still feel part 

of our community, Pastor Randi will be 
hosting a weekly conference call  

every Wednesday at 10 a.m.  
We will pray together and share what is 

going on in our lives. The phone number 
to join the call is 646-876-9923.  When 

prompted, enter meeting code 
782-733-831.

2020 Vestry  
Members  

 
Wardens 

Meg Whitmore 
Doug Wintersteen !

Vestry 
Kay Mayer 

Rob Pritchard 
Jamie Gailie 

Sue Villeneuve 
Lynn Schauer-Bewley 

Chris Jordan !
Treasurer 

Bill Buchanan !
Vestry Clerk 

Mark Whitmore !
Deanery/Convention 

Delegates 
Sue Villeneuve 

Cindy Harrington 

Please remember to regularly check 
your email for announcements from 
the office. We will not be having in-
person worship until at least April 

19th, and the Bishop may extend the 
date past then.  

Stay tuned for more information!
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Zoom!
We will be using Zoom to meet and worship together while we cope with COVID 19. It isn’t perfect, 
but it is better than many of the alternatives because we get to see and hear each other in real time. 
Over these next few weeks we will all be learning the ins and outs together, so join in and don’t be shy.  !
What is Zoom? 
Zoom is a cloud-based video conferencing service you can use to virtually meet with others - either by 
video or audio-only or both, all while conducting live chats - and it lets you record those sessions to 
view later. Over half of Fortune 500 companies reportedly used Zoom in 2019. !
You do not have to have a Zoom account to attend a Zoom meeting. You will need a computer, mobile 
phone or iPad with a webcam and microphone to participate in a Zoom session. !
Think of a Zoom Meeting as a face-to-face meeting and conduct yourself as you would if you 
were all present in the same room. In addition there are some additional useful tips below to 
observe to help ensure the meeting goes smoothly for all involved: 
• Join early – up to 5 minutes before the meeting start time 
• If you haven’t used Zoom before click the link to download Zoom prior to the day of the meeting 

and familiarize yourself with any features you may need to use on the day – mute/unmute 
microphone, stop/start video, screen share etc. 

• Have your video on unless you are experiencing connection issues 
• Find a quiet space without interruptions / background noise 
• Have a plain background – avoid backlight from bright windows 
• Have good lighting on your face so you can be seen clearly 
• Adjust your camera to be at around eye level if possible – especially take note of the angle of your 

laptop screen if using the built-in camera. 
• Mute your microphone when not talking 
• You can demonstrate active engagement through eye-contact, visual cues such as head nodding or 

thumbs up. 
• Try to avoid talking over / at the same time as other participants 
• Pay attention to the time and focus on equitable participation. Self- monitor your sharing to ensure 

that everyone in the group has an opportunity to participate. You can raise hands in the group or 
use the chat to indicate you would like to speak. 

• Be aware you are on camera and try to avoid doing other tasks, checking emails, looking at your 
phone etc.
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Beyond Livestream Worship: 
Keeping Faith Communities 
Connected in the Face of COVID19 

The COVID19 pandemic is not the first time 
Christianity has been faced with the moral 
question of how to respond in the face of 
pandemic. In fact, the question is nearly as old 
as the Church itself. One of the first times was 
during the third century Roman plague. 
Something likely akin to Ebola, the so-called 
Cyprian plague (after Bishop Cyprian of 
Carthage) which ravaged the Empire from 
250-270 CE. 

Just as they had in the Antonin plague of the 
second century, the powerful and well-to-do of 
the Empire fled the cities for the relative 
safety of their countryside villas, leaving the 
rest of the populace to fend for themselves. As 
attested to by both Christian and secular 
writers of the time, just as they did in the 
previous plague, the Galileans (as they were 
called) did the opposite, staying behind and 
even coming in from the countryside to feed 
the poor, care for the afflicted, comfort the 
dying, bury the dead, and to attend to public 
hygiene, doing this not just for the faithful but 
for their entire communities, Christian and 
non-Christian alike. It was, as Bishop Cyprian 
put it, their burden of care. Two remarkable 
things happened: they helped curb the 
contagiousness of the plague (the death rate 
was as much as 50% lower in cities with 
Christian communities) and the plague (or 
rather their response to it) helped make 
Christianity extremely contagious, so that it 
spread rapidly throughout the Empire. 

Today we are faced with a modern plague, but 
the question is the same: how are we called to 
live in the face of it. And our answers may 

ultimately lead to our congregations and the 
communities they serve surviving and 
thriving together. How might this be? 

In the Diocese of Washington, where I am 
canonically resident and from which my 
ministry, FaithX operates, the Bishop (who 
has since tested positive for Coronavirus), 
after prayerfully weighing the risks and 
benefits, decided to temporarily close all 88 
Episcopal congregations. I spent last Sunday 
helping the rector of the congregation I attend 
hold online services on Zoom and Facebook 
Live (many other congregations did the same). 
We hosted 51 people from the congregation on 
Zoom and reached 900+ on Facebook). We 
learned a lot about online worship from this 
experiment. 

Not bad for the first time out. But not enough, 
either. Online worship, while necessary, is not 
sufficient. Congregations do not live by 
worship alone, but also by celebration and 
music, gathering together for food and 
fellowship, caring for one another and 
comforting the sick, bible study and 
formation, giving offerings, and more. And 
just as importantly, by exercising our burden 
of care to our neighbors and to the 
neighborhoods around the us. Because while 
we often overlook this role, our congregations 
and our houses of worship are uniquely 
equipped to become the communal heart beat, 
not only of our faith community but of the 
entire community. And if we do live into this 
role, some of the people we care for in the 
larger community may someday decide to 
become part of our faith community. But 
whether they do or not, it is our burden of 
care. 

Ken Howard, Episcopal Church Foundation
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From Facebook Live to drive-through 
Eucharist, churches embrace new 
ways of staying connected !
Since the COVID-19 pandemic abruptly ended in-
person gatherings for many congregations in The 
Episcopal Church, clergy and lay leaders are adopting 
a variety of technological tools to keep their 
parishioners engaged and supported. Within the 
span of just a few days, Facebook groups and Zoom 
videoconferences have replaced church buildings as 
congregations’ gathering places, although lower-tech 
options are proving useful too. !
Sunday, March 15, was a crash-course in 
livestreaming services for many churches, with 
YouTube and Facebook Live being the most popular 
platforms. But livestreaming isn’t just about 
broadcasting video; many clergy are making use of 
additional functions that make virtual services feel 
more like in-person ones. !
Outside the standard Sunday services, clergy are 
fi n d i n g t h a t F a c e b o o k L i v e a n d t h e 
videoconferencing app Zoom can help keep 
congregations connected, even when they can’t 
physically come together. Many are using those tools 
to offer Bible studies and virtual prayer services like 
Compline – which Western Massachusetts Bishop 
Douglas Fisher is offering via Zoom every evening at 
8 p.m. !
At Virginia Theological Seminary, which has closed 
its campus but is running its classes online, students 
are taking turns leading Morning Prayer and 
Compline via Facebook Live on a closed page for the 
VTS community, said Cara Ellen Modisett, a 
seminarian and postulant for the priesthood. !
The Very Rev. Michael Sniffen, dean of the Cathedral 
of the Incarnation in Garden City, New York, invited 
his congregants to participate in Washington 

National Cathedral’s livestreamed Eucharist on 
March 15 and then join him for a virtual coffee hour 
on Zoom. !
“It was great!” Sniffen told ENS. “About 40 
parishioners joined. … Some were dressed for church, 
others in pajamas. Many showed off their favorite 
coffee mugs. We touched base about how people were 
doing, talked about how we could best stay 
connected personally and spiritually in the weeks 
[ahead], and decided that we will certainly do this 
together every Sunday we are apart.” !
Forward Movement, the Episcopal ministry focused 
on producing devotional and evangelism resources, 
offers its popular “Forward Day by Day” devotional 
booklet online and by podcast. The Rev. Scott Gunn, 
executive director, also recommends an old but 
enduring Episcopal resource: the Book of Common 
Prayer, which also is available online and in app form 
for those who don’t have a copy on their bookshelves. 
Individuals or families can make the Daily Office, 
Morning Prayer or Evening Prayer the basis of an at-
home worship routine. !
“I think part of what we need to realize, in my 
opinion, is that we might be looking at a time when 
we’re encouraging laypeople to re-create more 
ownership of their own prayer and worship life,” he 
said, “There are some families who may be well suited 
to saying Morning Prayer on their own in their living 
room. … That’s also church.” !
For parents who suddenly find themselves in the 
unexpected role of homeschoolers because their 
children’s schools have closed, Forward Movement is 
working with Forma, the Episcopal formation 
ministry, to expand their “Faith @ Home” 
partnership from a once-a-week resource to a daily 
offering, featuring readings from Scripture, related 
videos and activities. !
continued on page 6 
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From Facebook Live… 
continued from page 5 !
But clergy aren’t just relying on newer technology to 
connect with their communities. A simpler method 
of communication that had mostly gone out of style 
has made a comeback in the age of COVID-19: the 
phone tree. Recognizing that many older 
Episcopalians may not have the skills or equipment 
to make use of videoconferencing or livestreaming, 
some churches are simply calling parishioners to 
check in on them. Christ Church Cranbrook, for 
example, is seeking volunteers to help with a “phone 
canvass” of the entire congregation, while the Rev. 
Vicki Ix, vicar of St. John’s Episcopal Church in 
Ashfield, Massachusetts, is focusing on the neediest 
in her “small but vital” congregation. !
“The Pastoral Care Team in our parish has created a 
list of our most vulnerable (due to age and support 
network),” Ix told ENS. “They each have three to five 
folks to call and check in on. Key questions about 
food security, loneliness and the offer of prayer are 
included. We’re connecting with the local food 
pantry to figure out how to support their work of 
delivery-only.” !
Then there are even lower-tech ways of getting 
around restrictions on large gatherings and physical 

contact. The African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania – famous for its 
distinction as the first black Episcopal church – 
offered dr ive- throug h Communion to i ts 
parishioners on March 15. Congregants pulled into 
the church’s driveway, where volunteers cleaned 
their windshields “as a sign of passing the peace of 
the Lord and as a symbol of clearing [their] vision 
for the days ahead,” The Philadelphia Inquirer 
reported. !
Then they were given hand sanitizer through the 
windows before approaching the Very Rev. Martini 
Shaw and the Rev. Gerald Collins, who administered 
the Eucharist with gloved hands and blessed the cars 
with holy water. !
With the pandemic spreading rapidly in the United 
States and Europe, it’s likely churches will see even 
more drastic changes to their communities in the 
coming weeks. !
“The pastoral challenges seem to be taking our 
minds off the bigger picture and the pandemic of 
fear,” Ix said. !
– Egan Millard is an assistant editor and reporter for 
Episcopal News Service

Our Little Roses  
Epiphany Collection 

St. Andrew’s donated $30 to Our Little 
Roses during the Epiphany Season.

Even though we are not worshipping in person on Sundays, you can still 
honor your pledge and donate by mailing your checks to the church 

office, or by using the Pay Pal link on our website. Thank you for your 
continued support as we journey together through these difficult days. 

Financial Status as of February 29, 2020	

Total Expenses: $28,407  
Actual Income: $29,582  

% of Pledges on Time: 60%  
Goal for Pledges on Time: 80%  

Income Equals 104.1% of Expenses
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April 22nd 
Using Zoom

Palm Sunday Palms will be DELIVERED 
to your doorstep  

by your Vestry and Wardens on 
Saturday, April 4th!
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Bishop of Western New York  
The Rt. Rev. Sean Rowe 

Rector 
The Rev. Randi Hicks Rowe 

Wardens 
Meg Whitmore 

Doug Wintersteen  
Vestry 

Chris Jordan 
Sue Villeneuve 

Kay Mayer 
Rob Pritchard 
Jamie Gailie 

Lynn Schauer-Bewley

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
2239 West Creek Road, P.O. Box 133 Burt, New York 14028-0133  

Office@StAndrewsBurt.com      www.StAndrewsBurt.com       716.778.7633
Office Hours: 2:00 - 6:30 pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Friday.  No office hours on Thursday. 
 Officer Manager: Shawn Slother 
Music Director & Organist: Joe Breczka, Jr. 
Treasurer: Bill Buchanan 
Vestry Clerk: Mark Whitmore 
Sexton: Jerilyn Carney 
St. Andrew’s Community Store: Cynthia Harrington 
Church School Superintendent: Nancy Pestinger 
Choir Librarian: Shirley Litz 
Altar Guild Director: Dorothy Cheasty 
Convention & Niagara Deanery Delegates: Susan Villeneuve & Cindy 
Harrington

April 2020 Newsletter 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church  
2239 West Creek Road 
P.O. Box 133 
Burt, New York 14028-0133  !
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